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Eunice Guild Announcement 

There will be NO Eunice Guild gathering in December.  Instead, we 
will spend our together time, along with the R&R Group, in Christian 
fellowship at the always fun Christmas Party in December.  Hope to 
see everyone there! 

 

Stay connected  
 

   Videos of Pastor John's 
messages are available each 
week online! (visuals added in) 

Our website links to 
YouTube to help us stay 
connected to Jesus 
throughout the week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay connected with our 
social media pages to get the 
latest information. 

 
Website                  
www.christaustin.org  
Facebook     
look for  
“Christ Austin 78704” 

Twitter                    
@ChristATX78704 

December  2018       Christ Lutheran Church 

Lutheran World Relief Quilters - Can you 
sew a straight seam, cut a fabric square or tie a knot? We would love to have you 
join the quilters group. The group meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 
month at 11:00 am. (Some work, like cutting and/or sewing squares, can be done 
at home.) Come help put the finishing touches on some beautiful quilts and send 

them out into the world to be a blessing in someone’s life. 
If you are looking for an opportunity to  
fellowship and do great works, come join us. Donations 
of fabric pieces and “gently used” sheets are appreciat-
ed. Please contact Katherine for more details and to get 
involved. 

 Letter from the President 
 
 Our final voters’ meeting for 2018 will be held December 9th following 
Late Service. Immediately following late service, lunch will be served by the youth 
and their families. The most significant topics will be next year’s budget and  
officers, some facilities issues, and naming a lay elector to vote in the Synodical 
presidential election. As always, we will have updates from Pastor John, Jordan, 
the Treasurer, Trustees and other groups. Please plan to attend and do your part 
to address the business of the church.  
 Advent and the new church year begin this month. During Advent, we take 
time to focus on Jesus’ coming to earth in the past as a child born to Mary, to us 
in the present through Word and Sacrament, and also through the indwelling of 
his Holy Spirit, and finally coming to us in the future on the Last Day. As always, 
we will have a full slate of activities for Advent and Christmas. One I would like 
to highlight is when the children and youth present our annual  
Christmas program during late service on Sunday, December 16th . I encourage 
you to invite family and friends to watch the 
show. These are always well done and a great 
opportunity to show the love of Christ found 
even in the youngest  
people at Christ. 
 
It is my prayer that God continue to bless each 
of you this Christmas season and always. 

  -Alan Werchan 

Voters’ Meeting  
There will be a voters’ meeting 
on Sunday, December 9th in the 
Fellowship Hall following Late 
Service. Important topics in-
clude 2019 budget and elections. 
Lunch will be available. Please 
plan to attend. 
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— with JOY in Christ!  Duannah 

Meditation  

“Christmas is Coming! So What’s Wrong With Me?” 
 
“Pan winter scene; move to frozen pond where children are skating and singing: ‘Christmas time is here, Happiness 
and cheer . . .’ Fade in on Charlie Brown and Linus walking through a light snowfall. They stop to talk over a brick wall. 
CHARLIE BROWN: ‘I think there must be something wrong with me, Linus. Christmas is coming, but I’m not happy. I 
don’t feel the way I’m supposed to feel.’” One of my favorite traditions of Christmas is watching “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” on television. I’ve seen it so many times that I have many of the lines memorized. I even have the book “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas The Making of a Tradition.” Well, unlike C.B., I’m a happy person, but sometimes, as Advent 
begins, I do think that I don’t feel the way I’m supposed to feel. I tend to feel a bit melancholy. Yes, in the few days  
leading up to the start of Advent, I do remember the November deaths of folks I loved – my husband, my father-in-law, 
my grandmother, and others, but that is not the source of my gloom. I’ve felt a little sadness with the start of Advent for 
as long as I can remember. My thoughts seem to focus on the Lord leaving the glory of heaven to be born of a woman 
and begin His walk to the cross and the grave -- because of my sins! Even our Lord’s creation, with its short, dark and 
quiet days, adds to my Lenten-like feelings. But folks all around me seem so happy and wrapped up in holiday busy-
ness. It’s a time of cookies and decorating and shopping and cookies and parties and Hallmark movies and - cookies! 
There’s little time for thoughts of a lowly birth in a musty animal enclosure, and a lonely and horrifyingly painful death 
on a cross. “I think there must be something wrong with me. I don’t feel the way I’m supposed to feel.” What’s wrong 
with me!?! In one of my favorite Bible verses, my Savior tells me what’s wrong: “My sheep listen to My voice; I know 
them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my 
hand.” (John 10:27, 28.) Perhaps I am spending too much time listening to the voices of this world and not enough lis-
tening to the voice of my Savior. I’m okay though, for Advent is a time of preparation, a time for me to prepare my heart 
for the coming of Jesus. And part of the preparation is time spent in repentance. But, I must always remember it is also 
a time of JOY-filled HOPE! This HOPE, or confident trust, is in the promise of the forgiveness of sins and life everlast-
ing in a Savior who is coming again. It is in this that I find the joy and peace of the season, the merry of Christmas. Ad-
vent teaches us about this HOPE that is Christ. It prepares us for this Christmas by taking us back to the first Christ-
mas when Christ came to earth to begin His walk to the cross. It reminds us that Christ came to us in our Baptism, and 
still comes to us in His Word and in His Holy Supper. And Advent takes us to Easter morning and beyond, to the Day 
when Christ comes again to hold out His hand and take us home to heaven. As a believer, I live in HOPE – I am happy! 
This Advent as I prepare for Christmas Day, I will remember and ponder the reason Jesus came to earth, but I will also 
be at peace and filled with joy in anticipation of His coming again. Paul says it so beautifully in Romans 15:13, “May the 
God of HOPE fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with HOPE by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” And just as the Christmas Angels did, “We rejoice in the HOPE of the glory of God!” (Romans. 5:2.) 
That’s what Advent is all about! 

