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Christ Lutheran 
Church 

The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John C. Stennfeld 

Dear Friends, 

 

             Are you ready for Christmas? We get asked that a lot this time of year, don’t we? And 

what people are really wanting to know is if we have bought our gifts, decorated our tree, and 

baked our cookies and such yet. They aren’t really asking, or even interested, if we have spent 

time preparing our hearts and minds for the celebration and remembrance of Christ’s birth.    

Because for most folks, even most Christian folks, Christmas is more about our customs than it 

is about our Christ.  

              So perhaps what we should really be asking others, and especially our fellow Christians, is if they are ready 

for Christ. Because that is why we celebrate and remember Christmas in the first place. We look back to Christ’s first 

coming in order to help us look forward to his second coming. As Christ came once to save us, so he  is coming again 

to claim us. Thus may this season of Advent and Christmas be for us not simply a time to prepare our homes to     

celebrate our past  traditions, but also and especially a time to prepare our hearts to celebrate and receive our return-

ing Savior.  

 

                                                                                                Merry Christmas, 
                    

             Pastor John 

December 2019 
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Letter from the President 

Christ Lutheran Church 

  Our final voters’ meeting for 2019 will be held December 8th following Late 

Service. Immediately following late service, we will have a potluck meal. Please bring 

a dish to share. The most significant topics will be next year’s budget and officers and 

a discussion on our facilities. As always, we will have updates from Pastor John,   

Jordan, the Treasurer, Trustees and other groups. Please plan to attend and do your 

part to address the business of the church. Saturday, December 7th we will set up our 

outdoor nativity and decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. Check the bulletin for  

details and please help if you can. 

 Advent represents the start of a new church year. During this time, we rejoice 

in the promises of God that are fulfilled in the birth of our Savior. It is also a great 

time to renew our commitments to God and to Christ Lutheran through faithful  

attendance, faithful stewardship, and faithful giving of our time in support of the  

mission. I and others have noticed a recent and somewhat unexplained decline in  

Sunday attendance. It is my continuing prayer that each of you makes our Sunday time 

of worship a priority. Our congregation is not the same when you aren’t here. 

 This is my final newsletter article as congregation president. I have been  

honored to serve you in this way. It is my prayer that God continue to bless each of 

you this Christmas season and always. 

        

        - Alan Werchan 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to connect  

people to Jesus through: 

Inspirational Worship Loving Service   

Caring Fellowship Relevant Education 

 

 So that they may know, and grow in, his love. 

December 2019 

THANK YOU 
 
Dear Beloved Partners in The Gospel, 
God bless you for all you do in the Holy name of Jesus. As our ministry moves 
forward, we so much appreciate your recent donation of $250.00 to our       
Concordia Fund.  
     
     Grace & Truth in Christ, 

      J. Brown 

Christmas at Concordia 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 

 

Reception  
with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres  

5:30 –7:00 p.m. 
 

Service 
7:00 p.m. 

 
RSVP to Tiffany Johnson  

by December 5th 
512-313-4109  

tiffany.johnson@concordia.edu 
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       Every Day Pecan Pie 

Got this recipe from a sweet friend, and 
it is so good!  Best part, it's so QUICK & 
EASY!  Surprise your guests this  
Christmas with something a little        
different, or, make half of a batch just 
for you! 
  
1 lb. (16 0z.) confectionary coating (white 
almond bark) 
1 cup peanut butter 
1 cup chopped nuts (walnuts, pecans, 
peanuts), optional 
  
Grease an 8X8 pan and set aside.  (You 
may line with parchment & spray with 
cooking oil for easier removal from 
pan.)  Cut the bark into smaller pieces 
and place in a microwave safe mixing 
bowl.  Melt the bark in microwave for 
about 60 seconds.  Stir, and continue to 
microwave in 15 second increments,  
stirring between each, until                 
melted.  (Can be melted in a pot on the 
stove.)  Immediately, stir in peanut     
butter and nuts, and spread in the 
greased pan.  Chill until firm (15 - 30 
minutes).  Cut into squares for           
serving.  (We like to top or throw in a 
few chocolate chips pressed into the 
fudge before chilling.  Or, use your      
imagination!)  Store any leftovers in   
refrigerator.  

