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COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Here at Christ Lutheran Church we believe, teach and confess that Jesus Christ is 
the only Savior from sin, and that He alone is the way to eternal life. 
 
We believe, teach, and confess that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion the true 
body and blood of Jesus Christ is received along with the elements of bread and 
wine, and that the reception of this gift in faith is a means through which God 
Himself forgives our sins, strengthens us in faith, and unites us as His children. 
 
If your own personal beliefs are in complete harmony with these Biblical truths, if 
you are a baptized Christian who has been instructed in these Lutheran 
confessions, if you recognize the reality of sin in your life and desire to receive 
God’s forgiveness, and if you acknowledge that receiving Holy Communion at our 
table expresses an implied unity with us in the body of Christ you are welcome to 
join us at the table of our Lord. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to connect people to Jesus through: 

 
● Inspirational worship 
● Loving service 
● Caring fellowship 
● Relevant education 

 
so that they may know, and grow in, his love. 
 

 



 - 2 - 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 24, 2021 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 
As we enter the Lenten season, we encounter a significant problem: we have fallen 
into sin just as Adam and Eve did, which means we are banished from the Garden of 
Eden just as they were. The wages of sin is death, and without access to the tree of 
life, we are all doomed to die. We are dust, and to dust we shall return. Yet, in Jesus, 
we find that we are not doomed to dust forever, but Jesus will raise us from the dead to 
join Him in a new Eden, a new paradise forever. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 
Today in our worship, due to covid-19 restrictions, we will not be making use of the 
customary imposition of ashes.  Rather, this year, we will be using another Old 
Testament symbol that was used by God’s people as an outward sign of their inward 
repentance. Throughout the Old Testament people would put on sackcloth as a sign of 
humility and mourning.  And so, today, as a way to connect us to that Old Testament 
practice, we have placed a piece of burlap in each of your bulletins, a coarse material 
very similar to the sackcloth that would have been worn by God’s people to show 
repentance.  As we make confession of our sins today in our worship, and also as we 
take time to contemplate and repent of our sins throughout this penitential season of 
Lent, I would encourage you to take this piece of cloth in your hand as you confess 
your sins before God as a tangible reminder of our lowliness before God because of 
our sin and our constant need for His mercy and forgiveness. (“For dust you are and to 
dust you will return.” – Genesis 3:19) 
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HYMN   “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”   LSB #418 
 

O Lord, throughout these forty days 
You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
And free us from our past. 
 

You strove with Satan, and You won; 
Your faithfulness endured;  
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
In God’s eternal Word. 
 

Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 
And fixed your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
Since we have known God’s love. 
 

Be with us through this season, Lord, 
And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
We join in heaven’s praise. 
 
"O Lord, throughout These Forty Days" 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930     
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, Edinburgh, 1635; setting: The English Hymnal, 1906 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship 
Music: Public domain. 
Used by permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10004991 
 
(Pease rise) 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES LSB, p. 229 
 
Pastor: O Lord, open my lips, 
People: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
People: make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 
People: “return to Me with all your heart, 
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Pastor: with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
People: and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
 
Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
People: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 51:1–12; 103:8, 10–14 
 
Pastor: We come, confessing our sins, and relying on God’s mercy and steadfast 

love. Together we confess in the words of Psalm 51: 
People: Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to Your steadfast love; 
according to Your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
Against You, You only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in Your sight, 
so that You may be justified in Your words 
 and blameless in Your judgment. 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 
 and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
Hide Your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence, 
 and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 
Pastor: Hear these words from Psalm 103, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
People: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. 
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Pastor: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast 

love toward those who fear Him.” This steadfast love was shown most 
clearly in Jesus’ death and resurrection for our forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. “As far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our 
transgressions from us. 

 

Pastor: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 
compassion to those who fear Him. 

People: For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and 
forgive all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our falleness we may receive from 
You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 

1ST READING:   Jonah 3:1-10 

 

(Time of Silent Reflection & Repentance) 
 

HYMN RESPONSE  
     “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”   LSB #611 
                   (v. 1, 3 & 4) 
Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 
 

Only Jesus can impart 
Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
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Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 
 

Chief of sinners though I be, 
Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 
"Chief of Sinners Though I Be" 
Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt.      
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and music: Public domain 

 

2ND READING  Genesis 3:1-24   

(Adam and Eve fall into sin. God banishes them from Eden, reminding them that they 
will die and return to dust) 
 

(Time of Silent Reflection & Repentance) 
 

HYMN   “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”     LSB #606 
 

I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious 
Till not a spot remains. 
 

I lay my wants on Jesus; 
All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; 
My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; 
He all my sorrows shares. 
 

I rest my soul on Jesus, 
This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; 
I on His breast recline. 
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I love the name of Jesus 
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 
His name abroad is poured. 
 
"I Lay My Sins on Jesus" 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes… Gesangbuch, 3rd ed., Meiningen, 1963; setting: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47 
Text and music: Public domain 

 
(Please rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:14-25  
 

(Time of Silent Reflection & Repentance) 
 
(Please be seated) 

HYMN   “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”    LSB #609  
                 (v. 1, 2, 5-7) 
 

Jesus sinners doth receive; 
Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

We deserve but grief and shame, 
Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

Oh, how blest it is to know: 
Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I know believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

Now my conscience is at peace; 
From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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Jesus sinners doth receive; 
Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 
"Jesus Sinners Doth Receive" 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal,  1941 
Text and music: Public domain 

SERMON   Sermon Series - The Death of Jesus  
    Sermon 1 – “The Betrayal”   Pastor John Stennfeld 
           Text: Matthew 26:14-25 
    

OFFERING     

 
(Please rise) 
LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 

1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”   LSB #434  
 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
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Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Have mercy on us, 0 Jesus! O, Jesus! 
 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 
 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 
"Lamb of God, Pure and Holy" 
Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546; setting: Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Text and music: Public domain 
 

(please be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”            LSB #618 
 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table,  
For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able  
To satisfy and make me whole: 
 

Refrain: 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning  
That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;  
So I, a sinner, come to Thee 
(Refrain) 
 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior,  
Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,  
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: 
(Refrain) 
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Weary am I and heavy laden;  
With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden  
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. 
(Refrain) 
 

Refrain: 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

What higher gift can we inherit? 
It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
The covenant of hope and grace. 
(Refrain) 
 
"I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table" 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House 
Music: Public domain 
Used by permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10004991 

 
(Please rise) 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

CLOSING HYMN  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”             LSB #919 
                   (v. 1, 2 & 6) 
Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us 
Nor we to sin give place. 
 
Abide, O dear Redeemer, 
Among us with Your Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
True peace and joy afford. 
 
Abide O faithful Savior, 
Among us with Your love; 
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Grant steadfastness and help us 
To reach our home above. 
 
"Abide, O Dearest Jesus" 
Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and music: Public domain 
Used by permission. Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10004991 

 
POSTLUDE 
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_______________________________ 
SERVING TODAY 

 
PASTOR: Rev. John C. Stennfeld 

 
ORGANIST:  Phyllis Trautner 

 
  

  

 
______________________________________ 

 

Acknowledgment: Music is reprinted through CCLI license #769388 
or through hymnal/songbook ownership or song is in Public Domain and not copyrighted. 
"Liturgy / Hymns from Lutheran Service Book copyright Concordia Publishing House" 

Lutheran Service Book Hymn License #10004991 
 

 

______________________________________ 
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