With THANK-filled JOY in the coming of Christ!  Duannah         

7 Can Soup  
This is the perfect soup for those busy, busy days before 
Christmas! The flavors come together to make a truly 
hearty and great tasting meal. Serve with cornbread or 
muffins. 
 
All cans listed are approximately a 15 oz. size unless  
noted. Using low or no salt added products will 
allow you to adjust seasonings to taste.  
 
Prep time is under 10 minutes! 

1 can chili – NO beans 
1 can red kidney beans 
1 can cannellini beans (white kidney) 
1 can pinto beans 
1 can diced fire roasted tomatoes 
1 can Fiesta corn (or your favorite) 
1 can diced tomatoes &amp; green chilis (10 oz- Rotel) 
8 oz processed cheese (Velveeta), cubed 
Seasonings to taste (salt, pepper, chili powder, cumin,  
cayenne, onion powder, garlic powder, etc.) 

Without draining the cans, empty all 7 into a large pot. Add desired seasonings, reserving salt for 
later. Stir to combine and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for at least 15 to 20 minutes. (For 
the very best flavor, cook in a crock pot on low for 4 to 6 hours.) Add the cheese, stirring to melt. Add 
salt and additional seasonings to taste. You may add other cheeses, grated; however, some processed 
cheese is needed for taste and creaminess. 

This column is lovingly sponsored by the Eunice Guild.  
God bless you as you cook “with Eunice”.  
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JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we 
often take photos, and at  

times, video, of  
ministry events to put up 

around Church on the 
screen on  

Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education 

life of   
Christ Lutheran.   

Marbridge House  Volunteer opportunity to serve with Marbridge House at 
2310 Bliss Spillar Road, in Manchaca (78652) on Saturday, December 8 from 9:45 – 
11:15 am. This time we will be at The Ranch (assisted living) leading the residents 
there in Christmas activities. Please contact Jordan for details and to sign-up to 
serve.   

Community First! Village of Lights   
Mobile Loaves and Fishes' Christmas light display event is Friday, November 30,  
Saturday, December 1, and Friday, December 7, and Saturday, December 8 located 
at 9301 Hog Eye Road, Austin, TX. At 5:30 pm, the Village's Advent Market and 
Concessions open, with opportunities to shop for unique, handcrafted gifts made by 
formerly homeless craftsmen and artisans who live there. The Community Cinema 
will be showing a holiday movie each evening at 7 pm. RSVP to mlf.org/lights. 

No Discipleship Classes—There will be no discipleship classes for children 
or adults on Sunday, December 23 or Sunday, December 30th. We will still have our 
coffee fellowship for those who would like to visit between services. Our regular 
class schedule will resume on Sunday January 6th.  

Church Pictorial Directory In January and February, we will be taking 
photos for a new Christ Lutheran Church Pictorial Directory. Schedule an appoint-
ment to have your photo taken after an early or late service during the first two 
months of 2019, or contact Jordan and set up a time during weekly Church Office 
hours, or submit to him a photo via hard copy or by e-mail. In addition, please com-
plete a Directory Information Card to help us make sure that your contact infor-
mation on file with the Church Office is correct. The directory will be available, one 
copy per family, additional copies for a nominal cost, sometime after Easter Sunday, 
April 21. We will also be updating wedding anniversary and birthday photos (for our 
announcement slide shows) during these portrait sessions as well. 

Special Christmas Services—Our traditional, organ led, Christmas Eve 
Carol and Candlelight service will be held at 6:30 p.m. on December 24th. On 
Christmas Day, December 25th, we will worship at 10 a.m. with H.I.S. Band led 
country Christmas. Both services will feature Holy Communion and a variety of 
Christmas carols and songs, though each service is unique in its message, liturgy, 
style, and song selection. We hope you will plan to make both of these services part 
of your Christmas festivities.  

http://mlf.org/lights
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Pastor’s Class – II Timothy 
Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.          

Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am on Sunday Mornings 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2018 

Angel Tree Project Please be sure to write on the Angel Tree Ornament sheet 1) your name and contact infor-
mation 2) the names and ages of the children you signed up to sponsor. Please bring all gifts in plastic bags (w/ orna-
ments attached) to Church and set under the Christmas tree by Sunday, December 2. Please contact Jordan with 
questions. Thanks for your support! 
 

Decorating Fellowship Our annual Christmas decorating will take place on Saturday morning December 1, 

at 9:00 am. We will be decorating both the inside and outside of our Church, and thus will need lots of hands. Join us 

for this fun morning of decorating and fellowship, and maybe a few Christmas snacks too!   

Christmas Program  
Our children and youth at Christ will present our annual Christmas Program on Sunday, December 16 during 10:45 
am worship, with a reception to follow. We will practice songs and motions, and lines, for the program as part of dis-
cipleship class activities December 2nd, 9th and 16th at 9:30 a.m., and will have a rehearsal on Saturday morning, 
December 15th from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. For the fellowship to follow the service on the 16th, please bring hors 
d’oeuvres or a dessert to share.  

Christmas Program Staging We are collecting flattened brown cardboard boxes to use toward creating 

the backdrop of this year's Christmas Program. Please hand these materials to Jordan, or Mark Ziehr. Thank you for 

your help.  

Operation Blue Santa 

Be sure to check out Pastor John’s class, where the Bible becomes relevant as we study the New  

Testament book of II Timothy. Our nursery room is available for families throughout Sunday morn-
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Sharing the Love of Christ 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2018 

Hearts In Spirit Band 

Financial Peace University 

Angel Tree Project 

R&R Pilgrim Stew 

Art Trail Quilt Showcase 

Travis Heights Art Trail 



 

300 E. Monroe Street, Austin, TX 78704, (512) 442-5844, www.christaustin.org                              7 

 

Christ Lutheran Church December 2018 

Milton Ihlo    12/01 
Roy Pietsch   12/01 
Esmeralda Cano  12/02 
Holly Herber  12/03 
Robert Strait  12/03 
Eric Harrison  12/06 
Tim Ristow   12/14 
Blaine Bartels  12/16 
Jean Wiley   12/20 
Franklin Richter   12/26 
Benjamin Schaare 12/27 
Jewel Anderson  12/28 
Cory Rabitoy  12/30 

Stewardship 

Word for 

the Month 

 

December Birthdays 

Sonny & Phyllis Mitchell      12/17 
Patty & Dale Brodbeck        12/19 
Earnest & Susan Sermons  12/22 

December Anniversaries 
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Flowers:  In Honor of Patty and Dale 
 Brodbeck’s 3rd Anniversary 

Tellers:   C. Kanetzky/ V. Kanetzky  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Lucille Herrera 

 Acolyte:     

10:45am: Lector:    Bob Wiley 

 Acolyte:   Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild   

  8:15 am   Felix and Louise Alexander 

 10:45 am Douglas and Deborah Bynum 

Fellowship:  Christmas Program refreshments in 
  Fellowship Hall 

Flowers:   In Honor of Betty Shaw,                      
 Given By Her Children 

Tellers:  A. Werchan/P. Mitchell 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Marylou Moore 

 Acolyte:   

10:45am: Lector:    Kevin 

 Acolyte:   Emily Richter 

Communion Guild  8:15 am   Mary Karotkin,  

            Gerald and Ellen Decker   

            10:45 am  Yolanda Faulkner 

Fellowship:   

Flowers:  Don and Gwendy Lewis 

Tellers:  C. Kantezky/V. Kanetzky 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte:   Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:   Phil Etter 

 Acolyte:   Emily Richter 

Communion Guild  8:15 am  Kim and Ben Schaare 

                                 10:45 am  Trinity Stennfeld 

Fellowship:  Ellen Decker 

Flowers: Mary Karotkin 

Tellers:  M. Moore/ A. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Alex Stivers 

 Acolyte:     

10:45am: Lector:    Gary Lippe 

 Acolyte:   Ben Ristow  

Communion Guild      

            8:15 am     Kim and Ben Schaare 

 10:45 am  Jared Juszczak 

Fellowship:   

Elders:  8:15 am:  Donn Trautner  
       10:45 am: Tommie Craig 

If you cannot serve as scheduled,                                      

it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.                                                            

If a problem arises Sunday morning,                                   

please call the church to let Pastor know.  * Flowers will be donated 

Dec 2 

Dec 9 

Dec 30 Flowers:  In Honor of Ben Schaare’s 
 Birthday 

Tellers:   A. Werchan/P. Mitchell 

  8:15am:  Lector:    

 Acolyte:    Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:     

 Acolyte:    

Communion Guild   

  8:15 am   LeMorris Galbreath 

 10:45 am Debbie and Eric Harrison 

Fellowship:   

Dec 23 

December 2018 Christ Lutheran Church 

Dec 16 