Christ Lutheran Church 

This page is sponsored by the Women of the Eunice Guild.   
 

St. Paul says in 2 Tim. 1:5, that Eunice, the mother of Timothy, was a woman 
of "sincere faith."  She loved her Lord and Savior, and she lived her faith.  It is 
our prayer that we may all be granted this same sincere faith.  God be with you 
and bless you as you spend time in Meditation and in Cooking With Eunice. 

"He sees you when you're sleeping.  He knows when you're awake.  He knows when 
you've been bad or good, so be good for goodness sake! . . . Santa Claus is coming to 
town!"  These words to the Christmas song by Coots and Gillespie, were never truer 
than one fateful Christmas my sister and I have not forgotten.  We were blessed with a 
wonderful, loving Mother, but we learned early that whatever she said, she 
meant!  That year, this fact came as a stern lesson.  Our brother was too young to   
remember, but my sister and I speak of it often.  We always celebrated our Christmas 
with Santa's presents, on Christmas Eve after we got home from participating in the 
children's program at St. Paul Lutheran.  Because of this, we were "chosen to help 
Santa" by allowing him to bring some of our gifts in the two weeks before          
Christmas.  That made more room for presents he could deliver to other children for 
Christmas morning.  We loved this!  Santa's elves sneaked wrapped presents under 
the tree while we slept, or behind our backs while watching television, or                      
anytime. Sometimes one, or two or more, or sometimes nothing for several days.  The 
caveat - no touching, no peeking!  We were always true to these warnings.  Afterall, 
to us Mom was all-knowing and one with whom you did not trifle.  Shortly before 
that particular Christmas Eve, a gift appeared under the tree - a long rectangular box     
labeled for all three of us.  A board game?  Santa knew how much we enjoyed 
these!  Well, we must have been exceptionally unruly one day, and Mom was on her 
last nerve.  She reprimanded us with one of her "promises" - if we did not behave, 
Santa's elf was going to take back a gift.  Now, my memory no longer recalls the bad 
we were up to, but I don't think we heeded her warning because soon after, that gift - 
the board game? - WAS GONE!  Furthermore, it NEVER reappeared!  Mom gave no 
more warnings, and she never said another word about the present that Santa took 
back.  She kept her promise - and we learned a lesson.  There was no new board game 
to play that year, and to this day, my sister and I wonder whatever happened to the 
gift.  "Wonder."  As a noun, it can mean a miracle, or something of awe, to be 
revered.  As a verb, it can mean to marvel, ponder, speculate or even doubt.  In     
writing this, it occurs to me that the children's song referenced above, can be a bit            
frightening!  Santa is "making a list, he's checking it twice!"  Yikes!  My siblings and 
I sure found out that Santa was watching, and that we had better "wonder" whether or 
not we merited his gifts.  In contrast, turn to any Advent hymn to read comforting 
words of the certainty of the coming Savior and His Gift of Salvation!  "Arise, O 
Christian people!  Prepare yourselves today; prepare to greet the Savior, who takes 
your sins away.  To us by grace alone the truth and light were given; the promised 
Lord from heaven. . ." (LSB 354).  There is Someone coming about whom we      
NEVER need wonder.  What our Lord says, He absolutely means!  He promised a 
Savior as He spoke to the serpent in the Garden of Eden:  "I will put enmity between 
you and the woman . . . He will crush your head" (Gen. 3:15).  Isaiah described the 
coming Savior this way:  "He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,    
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" (Is. 9:6).  "Wonderful" - miraculous, great and 
perfect in His wisdom and power and love.  And Peter added:  "But you are . . . a   
people   belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you 
out of darkness and into His Wonderful light" (1 Pet. 2:9).  God's Loving Gift of    
Salvation is guaranteed in the faith He gives us.  We must not ever wonder - speculate 
or doubt.  We are made perfect in the blood of a Savior - and this miracle, this Gift, 
this Wonder of Christmas, is Jesus Christ our Lord!  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX        
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXA Very Merry & Wonder-filled Christmas!   Duannah        

Meditation — “The Wonder of Christmas” 

Cooking With Eunice 

December 2019 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication 

and  
Community  
Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for more  
information on any of the  

activities on pages 4-5.  
 

