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The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 
 

   As we enter into December we also enter 
into the season of the church year known as 
Advent. This is a time of preparation. 
Whereas many folks think of these days of 
December as a time to prepare for the cele-
bration of Christmas, we in the church 
know that this is actually a time to prepare 
for the coming of Christ. His first coming 
was a prelude of greater things to come. 
And thus as we contemplate and remember 
the circumstances and events surrounding 
his virgin birth, we also prepare our hearts 
to meet him when he returns to take us to 
our heavenly home. 

 

   Our celebration of Christmas is never 
simply about what once happened, but it is 
also an anticipation of what is yet to hap-
pen. Once he came as a child, but he will 
come again as a king. Once he came in hu-
mility, but he will return in glory. The first  

time he came to save us, but the second 
time he will come to claim us and take us 
home.   
   May we thus use these weeks of Advent 
to prepare our hearts to meet our savior. 
May we remember that we are preparing to 
meet Jesus, not just to celebrate his birth-
day. 

 Have a great month, 
 Pastor John 

 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

Letter from the President 

   Our final voters’ meeting for 2016 will be held December 4th following Late Service and will feature a potluck meal. The 
most significant topics will be the 2017 budget along with a slate of candidates for various offices. As always, we will have 
updates from Pastor John, Jordan, the Treasurer, Trustees and other groups. Please plan to share in the fellowship of the meal 
and do your part to address the business of the church. December also brings our annual Pledge Sunday. Each of us has been 
blessed by God in our own way. As you contemplate making a pledge, I encourage you to be like Abel and give joyfully of the 
first fruits. 

 

   I would like to extend a very special thanks to Deborah Bynum for her tireless efforts on behalf of the Pumpkin Patch. Her 
coordination is largely responsible for its continued success. Thanks also to Donn Trautner, Jordan and all who helped with the 
Travis Heights Art Trail. While the weather was not very cooperative, it represented another opportunity to share God’s love 
and to connect with our community. 
 

   If you have not done so, check out our wall on the Monroe Street side and maybe take a picture or two. The wall now says 
“Jesus loves you more”, a twist on a local business’s popular “I love you so much” wall. 

 

  With respect to our facilities, several things are happening. Our new sanctuary air conditioner has finally been installed. The 
Christ’s Workshop roof is old and leaking badly, so the Trustees are moving forward with replacing it. We have collected of-
ferings to cover these immediate capital costs, but as you are able please consider a special offering to replenish the Building 
Improvement Fund. Finally, the Council has approved a new janitorial service at what should be a significant cost savings. 
 

   It is my prayer that God continue to bless each of you this Christmas season and always.   — Alan Werchan 
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Pastor John on  
Vacation 

 

Pastor John will be out of the 
office the week after Christmas, 
December 26 – January 2.  
 

Please contact one of the elders 
if you have any pastoral needs. 

 

    Our Christmas Eve, candlelight ser-

vice will be held on Saturday, Decem-

ber 24, at 6 pm. The following day, 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas 

Day, we will have our Country Christ-

mas worship at 10am. (Please note 

that even though Christmas Day is a 

Sunday, there will only be one ser-

vice.) 

   The following Sun-

day, January 1, is New Year’s Day. 

There will only be one service of-

fered on this day also. The worship 

will be at 10am. There will be no 

discipleship classes (Bible Class or 

Kingdom Quest) on either Christmas 

Day or New Year’s Day. 

Pledge Sunday 

    We will make our 2017 financial pledges to the 

Lord during our worship services on December 

4th. Please prayerfully consider how you can 

honor God with your offerings for the coming 

year and what is needed from you to support the 

work and ministry of Christ Lutheran Church.      

   Although the pledge cards are private, we  

encourage you to take part in the process and to 

hold yourself accountable to the pledge you make 

to our Lord. 

Feed My Lambs Update 

   The sack lunch program handed out 27 lunches during the month of  

October, and 15 lunches during November.  We continue to make fresh sand-

wiches on the last Thursday of each month (this month’s date is Thursday, 

December 29th.) Please contact the church office with any questions. 

Bread for All Food Pantry 

Special Services Sunday  

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

    Thank you to all for bringing the egg cartons. Keep it up! Other items need-

ed on a weekly basis are: canned tuna or other canned meat, canned beans, 

canned soup, peanut butter, cereal, personal items, and dental hygiene prod-

ucts. 

   Your donations help feed these people. Matthew 25:35 – “For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat”.  

   God bless each one of you.  
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 Please join us on December 8th, starting at 

11:30 am, for the annual R & R/Eunice  

Guild Christmas party.  We will have a 

potluck lunch, gift exchange and fellow-

ship. Bring a main dish, side dish, salad or 

dessert to share. Drinks will be provid-

ed.  Our optional gift exchange is just for 

fun and you can’t spend more than $1.00 

on each gift.   

   We will also be collecting items to be 

donated to the Bread for All food pantry. 

   Donations of healthy, non-perishable 

food within the expiration date or dona-

tions of money will help provide food to 

families in crisis in the Austin area. 

Please contact Jo Kautz (512-217-0328) 

or Katherine Richter (512-442-7724) if 

you have questions. 

R&R Group 

     

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

 Please let our church office know if you 

have any changes to your telephone 

number or address. Office hours are 

Tuesday through Friday, 8:30am to 

4:00pm. We’d love to hear from you at 

512-442-5844 or by email at  

jenny@christaustin.org. Thank you! 



