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            —    Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 
 

   As I sit down to write this post 
we, as a congregation, are just 
about at the midway point of our 
summer sermon series on 
essential memory texts of the 
Scriptures. I hope that you are 
learning from this series and I 
hope that you are being diligent 
in your effort to memorize these 
texts. The words of the Scriptures 
are words of life, and words that 
are able to make us wise for 
salvation. They are words that are meant to equip us for life and 
service in God’s kingdom. Next to the living word, Jesus, God’s 
written word, the Scriptures, are probably the greatest gift that 
God has given to us. Not to read God’s word daily, and to take 
time to study it and memorize it, is a great abuse of this precious 
gift. 

   Jesus once said, “To whom much has been given, much will 
be required.” We have been given much in the rich treasure of 
God’s word, and thus, God expects us to learn it, to read it, to 
memorize it, and to inwardly digest it. His written word equips 
us to do good works, but more than that, His written word points 
us to our salvation and life in Christ Jesus. There simply is no 
good reason not to give it the time and attention that it deserves. 

   And so if you have been negligent in your effort, or 
complacent in your attitude, to memorize the texts in our 
summer sermon series, it is not too late to get on board with the 
program. We still have about 8 texts left to memorize. How 
wonderful would it be to know 8 new passages of God’s Holy 
Word, by memory, by the end of the summer? With a little bit of 
effort, you can do it — and your life and faith will be the 
benefactor of it. 

To God be the Glory, 
 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Christ Lutheran Church 

July 2018  
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—   Alan Werchan 

   This past month, Pastor John and I attended the Texas 
District of the LCMS Convention. This was my first district convention, so it 
was a new experience. The business of the convention was really divided 
into three areas: elections, mission and ministry, and governance and 
administration. There was also some really good worship times and 
presentations by Synod President Matthew Harrison and Concordia 
Seminary President Dale Meyer.   

   I was privileged to have been asked by President Ken Hennings to serve on 
the Mission and Ministry floor committee. Our floor committee was 
responsible for reviewing overtures (proposed resolutions) from 
congregations and circuits related to mission and ministry, and crafting 
resolutions for consideration by the full convention. 

   With respect to the outcomes, I believe our district was blessed by the first-
ballot election of Rev. Michael Newman as the next district president. He 
has previously served as our area’s mission and ministry facilitator and I 
believe will continue the Texas District’s mission focus.  As most of the 
mission and ministry resolutions were non-controversial, much of the debate 
centered around governance and administration resolutions which 
memorialize (or submit overture requests to) the Synod’s next convention. 
Key subjects of these include the rights of congregations to locally support 
mission work, the power of the Synod president to oversee pastors 
(ecclesiastical supervision), and to allow changes to the makeup of the 
boards of regents of the various Concordia universities. A resolution to 
expand the roles of a certain type of pastors known as specific-ministry 
pastors was not successful.   

   At times there was robust debate and significant disagreement. The 
worship times reminded us all that even though we may not always agree on 
the political stuff, we can worship together our one God in unity. That is 
what really counts. 

   As always, check our website (www.christaustin.org) and follow us on 
Facebook (look for “Christ Austin 78704”) or Twitter (@ChristATX78704) 
to get the latest information or to watch Pastor John’s sermons. 

 Letter from the President 

Stay connected  
 

   You can now watch videos of Pastor John's messages from the 
previous Sunday online! (visuals added in) Our website links to YouTube to help 
us stay connected to Jesus throughout the week.  
 

 

 

 

Stay connected with our social media pages to get the latest information. 

 Website                  www.christaustin.org  
 Facebook    look for “Christ Austin 78704” 
 Twitter                    @ChristATX78704 

July 2018 Christ Lutheran Church 

 

To All of YouTo All of YouTo All of YouTo All of You    
    

May God Bless YouMay God Bless YouMay God Bless YouMay God Bless You    
    

Somehow, just saying “thank Somehow, just saying “thank Somehow, just saying “thank Somehow, just saying “thank 
you” doesn’t seem like enough. you” doesn’t seem like enough. you” doesn’t seem like enough. you” doesn’t seem like enough.     
But we hope you know how But we hope you know how But we hope you know how But we hope you know how 
much your kindness has much your kindness has much your kindness has much your kindness has     

meant to us.meant to us.meant to us.meant to us.    
    

