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The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 

       When is a pumpkin a long, skinny vegetable?  

Answer – When it is also the carrot which draws the  

community into contact with Christ.  

       We began the pumpkin patch a number of years ago  

as a way to serve our community. We recognized that the 

folks in Travis Heights didn’t have a lot of the typical  

material needs with which many churches often 

help folks (food ,clothing, bus passes, etc.), but 

they were lacking this entertainment need, a tradition to share with their spouse and 

children and friends. And so we gave it a shot and hosted our first pumpkin patch. 

And what we found was that the pumpkins served as a carrot to entice our community 

to enter onto our property and into conversation with the members of Christ Lutheran 

Church. And thus the pumpkin patch not only served as an opportunity for the folks of 

Travis Heights to purchase pumpkins and take pictures and create memories, it also 

served to create opportunities for us to be the people of Christ sharing the love of 

Christ with all whom we came in contact. 

       I hope that you will take the opportunity to help with this year’s patch –  

decorating, selling, or unloading the truck. Your loving service helps us as a church to 

be the body of Christ in a very tangible way to the people of our community. 

 

                                                                                                In Christ, 
                    

     Pastor John 

 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

Christ Lutheran Church 
It’s going to be a Pumpkin Pickin’ October at CLC! 

October 2019 
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Letter from the President 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Men’s Discipleship  

    Rally Day 2019 was a success. It was a great day to celebrate being part of Christ 

Lutheran and our ministry. The barbecue, sides, activities and fellowship were top 

notch. Thanks to the barbecue crew, kitchen crew and all who helped out with the  

activities.  

    October brings an important service activity for Christ as we put our best foot  

forward in the neighborhood with our Fifth Annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch. As in years 

past, we will need lots of volunteers to make this work. Please consider helping  

unload the truck on October 10th and/or selling pumpkins daily from October 11th to 

October 31st . A portion of the proceeds will benefit Water to Thrive, a faith-based 

non-profit dedicated to the mission of bringing clean, safe water to those who need it 

in rural Africa. Additional proceeds will benefit the Concordia Welfare and Education 

Foundation of Thailand (better known to us as the Thai Children’s Mission), which 

serves children, women and families of the Bangna Slum region of Bangkok,  

Thailand.  

    Good news on our air conditioner situation! Finally! The Trustees have identified a 

willing contractor, and work is scheduled for October 3rd . If you are at church that 

day for the Thursday morning Bible study or any other reason, please be aware that 

the crane will likely prevent you from entering the building on the office side. Also, 

traffic on Brackenridge Street will likely be affected.  

    Finally, stay up on the latest activities or catch up on a sermon you may have 

missed through our website (www.christaustin.org) or by following us on Facebook 

(look for “Christ Austin 78704”) or Twitter (@ChristATX78704). 

- Alan Werchan 

 We will continue a study for 2019-2020 led by Tim Ristow and based on the book 

"Navigate Your Faith: A Christian's Field Guide to Not Getting Lost" (by Ron Pratt) 

on the first Tuesday of October, the 1st, at 7:30 P.M in the Christ's Workshop. Please 

contact Tim, or Jordan, for information.  

Mission Statement 

The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to connect  

people to Jesus through: 

Inspirational Worship Loving Service   

Caring Fellowship Relevant Education 

 

 So that they may know, and grow in, his love. 

 
Pumpkin Patch 
Unloading Event—
Thursday, October 10th 
 
 
 
  
 
Patch Open 
Friday, October 11th—
Thursday, October 31st 
(or until we sell out of 
pumpkins) 
 
 
Travis Heights Art Trail 
Saturday and Sunday, 
November 2nd and 3rd 

October 2019 
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       Grape Salad 

O!  Such a luscious creamy dessert  
salad!  
  

