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Dear Friends, 
 

   Our mission as a congregation is to 
connect people to Jesus so that they 

might know his love and grow in his 
love. The way we, here at Christ, 

connect people to Jesus is through 
our inspirational worship 

opportunities, our loving service 
activities, our caring fellowship events, and our relevant 

education classes. But the purpose for which we do what we 
do is always to connect ourselves, and others, to Jesus. For 

when people are connected to Jesus they are connected to the 
source and fountain of love, and they are connected to the 

One through whom we gain salvation. 

   This month we will once again host a pumpkin patch for 
our neighborhood. It is a lot of work without much financial 

reward. But money is not why we do it. We host the patch to 
serve our community and to connect with our community, for 

in so doing we begin to connect our community with Jesus. 
The rewards that we are hoping to cultivate through this 

event are not temporal, but eternal; they are ones that may 
have heavenly repercussions, not just earthly. I hope that you 

will commit some of your time, and some of your heart, to 
serving our community through our pumpkin patch. 

 To God be the glory, 

  Pastor John 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 
        WHAT’S INSIDE 

2-3  Around the Church 

4-5  Creative Communication &

 Community Connections 

6  Sharing the Love of Christ 

7  Celebrations! 

8    Serving this Month 

The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor John will be  
out of the office  

Tuesday — Thursday,  
Oct. 3-5, taking a few 
vacation days. Please 

contact Sara in the church 
office or one of the elders 
if you have a pastoral need 

during these days. 
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—   Alan Werchan 

   What a great time we all had at Rally Day.  As always, the food 
and fellowship were first rate. Thanks to the barbecue guys and 
to all that made it a success.    
   October brings another important service activity for Christ as we put forth our 
Third Annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch. We will need lots of volunteers to make this 
work. Please consider helping unload the truck on October 12th and/or selling 
pumpkins daily from October 13th to October 31st. A portion of the proceeds will 
benefit Water to Thrive, a faith-based non-profit dedicated to the mission of bringing 
clean, safe water to those who need it in rural Africa. 
   We will also hold our annual German Sausage Meal on October 29th, featuring the 
best sausage in Texas hand-made by our very own members. The event will in part 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and proceeds will be used by the 
Eunice Guild to support hurricane relief efforts of the Texas District. 
   At September’s Church Council meeting, we began our own discussion of Pastor 
John’s proposal for the December voters’ meeting to have communion available in 
both services every Sunday. We talked about what that would look like and ways we 
could preserve our unique personal time of prayer we currently have in late service.  
I encourage each of you to ponder this, maybe talk about it in your own family or in 
our small gatherings. As always, feel free to ask Pastor John, one of the elders or me 
about it. 

Letter from the President 

Christ Lutheran Church October 2017 

The sack lunch program 
handed out  32 lunches in 
August and 36 lunches in 
September. We continue to 

make fresh  sandwiches on the 
last Thursday of each month. 
Please contact the church 
office with any questions. 

Feed My Lambs  

Military BibleStick  
Thank you and your congregation for your generous gift of $478.00 in 
support of the Military BibleStick program. Because of faithful friends 
like you, God’s Word is reaching active-duty service members and 
veterans from all branches of the military. They tell us how thankful they 
are to you for this gift: 

It is a wonderful feeling to know that when there 
is no    Wi-Fi or Internet, I could find a player 
to take with me to listen to the Word of God. 
[Wherever I am deployed], the Military 
BibleStick has kept me going...Thank you! ~ 
Specialist, U.S. Army Reserves 

On their behalf — thank you! Troy Carl Vice President 

Bread for All 
Food from the August food drive 
was delivered on September 11. A 
total of 855 pounds of food was 
delivered.   
Thanks again Christ members and 
Thrivent Action Team funds for 
making this a very successful 
gathering! 

Sausage and German Meal 
We will start taking orders for Sausage Links 
and/or Pan Sausage starting Sunday Oct 1st. 
All Sausage orders must be prepaid. Make 
checks out to the Eunice Guild. Sausage 
Links and/or Pan sausage will be $6.00/lb. 
The German Meal tickets will be sold as well 
on October 1. The tickets are $10 ($5 for 
children 5-9). This is being sponsored by the 
Eunice Guild and all profits will go to the 
Hurricane Harvey relief fund.  

German meal menu: Sausage, noodles, 
sauerkraut, German potato salad, and 
cupcakes. 

Celebrate Reformation 

with R&R  
R&R invites you to a celebration 
Thursday, October 5 at 11:00 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall (following 
Pastor Ziehr’s Bible class). 
Hostesses are Dorothy Traugott, 
Sophie Werchan and Doreen 
Bohrer. 
Please bring your own lunch — 
dessert and drinks will be 
furnished. After lunch, we will 
have some special entertainment 
followed by Reformation Bingo — 
each person is asked to bring “nine 
pennies.” 