 

www.christaustin.org       4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister of 

Creative Communication & 

Community Connections 

    'Thank you' to the people of Christ for sharing the love  

of Christ in SoCo/78704 through our first foray into our  

neighborhood's art trail.  

   A special thanks to Donn Trautner for initiating our involvement, 

to those who came out to staff our exhibit, and to those who baked 

goodies to share with our guests.  

Christmas Program 

   We are slowly but surely getting 

ready to present "Building Blocks of the 

Faith" on Sunday, December 18  during 

the  10:45 service.  

   Our program is being directed again 

this year by Barbara Craig. If your fam-

ily plans to participate in this year's pro-

gram, please make it a priority to be 

here on Sundays at 9:30 am to learn the 

songs and the speaking lines as part of 

our discipleship hour.   

Christmas Tree Decorating 

   Christmas tree decorating will take place on Saturday 

morning, December 3, at 9:00 am.  

   Please come to the Sanctuary and help us decorate for the  

Christmas season.  

Travis Heights Art Trail 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

 Make plans to attend a Saturday re-

hearsal on December 17 in the Sanctuary 

from 9:30-11:30 am. Please consider 

bringing holiday refreshments for our 

reception in the Fellowship Hall after the 

program on the 18th.  

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication 

and  
Community  
Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for 
more information on any of 
the activities on pages 4-5. 

Just a reminder that we often 
take photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to 
put up around Church on the 
screen on Sundays and to post 
to the web that publicizes the 
worship, service, fellowship, 

and education life of   
Christ Lutheran.   
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  We give thanks 

for the many bless-

ings that came from our second annual 

pumpkin patch. We give thanks for our 

coordinator, Deborah Bynum, bringing us 

together for loving service and caring 

fellowship. We give thanks for the gener-

osity of Thrivent Financial in providing 

things for our patch.   

   We give thanks for our partnership 

with Pumpkin Patch Fundraisers, and for 

sales totaling over $5200 from around 

650 bulk pumpkins. We give thanks for 

being able to benefit the work of Water 

to Thrive toward building wells in Afri-

ca. We give thanks that the remaining 

uncarved pumpkins provided enrichment 

to the animals at the Austin Zoo.  

 Pumpkin Patch 

Kingdom Quest 
Lutheranism 101 

Men and Boys’ Retreat 

   We are looking forward to our 2017 Men and 
Boys Retreat on Friday & Saturday, January 6 
& 7 at Camp Lone Star. Our plans include a 
cookout and campfire on Friday, and activities 
like Bible time, archery/tomahawks, rumble pit, 
challenge course, and trading post on Saturday.  
 

  Each year it's a time of relaxation, recreation, 
reflection, and renewal with brothers in Christ. 
The cost is $47 for adults and $27 for children 
12 and under, and includes lodging in the cabins 
on Friday and two meals on Saturday in the din-
ing hall at camp.   

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

   Our first Sunday of   
discipleship classes for our 
children and youth in 2017 
will be on Sunday, January 
8 at 9:30 am. Our Kingdom 
Quest Kids will be learning 
about things Jesus said and 
did during His life on earth, 
and how His parables and 
miracles prepare us for             

His return. 
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Art Wall 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

Milton Ihlo 12/1 
Roy Pietsch 12/1 

Esmerelda Cano 12/2 
John Anthony Montoya 12/2 

Holly Herber 12/3 
Robert Strait 12/3 
Eric Harrison 12/6 

Crystal Aguilera 12/8 
Tim Ristow 12/14 
Blaine Bartels 12/16 
Jean Wiley 12/20 

Anna Mae Kubsch 12/25 
Franklin Richter 12/26 
Benjamin Schaare 12/27 
Jewel Anderson 12/28 
LeeRoy Anderson 12/28 
Cory Rabitoy 12/30 

 

     
Carl and Geneva Mensing 

12/11/1953 
 

Phyllis and Sonny Mitchell 
12/17/1966 

 
Patty and Dale Brodbeck 

12/19/2015 
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Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

Reformation Worship 

German Meal 

Fall 2016 at Christ 
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                                                             8:15                           10:45 
 

ELDERS:                  Bill Ashmore           Tommie Craig 
 

 December 18 
 

Flowers: Patty Bost 

Tellers:  A. Werchan/P. Mitchell 

8:15am:  Lector: Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte: 

10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan 

 Acolyte: Jeremy Faulkner 

Communion Guild 

8:15 am: L. Galbreath 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2016 

December 4  
     

Flowers:  Herbers– In honor of Holly Herber                 

 and Milton Ihlo’s Birthdays 

Tellers:  C.Kanetzky/V. Kanetzky 

8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack 

 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector: Alana Rock 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild 

8:15 am: Stivers Family 

  

 

 

December 25 
 

Flowers: Nancy Wilson * 

Tellers:  P. Hamil/J. Wiley 

10:00am:  Lector: 

 Acolyte: 

Communion Guild 

10:00 am: 

 December 11 
 

Flowers:  Ron and Mary Ann Bowling * 

Tellers:  A. Werchan/P. Mitchell 

8:15am : Lector: Mark Herber 

 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector: MaryLou Moore 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild 

10:45 am: Doug & Deborah Bynum 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.  If you know a schedule change  

before 9:00 am on Thursday of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the church office (442-5844) to inform the 

secretary of the change.  If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and leave a message. 

* Flowers will be donated 