2 lbs. sweet, seedless green grapes 

2 lbs. sweet, seedless red grapes 

8 oz. cream cheese, room temperature 

8 oz. sour cream 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 cup chopped pecans 

Wash and dry grapes.  Set aside.  In a 
large bowl, whip together cream 
cheese, sour cream, and  
vanilla.  Throw in the grapes and stir 
to coat.  Spread into a 9X13 
pan.  Sprinkle the brown sugar over 
this to cover, and then sprinkle on the 
pecans.  Do not stir.   
Cover and refrigerate overnight.      

 
 
 
   
                
               

Christ Lutheran Church 

This page is sponsored by the Women of the Eunice Guild.   
 

St. Paul says in 2 Tim. 1:5, that Eunice, the mother of Timothy, was a woman of 
"sincere faith."  She loved her Lord and Savior, and she lived her faith.  It is our  
prayer that we may all be granted this same sincere faith.  God be with you and 
bless you as you spend time in Meditation and in Cooking With Eunice. 

This meditation requires a bit of preparation:  Please seat yourself somewhere       
comfortable. Sit up straight with your chin out and level with the floor.  Don't 
slouch! Think of something that makes you happy and smile really big as you roll 
your shoulders up, back, and down as far as possible.  (As my therapist used to say, 
"Be a greyhound - not a bulldog!")  Hold this position, with the big smile, to a count 
of 10.  Keep breathing and thinking your happy thought!  Do this for 3                             
repetitions - but only if you can, comfortably and safely.  I'll pause while you         
complete the exercise. Feeling better?  Your endorphins should be on their way to 
making you feel good - at least for a moment.  Exercise, chocolate, comfort food, 
meditation . . . and others, cause the body to release endorphins - a natural opiate or 
"feel good pill."  Wow!  What an amazing work of the Lord's Creation, is the human 
body!  I read something happy in the Book of Isaiah that made me smile and feel 
good.  Endorphins?  See what you think:  "You will go out in joy and be led forth in 
peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the 
field will clap their hands" (55:12).  Mountains and hills in song, trees clapping their 
hands!  How beautiful the thought!  Isaiah prophesied and painted a picture of          
Creation's joy at Israel's release after captivity in Babylon.  It was also a foretelling of 
Creation's great joy at the deliverance of all people out of captivity to sin and death, 
through the coming Savior.  Have you ever thought how sad to not know this            
tremendous hope, this happiness and joy?  I cannot imagine a single moment without 
Jesus in my life.  The first verse to one of my most favorite hymns says this: "May we 
Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill and do on earth our Father's will as angels do above; Still 
walk in Christ, the living way, with all Thy children and obey the law of Christian 
love."  I feel tears running down my cheek whenever we sing this beautiful hymn, 
because today's world is ever telling me it's alright and even necessary to compromise 
and change those very precepts - God's teachings.  Compromise God's "law of           
Christian love" - the principles, the values He teaches us through and in His 
Word?  Never!  I was taught in confirmation that "the Bible is God's own Word and 
truth, without error."  It will not and cannot be changed, compromised, defeated or 
destroyed.  God promises this, and He never breaks a promise!  He says in Isaiah 
55:11, "so is My Word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it."  And in 
verse 13, "This will be for the Lord's renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not 
be destroyed."  It is in God's precious Word that I find my Savior.  What He has done 
cannot be changed!  When I need a few endorphins, I turn to God's Word and meditate 
on it.  Isaiah 46:3 - 4 is one of my go-to spots.  The Lord says, "Listen to me . . . I 
have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you."  And in 
verses 8 - 9, "Remember this, fix it in your mind . . . I AM GOD, and there is no other; 
I AM GOD, and there is none like me!"  WOW!  How powerful!!  Doesn't that            
absolutely give you such a tremendous rush of good feelings?  The heroes of the 
Reformation chose 1 Peter 1:25, which echoes Isaiah 40:8, as their motto: "The Word 
of the Lord endures forever!"  Yes - it does, it will!  Now that's a "feel good pill!"  It's 
all I need to feel GREAT!  Excuse me while I sing with the mountains and clap my 
hands with the trees!  My Lord and Savior, "The same yesterday and today and         
foreer!"(Heb.13:8).                                                                                                           
                                                                                With JOY in Christ!  Duannah 

Meditation — “A Feel-Good Pill” 

Cooking With Eunice 

October 2019 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

CLC Aquarium Adventure!  
Pastor John will be taking the youth and children on a FREE aquarium  
adventure on October 6, 2019. Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. For more 
information contact Pastor John.  