Jena Carpenter  
and  

Chuck Cazzola 
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— with JOY in Christ!  Duannah 

Faces: Past and Present 
   My brother and I are going through and getting rid of “stuff” to simplify our lives. Sometimes we find a little 
treasure. In a box of old papers, there was a red booklet dated May 2, 1971, titled “We’re 25 – Christ is Alive!” Do 

you know for what occasion the booklet was prepared? That’s correct!  The 25th Anniversary of our Christ Lutheran 
Church. There were two services that day, the Service of Praise at which our first pastor, Rev. Hafemann, preached, 

and the Service of Dedication with our fourth pastor, Rev. Griesse, preaching. I found the seven pages of “Historical 
Notes,” to be especially interesting. For instance, our church property was purchased in 1945, but “no chapel could 

be built since the government had tightened building restrictions after the war.” The first worship service was May 5, 
1946, in the “Parish Hall” which we know as “Christ’s Workshop.” Worship continued there until May, 1948, when a 

new church building was dedicated. The Eunice Guild was organized in May 1947 (and has continued through 
today). In 1962, 67 members transferred to help begin a mission church, Bethany Lutheran, and we shared a pastor 

until 1965. In 1963, the church and Parish Hall were first air-conditioned! Women first became “voting members” in 
1970. By 1971, total membership was 348 with a median age of 24 and a budget of $25,215! But, fun facts aside, 

where I found myself drawn was to the lists of names – officers; elders; committee and choir 
members; Sunday School staff (21 separate names plus 5 who taught at a Housing Project - in one year!), etc. A few 

of those listed are still very active members, but through the years, most have left – many have died. Before I put the 
booklet away, I grabbed my Bible to read the many passages that were referenced. From Col. 1:18, Christ “is the 

head of the body, the church…” As I read on, the faces of those names listed in the booklet, moved through my 
mind. I also saw the faces of our family of faith to whom we have recently said, “goodbye for now,” and those with 

whom we yet worship. “To them God has chosen to make known… the glorious riches of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27). Yes - by the gift of faith in Christ, we are members of a wondrous 

invisible body, His church, and we do know where our hope lies. “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness” (Col. 2:6-7). We members of this very visible Christ Lutheran Church continue to gather to hear 
the pure Word of God and to receive the gifts of His Sacraments – to become “rooted, built up and 

strengthened!”  And, I pray we do always overflow with thankfulness! I know it’s a few weeks late, but Happy 72nd 
Anniversary!”   

  Firecracker Mac & Corn Casserole  
Preheat oven to 375° 

1 can cream style corn (14.75oz)   1 can whole kernel corn (15.25 oz), with liquid 

1 cup small shell macaroni, uncooked  1 cup Velveeta cheese, cubed 

1 can tomatoes with green chilies (Ro-tel)  1 stick butter, diced 

1/2 cup milk 

 

Mix all ingredients in a medium baking dish. Cover and bake at 375 for 30 minutes. Uncover and stir.              
Bake another 30 minutes. Remove from oven and allow to rest for 15-20 minutes. Casserole will thicken as it sits. 

This column is lovingly sponsored by the Eunice Guild.  

God bless you as you cook “with Eunice”. 
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Christ Lutheran Church July 2018 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we 
often take photos, and at  

times, video, of  
ministry events to put up 

around Church on the screen 
on  

Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life 

of   
Christ Lutheran.   

 

Visual Arts Camp 

Thanks for your prayers for and support of our summer art camp at Christ. Twenty-

six children were able to draw, sculpt, paint, and collaborate over five days, and to 
get better at art and grow as people thanks to our caring and creative volunteer 
helper team engaging them in 2D & 3D art projects and creative snacks, and 
encouraging their efforts. Our art camp is a great way for us as Church to be in 
loving service to, and to connect with our community, around something we have 
in common, and to connect our community to the love of Jesus. The children 
worked together to make three collaborative projects (of animals, buildings, and 
letters) on Teamwork Thursday that we are looking forward to displaying as an 
artist location along the Travis Heights Art Trail on Saturday & Sunday, November 
3 & 4.  