Just a reminder that we often  
take photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen on  

Sundays and to post to the web that 
publicizes the worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life of   

Christ Lutheran.   

 

Men's Discipleship Study 

We will continue a study for 2019-2020 led by Tim Ristow and based on the 
book "Navigate Your Faith: A Christian's Field Guide to Not Getting 
Lost" (by Ron Pratt) on the first Tuesday of December, the 3rd, at 7:30 P.M 
in the Christ's Workshop. Please contact Tim, or Jordan, for information.  

 Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am  

on Sunday Mornings 
Pastor’s Class – Mark 

Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
      Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.   

       

December 2019 

Christmas Decorating Fellowship 

 It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  At least it will if you come out and 
help us decorate our facilities here at Christ on Saturday, December 7th, at 9am.  We 
will be working to decorate both the inside of our facility (narthex, sanctuary, tree, 
etc.), and also the outside of our building (setting up our beautiful yard creche).  There 
will be songs of the season, food, and plenty of opportunities for fellowship.  So, 
come join us for some morning fun as we decorate our facilities for the holiday  
season.   

Angel Tree Project 
Please bring all gifts in plastic bags (w/ ornaments attached) to Church and set under 
the Christmas tree by Sunday, December 1st. Please contact Jordan with questions. 
Thanks for your support to buy Angel Tree gifts for the children served by Upbring 
living in foster homes. 

Jolly Christmas Party with Presence! 

Please come to the Best Jolly Christmas Party and give the gift of your               
Presence!  It's so much better than presents!  Join with everyone on December 10th, 
at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall for a midday relaxed and festive opportunity for 
lunch (potluck) and merry-making, sponsored by the ladies of the Eunice 
Guild.  Please bring one of your favorite ornaments or decoration.  And, if you are 
able, please bring a salad or dessert, or both, to fill our table.  It will be so nice to 
celebrate all that is Christmas with each other!    

Christ’s Friends  
Will be having a Christmas party on Friday, December 13th at 7pm. The festivities 
will be held at: 413 Wye Oak St. Austin, TX 78748.  
If you have any questions, please contact Deborah Bynum at 361-548-9620 
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Christ Lutheran Church December 2019 

Our study to start the new year will be the Lifelight Bible Study on the book of 
Judges (after having studied the book of Joshua in Fall 2019). We will begin a 9-
week course about judges in the Old Testament on Thursday, January 16th at 10 am. 
The cost is $10/person for the workbook. All participants should recognize that there 
are weekly/daily assignments in preparation for each class. Those interested should 
sign-up on the sheet in the narthex. Payments can be made by using the specially 
marked envelope in the narthex (located next to the class sign-up sheet) and placing 
it into the offering plate. Payments are due by Sunday, January 5th. Please contact 
Jordan for more information. 

Winter/Spring 2020  

Thursday Morning Bible Class 

15th Annual Austin & Central Texas Senior Fest! 

Date:   Saturday, February 1, 2020 - 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Location:  Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church (ELCA), Austin 
Keynote Speaker: The Rev. Michael Newman, President of the Texas District, LC-MS  
Keynote Topic: “Getting Through It: Facing an Uphill Life with God’s Gifts.” 
 
Seniors, come join other area Lutheran seniors in February for a fun-filled day of joy, learning, and 
inspiration! Brochures are available in the narthex and the church office. For additional information, 
to download a PDF version of the brochure, or to register online, visit our new secure website, 
https://sites.google.come/view.austinseniorfest/home—for more information or questions, contact 
David Austin at 512-939-4010 or my e-mail at austinseniorfest@gmail.com  

Operation Blue Santa 

On Thursday, December 12, from 6:30-7:50 pm, we have a group opportunity to help with Austin Police 
Operation Blue Santa (4101 S Industrial Dr. Ste. 260, Austin, Texas, 78744). Shifts at Santa's Workshop 
involve wrapping presents, sorting toys, and preparing packages for families. No children under 6 years old. 
Only 20 volunteer spots available. When we are finished with this service project those who would like to, 
will grab a bite to eat somewhere together. Please contact Jordan, or Pastor John, for details, and if you are 
able to commit to serving during that day/time to serve.   
  