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication and  

Community  
Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for more  
information on any of the  

activities on pages 4-5.  
 

Just a reminder that we often  
take photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen on  

Sundays and to post to the web that 
publicizes the worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life of   

Christmastime at Christ  
Stay tuned this Autumn for announcements about loving service opportunities we 
are working to schedule throughout the upcoming holiday season, namely with  
Upbring's Angel Tree Project; Austin Police Operation Blue Santa; Decorating / 
Outdoor Christmas Crèche; and Christmas Caroling. More details to follow also  
regarding our plans to present a Christmas program for during 10:45 worship service 
on Sunday, December 22. 

 Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am  

on Sunday Mornings 
Pastor’s Class – Mark 

Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
      Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.   

       

Come join us as we study the Book of Joshua in Bible Study lead by Jordan Boessling 
on Thursdays from 10:00a.m. to 11:00a.m. 

Thursday Morning Bible Class 

 

 

October 2019 

Central Texas Food Bank 

Volunteer with the Central Texas Food Bank in their Prouct Recovery Warehouse 
(6500 Metropolis Dr., Austin, TX, 78744) to help with food sorting on Saturday, 
November 9 from 9:00 am to 12 noon. Volunteers must be 8 years or older. Only 
15 volunteer spots available. Please contact Jordan for details, and to sign up to 
serve.   

Christ’s Friends 
Hey there happy campers!  Make your reservations now at LCRA's Black Rock Park 
in Buchanan Dam, Texas (https://www.lcra.org/parks/Pages/black-rock-park.aspx) 
for a camping weekend on Friday, Nov 15th, and leaving Sunday, Nov 17th before 
things are booked up. The Hamil's already have booked site 11, the Etter's will be in 
site 12. Cabins are also available. 

Thank you from Bread for All 

Friends at CLC –MS:  
 Thanks so much for your generous donation of 1,500 lbs. of            
non-perishable food this past month! 
 Your donations, joined with those from others, serves low-income 
familis (who have children living in poverty), the disabled, seniors on fixed 
incomes, and homeless individuals. In their own ways, all are needy and  
represent “the best of these,” Christ’s own brothers and sisters of Matthew 
25:31-46.  

Peace & grace Pr. Tim Anderson 

https://www.lcra.org/parks/Pages/black-rock-park.aspx
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5th Annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch at Christ Lutheran Church 

Please be sure to tell others about our 5th Annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch at Christ that we are hosting October 11-31!  
 
Sign up today in the Narthex to help with:  
 placing the palettes in rows within the backyard of Christ's Workshop on Sunday, October 6th, after late Worship 
 decorating the patch  
 setting up lights, the backdrop, and photo booths  
 lending things like hay and wheelbarrows  
 providing arts and crafts supplies  
 unloading the pumpkin truck on Thursday evening, October 10th at 6 pm 
 helping with preparing/cooking light food for the fellowship happening the evening of October 10th 
 sitting out at the patch during shifts to greet and serve our guests and to help us sell over a thousand pumpkins in 

support of Water to Thrive, Concordia Welfare, and Education Foundation of Thailand. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Travis Heights Art Trail – Saturday, November 2nd and Sunday, November 3rd 
Again this year, CLC members will have an opportunity to be involved with our local community by being a 
part of the Travis Heights Art Trail. The event will be held on Saturday and Sunday, November 2 & 3, 2019 
and will run from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. We encourage all members and friends to get into our community,  
especially if you have not experienced the annual Art Walk over the last 15 years. 
  