Pumpkin Patch 

   We have re-committed ourselves to hosting the 4th annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch at 
Christ, and are waiting to hear that hopefully the delivery day/time for an 
unloading fellowship event will be either Thursday evening, October 11 at 
6 pm or Saturday morning, October 13 at 8 am. Please consider being a 
piece of the pumpkin patch puzzle again to team up to advertise and 
decorate the patch, staff the tables and sell pumpkinssell pumpkinssell pumpkinssell pumpkins, track sales, and un-

decorate the patch. Our profits from our 2018 Pumpkin Patch will be split 
between the Thailand Children’s Mission and Water to Thrive.  
For information contact Jordan, or Deborah Bynum.  

 

 

 

Feed My Lambs 

   Did you know that we provide lunches to members of the homeless community 
every Thursday at CLC? The sack lunch program handed out 17 lunches in May 
and 23 lunches in June. There are a couple of ways that you can become involved 
with this program. The last Thursday of every month we offer freshly made 
sandwiches. If you are interested in providing sandwiches please let the church 
office know and we will place you on the schedule. Another way that members 
help with the lunch program is by providing individual sized items for the sack 
lunches.  

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for  
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

— Matthew 25:40 

Protein Fruit Dessert Chips Bottled  
Water 

Crackers Sweet 
Treat 

Vienna sausages 
Potted meat 
Tuna fish 

Peanut butter 

Applesauce 

Fruit cups 
Cookies 
Pudding 

Jello 

Assorted 
bags 

 Peanut Butter 
filled 

Cheese filled 

Hard candy 

Gum 

Raisins 

Each Lunch Includes: 



 

300 E. Monroe Street, Austin, TX 78704, (512) 442-5844, www.christaustin.org                              5 

Game On! Vacation Bible School 
Our sports-themed Vacation Bible School (Lifeway) continues 
Sundays this summer at 9:30 am thru August 26. 

Theme Verse:  

                 "His divine power has given us everything required for life and  
                   godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his  

                    own  glory and goodness."         —   2 Peter 1:3  
Motto: Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On!  

Game Plan of Activities for Children (Age 3—Grade 5) to participate in,  

and Youth to Help with: 

 

Crafts Drama Games Missions Music Snacks 

9:30am 

Congregational Events 

Mark your calendars to be a part of these traditions with us: 
Sunday, September  9 — Rally Day 

Sunday, December 16 — Christmas Program  
during the 10:45 am Worship service 

Please stay tuned for details. 

Offerings from our 2018 VBS at Christ to be designated to the Thailand Children’s Mission. 

Please contact Jordan for details and to get involved in Game On! VBS. 

Game On! Celebration August 19 & 26 

Christ Lutheran Church July 2018 

 

Be sure to check out Pastor John’s 

class, where the Bible becomes 

relevant as we study the New 

Testament book of  I Timothy. 

Our nursery room is available for 

families throughout Sunday 

mornings. 

Jesus cares for us 
 

&  
 

 

 

__________________ 
 

calls us to be on His 
team. 

Jesus gives us hope 
 

& 

 

__________________ 

 trains us to place  
our trust in Him,  
and His promises. 

Jesus helps us believe  
 

& 

 

__________________ 

 gives us faith to see 
how He is our Savior, 
and the source of our 

strength. 

Jesus loves us 
 

& 

__________________ 

 

coaches us on how we 
are to encourage each 
other to gear up for 
life's big game. 

Jesus gives us joy 

 

& 

__________________ 

challenges us and 
cheers us on, to go for 
the goal, toward the 
eternal life He's won 

for us. 