Christmas Program  

Our children and youth at Christ will present our annual Christmas Program on Sunday, December 22    
during 10:45 am worship, with a reception to follow. We will practice songs with motions, Scripture read-
ings, and lines for the program, during the discipleship hour Sundays, November 24th, December 1st, 8th, 
15th, and 22nd at 9:30 am. We will have a rehearsal on Saturday morning, December 21st from 9:30 am – 
11:30 am. Families will have the opportunity to help create/decorate/present letters of the alphabet about 
the "ABCs of Advent Before Christmas." More details to follow. Please contact Jordan for more infor-
mation. 

Voters’ Meeting  
There will be a voters’ meeting on December 8th.  Immediately following late service we will have a potluck 
meal in the fellowship hall, with the meeting to follow.  Please bring a dish to share.   The most significant topics 
will be next year’s budget, election of officers, and facilities issues.  Please plan to attend. 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

Sold out of pumpkins on October 29th! 

Central Texas Food Bank Christ’s Friends 

Travis Heights Art Trail 

December 2019 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

October 2019 

 

December Birthdays 
 

Milton Ihlo  12/1 

Roy Pietsch  12/1 

Esmeralda Cano 12/2 

Holly Herber  12/3 

Robert Strait  12/3 

Eric Harrison  12/6 

Tim Ristow  12/14 

Blaine Bartels 12/16 

Jean Wiley  12/20 

Franklin Richter 12/26 

Benjamin Schaare 12/27 

Jewel Anderson 12/28 

Cory Rabitoy  12/30 

 
December Anniversaries 

 
Sonny & Phyllis Mitchell  

12/17/1966 
 

Dale & Patty Brodbeck 
12/19/2015 

 
Earnest & Susan Sermons 

12/22/1985 
 
 

Stewardship 
Genesis 4:3-5 

 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as 
an offering to the LORD . But Abel brought fat portions from 

some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor 
on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering He did not 

look with favor.  

December 2019 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

* Flowers will be donated 

December 2019 

 

ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  Donn Trautner 
10:45am: Tommy Craig  

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is 

YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.  

If a problem arises Sunday morning, please 

call the church to let Pastor know.  

December 15th  
 
Flowers: Given by Patty Brodbeck 
 in honor of 4 yr  
 anniversary 
 

Tellers:  M. Tolerico / T. Tolerico 

8:15am:  Lector: Paul Kern  
10:45am: Lector: Taylor Harrison 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: LeMorris Galbreath 
10:45am: Pachalin Stennfeld 
 

December 22nd 
 

 

Flowers: Given by Nancy Wilson 
 

Tellers:  P. Hamil / J. Wiley 

8:15am:  Lector: Jessica Engs 

10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan  
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Jean Linderman 

Fellowship: Gerald & Ellen Decker 

 

Christ the Savior is born! 

December 29th  
 
Flowers: Given by Pam Hamil in       
 honor of Anna Kubsh’s 
 birthday 
 

Tellers:  P. Hamil / J. Wiley 

8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack   
10:45am: Lector: Marylou Moore 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Albert and Jane Carrion 
 

Fellowship: Jordan Boessling 

 December 1st 

 

Flowers: Given by Mary Karotkin 
  
Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Alex Stivers 
10:45am: Lector: Kevin Craig 
 Acolyte: Matt Ristow 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Kim and Ben Schaare 
10:45am: Divina Stennfeld 
 
 

 December 8th  

 

Flowers: Given by Cindy Zieschang*
  
Tellers:  M. Tolerico / T. Tolerico 

8:15am:  Lector: Mark Herber 
 Acolyte: Katy Herber 
10:45am: Lector: Norma Nanyes 
 Acolyte: Ben Ristow 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Felix and Louise Alexander 
10:45am: Trinity Stennfeld 
 