We look forward to seeing you 
Thursday. Please join us! 
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Cooking with Eunice 

†Meditation for while your cookies bake 

Eunice Guild’s October Gathering  
 

All women are invited to gather on Tuesday, Oct. 17th at 12:00 noon in 
Rooms 7/8 for a special Reformation observance and for loving fellowship 
sponsored by the Eunice Guild.    

Wendish Noodles  
(a wonderful side dish, this recipe is from the Texas Wendish Heritage Society)  
 

1 egg 

1 half egg shell of water (about 3 Tbsp.) 
Pinch of salt (about ¼ tsp.) 
1 ½ to 2 cups flour 

Beat egg and water together.  Add a sprinkle of salt and enough flour to form a stiff dough.  Roll out very 
thin on a pastry cloth.  Dry, turning occasionally.  Cut into thin strips when dry but still pliable.  Cook in 
chicken broth until tender.  Chopped parsley, chopped green onion tops, and a dash of nutmeg may be 
added for flavor.  (Don’t forget the butter!) 
 

*The Wendish Texans were a small Slavic group in Germany who immigrated to Texas in search of 
religious freedom.  The main body came in 1854 and settled in an area they called Serbin.  They were 
devout Lutherans, and one of their first acts was to establish a church, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, and 
apply for membership into The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri (which in 1947, changed 
its name to The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod).  Many members of our congregation can trace their 
heritage back to the Wends of Texas!    

Reformation Meditation for while you cook: 
 

   Did you know that the Lutheran Reformation had a motto?  Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses in 1517, 
and in 1522, the motto first appeared.  It is four Latin words,  “Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum”, from 
Is. 40:8 and 1 Pt. 1:25,  “The Word of the Lord stands forever.”  The “VDMA” showed up as a symbol of 
unity among those who were defending their right to freely believe Holy Scripture based on Luther’s 
teachings.  The motto was put on items such as clothing, flags, doorways, and in churches.  Some churches 
today still display these words.  As I’ve thought about them, I’ve come to realize that as a child of God, 
they are my victory cry of true “Freedom!”  Read these next few verses with the motto in mind and see 
what you think. 

   From Romans 1:16-17 & 3:22, 24  “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for 
the salvation of everyone who believes . . ."  "For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written:  ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”  “This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  All “…are justified freely 
by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

   I read in my Bible commentary,  “God’s grace results in a life free from God’s wrath, from the slavery of 
sin, from the punishment of the Law, and from eternal death.”  This must have been what our Reformation 
Fathers, beginning with Luther, knew so well, and why they selected “VDMA” as their motto.  Holy 
Scripture tells me my faith and my salvation are gifts from God in Christ Jesus.  It’s done!  I’m free to live 
as God intended, loving and serving others.  And, God’s Word as I hear it from my Bible, is unchanging 
and uncompromising.  It will never be revoked.  God’s Word as revealed in Christ is alive in me and ever 
faithful.  God promised me this at my Baptism, and He keeps His promises!  It says so in 1 Peter, “The 
Word of the Lord stands forever!”         

Happy Reformation!  Duannah   

This column is lovingly This column is lovingly This column is lovingly This column is lovingly 

sponsored by the Eunice Guild. sponsored by the Eunice Guild. sponsored by the Eunice Guild. sponsored by the Eunice Guild. 

Each recipe includes Each recipe includes Each recipe includes Each recipe includes 

corresponding Bible verses to corresponding Bible verses to corresponding Bible verses to corresponding Bible verses to 

use for meditation during those use for meditation during those use for meditation during those use for meditation during those 

““““downdowndowndown” ” ” ” times  found in most all times  found in most all times  found in most all times  found in most all 

good recipes. God bless you as good recipes. God bless you as good recipes. God bless you as good recipes. God bless you as 

you cook you cook you cook you cook ““““with Eunicewith Eunicewith Eunicewith Eunice”.”.”.”.    
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JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we often 
take photos, and at  
times, video, of  

ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen 

on  
Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life 

of   
Christ Lutheran.   

 

   We are planning to decorate our patch in the backyard of the Christ’s Workshop 
on Sunday, October 8 after 10:45 Worship. Please sign up today in the Narthex to 
express interest in helping out. The truck will arrive on Thursday evening, Oct. 12, 
at 7pm. Everyone’s help is needed. Come early to grab a bite before we unload our 
pumpkins.  

   Stop on by our patch thru October 31st for free fall family fun, and pick out and 
purchase pumpkins and give the gift of clean water through Water to Thrive. Sign up 
for a shift or two, and welcome guests to our "farm" and help sell some of around 700-

900 bulk pumpkins, and various gourds. Above all, please pray for our pumpkin patch.  