June 3 & 10 June 17 & 24 July 1 & 8 July 15, 22, 29 August 5 & 12 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

July 2018 

Confirmation 
Sunday 

Summertime at Christ 

Game On! 
VBS 

Visual Arts 
Camp 
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Stewardship Word  

for the Month 

Colossians 1:15-16 
 

He (Jesus) is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation. For by him 
all things were created: 
things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all all all all 
things were created by him things were created by him things were created by him things were created by him 

and for himand for himand for himand for him.    

Irasema Niomi Martinez 7/3 

Patty Brodbeck 7/6 

Linda Mitchell 7/6 

Mercedes Alvarez 7/8 

Douglas Bynum 7/10 

David Sermons 7/11 

Mary Boardman 7/12 

Jared Juszczak 7/12 

Annette Batts 7/13 

Susan Sermons 7/14 

Madeline Claire Robb 7/16 

Micah Stennfeld 7/17 

George Whitehurst 7/21 

Alana Rock 7/22 

Harold Derenberger 7/26 

Ben Ristow 7/28 

Mary Carrion 7/29 

Herakles Boardman 7/30 

July Anniversaries 

Franklin & Katherine Richter 
7/5/1958 

Gerald & Ellen Decker 
7/5/1958 

Jeremy & Dana Magruder 
7/8/2006 

Cynthia & Mr. Bailey 

7/12/1984 

John & Dolores Dunn 

7/12/1955 

Joe & Lavinia Cano 
7/15/2017 

Donn & Phyllis Trautner 
7/26/1975 

Bill & Christina Martin 

7/26/2014 

July Birthdays 

Christ Lutheran Church July 2018 
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In June we prayed for… 

Family and friends of Doreen Bohrer — as they mourn her sudden passing,          
Family of Robert Fairman — the brother of Linda Ihlo, as they mourn Robert’s passing, 
Ron Kautz — knee replacement surgery, Jeremy Magruder — stationed overseas  

July 8 

 

Flowers:  Zieschang family 

Tellers:  P. Bost / N. Nanyes 

  8:15am:  Lector:   
 Acolyte:   

10:45am: Lector:    Lindsey Sermons 
 Acolyte:  Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild    
 8:15 am     Gracie Cano 
 10:45 am Ronnie & Bryan Richter 
Fellowship:  vacant 

July 22 

Flowers: Donn & Phyllis Trautner 

Tellers:  P. Bost  

  8:15am:  Lector:    Clayton Pillack 
 Acolyte:   Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:    Jane Carrion  
 Acolyte:   Adam Werchan 

Communion Guild    
 8:15 am Alex & Christine Stivers 
 10:45 am  Douglas & Deborah Bynum 
Fellowship:  vacant 

July 29 

 

Elders 
Early Service: Roy Pietsch 

Late Service: Kevin Craig 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a 

replacement. If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and 

leave a message.  

* Flowers will be donated 

Flowers: Doug & Deborah Bynum 

Tellers:  M. Moore/A. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector:     Mark Herber 
 Acolyte:    Katy Herber 
10:45am: Lector:     Connie Ziehr 
 Acolyte:    Ben Ristow 
Communion Guild    
 8:15 am  Felix & Louise Alexander 
 10:45 am     Lindsey Sermons 
Fellowship:  vacant 

Flowers: Decker family 

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky/V.Kanetzky 

  8:15am:  Lector:     Gracie Cano 
 Acolyte:    Justin Medina 
10:45am: Lector:     Norma Nanyes 
 Acolyte:    Emily Richter 
Communion Guild    
 8:15 am  Kimberly & Benjamin Schaare    
 10:45 am  Divina Stennfeld 
Fellowship:  Decker’s and Richter’s 

July 1 

Flowers:  In memory of Julian Shefstad 

 given by Arliss Shefstad 

Tellers:  M. Moore/A. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector:  Alex Stivers 
 Acolyte:  Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:    MaryLou Moore 
 Acolyte:  Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild    
 8:15 am LeMorris Galbreath    
 10:45 am Yolanda Faulkner 
Fellowship:  vacant 

July 15 

July 8 