More than 40 artists will display their work at some 20 locations all over the Travis Heights community. 
The art on display during the Trail will be on sale and you will view ceramics, glass, wood, photography, 
leather, jewelry, porcelain, printmaking, bookmaking, paintings in a variety of styles, and much more. 
  
Besides seeing thousands of pieces of artwork, you will get to meet the artists, ask questions if you like,   
sometimes even see their studios, and experience a part of our neighborhood will don’t normally see; a sort 
of back-stage look at Travis Heights. 
  
Our intentions at Christ are to provide snacks and drinks for those who visit the trail. We have several          
non-profit art-related groups that will be setting up a display in the fellowship hall. One of the groups, 
“Art From the Streets” will be returning for the third year.  AFTS provides the homeless and                     
struggling artists with materials to create unique and affordable artwork in Austin. Sale of the                      
created art helps the provide the artist with an income and helps the individual contribute to society. 
  
We are looking for volunteers to help on either day and we have applied for a Thrivent Action Team grant 
to help with costs. For further information, talk to Donn Trautner (512.921.3989, dtrautner@gmail.com) or     
Jordan, and for further information about the Art Trail go to travisheightsarttrail.org 

October 2019 

 Please talk with Jordan, or Deborah Bynum, for details, and to get involved in this opportunity for loving service. 

Sundays  
at  

Christ 

mailto:dtrautner@gmail.com
http://travisheightsarttrail.org/
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pumpkin Patch coming soon 

Men’s Discipleship  

Christ in the community 

CLC Rally Day 

October 2019 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

October 2019 

October 
Birthdays 

Ellen Decker  10/1 

Louise Stuenkel 10/2 

Seth Mendoza 10/4 

Shelbi Hentschke 10/9 

Richard Ziehr 10/12 

Mary Ann Triesch 10/20 

 

 
 
 

 October  Anniversaries  
 

Bryan & Ronnie Richter 
10/03/ 

 
Jared and Lisa Castille 

10/06 
 

Eric & Debra Harrison 
10/10 

 
Phil & Sue Etter 

10/14 
 

Tim & Tracy Ristow 
10/14 

 
Kevin & Barbara Craig 

10/21 

Stewardship 
John 9:4 

As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.  
Night is coming, when no one can work.  

October 2019 
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October 27th  
 

 

Flowers: In honor of the Karotkin Family   
 Birthdays 
 

Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Alex Stivers 

 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector: Marylou Moore 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Doug and Deborah Bynum 

Fellowship: Mary Carrion and Family 

 

ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  Sonny Mitchell 
10:45am: T. Craig 

Christ Lutheran Church 

October 6th 
 

 

Flowers: Given by Cindy Zieschang in 
memory of her mom, Christine Hoppe 
  

Tellers:  J. Carrion / A. Carrion 

8:15am:  Lector: Paul Kern  

10:45am: Lector: Divina Stennfeld 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Kim and Ben Schaare 

10:45am Bob and Jean Wiley 

Fellowship: Trisha Jaimes and Stella Campos 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.  

If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the church to let Pastor know.  

* Flowers will be donated 

October 13th  
 

 

Flowers: Carrion Families   
Tellers:  J. Carrion / A. Carrion 

8:15am:  Lector: Jessica Engs 
10:45am: Lector: Bob Wiley 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Felix and Louise Alexander 
10:45am: Debbie and Eric Harrison 
 
Fellowship: Albert & Jane Carrion 

October 20th 
 
Flowers: Given by Kevin & Barbara Craig 
in honor of their 30th anniversary (10/21) 
 
 

Tellers:  M. Tolerico / T. Tolerico 

8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack  
10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: LeMorris Galbreath 
10:45am: Jared Juszczak 
 

Fellowship: The Magruder Family 

October 2019 