   Please talk with Jordan, or Deborah Bynum, to be a piece of the puzzle that makes 
this year's patch a success. 

 

3rd Annual SoCo Pumpkin  Patch 

Dear People of Christ, 

   What a faith journey we're on partnering with Pastor on special projects, to plant trees 
for the sake of helping people, here and now, and those still to come, to have every 
opportunity to grow in Christ: to read His Word, to pray in His Name, and to serve others 
and to share His love.  

   What a Calling I have to Christ! I believe that Jesus, and the local Church, is the best 
Person, and place, to go to throughout the year for the comfort, patience, peace, love, and 
joy that God freely gives us. I earnestly desire for our members and guests alike to fully 
receive and respond to the blessings that Christ has to offer, as we wait for His return. 

   It is special that I’ve been able to Worship under the oversight of, to work for and with, 
and to call the same man of God, my Pastor, for a decade. Pastor John, and people of 
Christ, you have been my Church Family for over a fourth of my lifetime. Thank you so 
very much for surprising me (it's still surreal) on the tenth day of 2017's ninth month with 
your heart-felt expressions of love: a keepsake gem of a professionally-done plaque of 
gratitude, wonderful words of encouragement, generous and gracious gifts, celebratory 
handshakes and high-fives and hugs, and amazing acts of service contributing to another 
robust Rally Day. Your teamwork, and the timely Word (of "to this you were called" from 
1 Peter 3:9) written on the home-made tree, and Pastor coordinating all of this with you, 
including to communicate with my brother and my mom for my dad to be here that day, 
made all the difference in the world to me. 

   We press on in our command from Colossians 3:23 to work for the Lord. We get to 
continue to connect people to Jesus and build His Kingdom far and wide. As we embark 
on our eleventh year, I am ruminating on the word "reinvent," and what innovative ideas 
to try with Creative Communications and Community Connections toward letting others 
know about the help, healing, and hope that is found in and at Christ.  

   Let's stay faithful this fall with answering the call we all have from God's Word to 
worship, grow, serve, and share life together.  

Sincerely Yours, 

Jordan 
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   On Saturday & Sunday, November 4 & 5, from 11:00 am - 5:00 pm, we'll get 
to meet our neighbors, mingle around art, and minister through our presence 
during our neighbor's annual Art Trail (www.travisheightsarttrail.org). As you 
are able, please make plans to walk the trail and visit the homes and studios of 
practicing artists showcasing their artwork during this grassroots art show (free 
to the public). We’d love for you also to spend time at our artist location inside 
of our Fellowship Hall, and in front of it along Monroe Street. 

   Our site will display both handmade quilts that are made by the ladies of our 
congregation for distribution in global relief efforts, and various pieces of art 
that were created by the children of our community at our summer art camps. 
Complimentary refreshments will also be available. Please contact Donn 
Trautner, or Jordan, if you are interested in being involved somehow to bake 
and buy desserts, and be around one or both of those days to help out. 

2017 Travis Heights Art Trail 

 

Women’s Self-Defense Workshop 

   On Saturday, November 18, from 9 am - 12 noon, Rev. J. Brown, the Director 
of Church Relations for Concordia University - Texas - and member of the 
World Christian Martial Arts Hall of Fame will return to Christ to lead a 
Women's Self-Defense Workshop for ages 13 and older. Rev. J. Brown was at 
Christ in August for his "Breaking Barriers" presentation about karate and 
theology, and this time, will lead a workshop called "Defeating the Enemy" as 
part of his www.SinBusting.com ministry.  

   The cost for the workshop is $10 per person. Limited to the first 50 people to 
RSVP. Make all checks payable to "Christ Lutheran Church". 100% of the 
funds will go to the Texas Advocacy Project, whose mission is to prevent 
domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking throughout Texas by 
providing free legal services, access to the justice system, and 
education.  Please contact Jordan to confirm your participation in this 
workshop.  

 

Discipleship Classes 
at Christ 

   Grow with us this Fall during 
discipleship classes. In '17-'18, our 
Kingdom Quest Kids (age 3 - 
Grade 5) will celebrate Jesus our 
Savior King at CPH's “Mighty 
Fortress”, and see Scripture come 
alive during Group's “The Bible in 
One Year”.  

   Our teens continue to read 
through the book “Lutheranism 
101” and to reflect on why the 
teachings of the Christian faith are 
important to middle school and 
high school students today. Be 
sure to check out Pastor John's 
class where The Bible becomes 
relevant in our lives and helps us 
get through the week. Our Nursery 
room is available for families 
throughout Sunday mornings.  
   Please contact Jordan for more 
information. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

 

   Be a part of our shepherds - 
teachers, puppeteers, and special 
projects team that give our kids 
and teens opportunities 
throughout the year to grow as 
life-long disciples of Christ Jesus, 
to know, love, and follow Him.  

   Please contact Jordan for more 
information.  

 

 

Singing Faith: 
Celebrating 500 Years of Singing God’s Word 

   Come join in the song on Saturday, October 28 as Bethany hosts a 500th year 
celebration of the Reformation in song.  The Bethany Chancel Choir will be 
joining in song with the Concordia University Choir, the Concordia High 
School Choir, The Redeemer Lutheran Church Choir and others for a mass 
singing of great Lutheran hymns and songs by Lutheran composers.   

   The festivities begin at 12:00 pm on Saturday, October 28 with 
OKTOBERFEST, hosted by the Bethany Holy Smokers.  The event culminates 
with the concert/hymn sing in the sanctuary at 2:00pm. Great traditional 
German cooking at its best will be provided! 
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In September we prayed for… 

Fred Frieling – healing from surgery, Joki Gonzalez – brain tumor, Dorothy Kluttz – 
mother of Alice Werchan, God’s healing and strength for her and prayers for the family, 
Sara Lane – dear friend of Gracie Cano, in her last days fighting a throat and lung cancer, 
Juan Garcia – brother-in-law of Jane Carrion, continued healing and strength while 
recovering from surgery, Jim Egge – father of Brett Egge, being treated for cancer, Oliver 
Engelking – great nephew of Patty Brodbeck, TARP syndrome and related surgeries, 
Sarah Herrera – daughter-in-law of Lucille Herrera, recovering from heart surgery, 
Leslie Juliano – nephew of Lucille Herrera, upcoming heart surgery, Greg Nieto – 
nephew of Lucille Herrera, physical health issues due to complications with diabetes. 
Cindy Zieschang and her sisters as they work to fix their mother’s flooded house. 

Dave & Sue Sermons  
Lindsey Sermons, Jackie Sermons 

Daniel Albers Don & Gwendolyn Lewis 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Rally Day Photos September 10th 

Sharing the Love of Christ 
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Ellen Decker 10/1 

Louise Stuenkel 10/2 

Seth Mendoza 10/4 

Chandler Mitchell 10/5 

Sarah Egge 10/7 

Shelbi Hentschke 10/9 

Richard Ziehr 10/12 

Bill Ashmore 10/13 

Monroe Karcher 10/13 

Mark Carrion 10/14 

Anna Mae Miller 10/14 

Mary Ann Triesch 10/20 

Albert Aguilera 10/27 

October October October October     
BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    

LeMorris & (Randy) Galbreath  
10/1/1976 

Bryan & Ronnie Richter 
10/3/2003 

Debra & Eric Harrison 

10/10/1992 

Phil & Sue Etter 
10/14/1989 

Tim & Tracy Ristow 

10/14/2000 

Kevin & Barbara Craig 

10/21/1989 

Jesse & Michelle Bennight 
10/23/1993 

October October October October     
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
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ELDERS:     
               

8:15am: Roy Pietsch 

 

10:45am: Jesse Bennight 
 

 

 

October 2017 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement. If you know a schedule change  

before 9:00 am on Thursday of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the church office (512-442-5844) to inform the 

secretary of the change. If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and leave a message.  

* Flowers will be donated 

October 8 

Flowers: Wedding of Jared & Lisa Castille 

                   In memory of Albert Carrion, Sr 

Tellers:  P.Hamil / J. Wiley 

  8:15am:  Lector:  Mark Herber 

 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector: MaryLou Moore 

 Acolyte: Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild 

10:45am: Jared Juszczak  

Fellowship:  vacant  

 

Christ Lutheran Church 

October 15 

Flowers: Sue & Phil Etter 

Tellers:  P. Bost / M. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector: Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte:  

10:45am: Lector: Gary Lippe 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild 

  8:15am: Alex & Christine Stivers   

Fellowship:  Ronnie Richter 

October 22 

Flowers: Kevin & Barbara Craig, 

                   in honor of  their anniversary 

Tellers:  P. Bost / M. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector: Mark Herber 

 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:  Jane Carrion 

 Acolyte: Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild 

10:45am: Debbie & Eric Harrison  

Fellowship:  Stennfeld family 

October 29 

Flowers: Karotkin, in honor of family birthdays 

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky / V.Kanetzky 

  8:15am:  Lector: Lucille Herrera 

 Acolyte: Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:   

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild 

  8:15 am   LeMorris Galbreath  

10:45am: Mary Karotkin, Ellen & Gerald Decker 

Fellowship:  German Meal 

October 1 

Flowers: Patti Brodbeck,  

                   in memory of Andrew & Anni Bost 

Tellers:  P. Hamil / J. Wiley 

  8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack 

 Acolyte: Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:  Norma Nanyes 

 Acolyte: Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild 

  8:15am: Felix & Louise Alexander  

Fellowship:  vacant 


