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Dear Friends, 

 

  October is a busy month 
for us here at Christ. Not 
only is it the 501st 
Anniversary of the 
reformation, but it will be 
our 4th Pumpkin Patch for 
the Travis Heights 
neighborhood. It is the 
greatest opportunity that we 
are afforded each year to 
connect with our neighbors 
on a person to person basis. I hope that you will find 
some time to volunteer at this year’s patch. We need 
many volunteers for both the unloading and the 
selling of our pumpkins. Please see the sign-up 
sheets in the Narthex or give Jordan a call. 

   In I Corinthianss 9:22 Paul wrote: “I have become 
all things to all men so that by all possible means I 
might save some.” “All possible means,” these were 
Paul’s words, that he “might save some,” and that 
would also include selling pumpkins. And so we sell 
pumpkins to serve our community and to connect 
with our community, and always with the hope that 
God might use our service and our connections to 
maybe save some. 

 To God be the Glory,  

 See you at the patch, 

 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

 

Whats Inside  

The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ. October 2018 

Christ Lutheran Church 

-Pastor John 
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Everyone is invited to a gathering on Tuesday, Oct. 16th, at 
12:00 noon, in rooms 7 & 8 for a time together in devotion 
and fellowship sponsored by the ladies of the Eunice 
Guild.  Even if you cannot make it by noon, we are generally 
together for at least one and a half hours, and you are 
welcome to arrive at any time!  This is always a truly 
wonderful and relaxed opportunity to be together as sisters in 
faith – to talk and share, hug and eat a yummy or two, and 
most importantly, to praise the Savior that we share!     

Eunice Guild Announcement  

Stay connected  
 

   Videos of Pastor John's messages are available each week online! (visuals added 

in) Our website links to YouTube to help us stay connected to Jesus throughout 
the week.  
 
 
 
 
Stay connected with our social media pages to get the latest information. 

 Website                  www.christaustin.org  

 Facebook    look for “Christ Austin 78704” 

 Twitter                    @ChristATX78704 

October 2018       Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 
Sausage and German Meal will be Sunday, October 
28th. We will start taking orders today for Sausage 
Links and/or Pan Sausage, as well as tickets for the 
German meal. All Sausage orders must be prepaid. 
Make checks out to the Christ Lutheran Church. Sau-
sage Links and/or Pan sausage will be $6.00/lb. The 
tickets are $10 ($5 for children 5-9). All profits will go 
toward the Kitchen Renovation fund. 
German meal menu: Sausage, noodles,  

sauerkraut, German potato salad, and cupcakes.  

Join Thrivent Financial for  
Retirement and Estate  
Strategies, a free More Than 
Money Matters workshop! 
Retirement and Estate Strategies 
is a free workshop from 
Thrivent that will help you learn 
how to accumulate and  
distribute money for retirement, 
learn different strategies that 
may help you retire more  
confidently and wisely pass on 
money to heirs or charities. 
 
Please call 512-339-9339 or 
email  
arborsgroup@thrivent.com to 
reserve a place for yourself and 
a guest. 
 

Sandwiches will be served. 
 

Dates, Times and Locations: 
Tuesday, October 16th at Noon 

Abiding Love Lutheran 
Church—Narthex 

Austin, TX 
 

Tuesday, October 16th at 
6:30pm 

Triumphant Love Lutheran 
Church—Upper Room 

Austin, TX 
 

Thursday, October 18th at Noon 
or 6:30pm 

Second Baptist Church 
La Grange, TX 
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— with JOY in Christ!  Duannah 

A Simple Prayer 

Mom taught kindergarten at Immanuel Lutheran School in Giddings, Texas, before we children were born and loved 
to shared memories of those days with us.  Many are long forgotten but several cute stories remain.  In one, Mom said 
most of the children, being from Lutheran homes, had been exposed to the Lord’s Prayer, if not in English then in 
German.  They struggled with the big words and often left out a petition or two, but she used this as teaching opportu-
nities.  One year, whenever her class prayed, she heard something that didn’t sound right.  To find out what it was, she 
would stand next to a different child and listen.  Finally, next to a little boy with bowed head and folded hands, she 
heard, “and forgive us our trash baskets.”  Another time, a little boy, when asked if he could say a prayer, blurted out 
something so very quickly that it came out as one word.  Listening closely, she realized it was a prayer she had 
learned as a child.  She told him she knew and liked his nice prayer, but maybe he should slow it down so everyone 
could understand it.  The boy’s simple prayer was, “Abba Jesus.  Amen!”  Mom learned it in German as, “Aber, lieber 
Vater.  Amen.”  There are variations, but the meanings are similar in that the prayer acknowledges a very close rela-
tionship to the Savior - as a child looks to their Daddy for all things - punctuated with “Amen” – “Yes, indeed!”  I 
think of this story often and how odd the turns life takes.  When Mother was 73 years old, she was gripped by demen-
tia and moved to a memory care home.  When I visited, she liked to hear me sing “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
and to pray the Lord’s Prayer, but I soon realized that Mom no longer seemed able to “connect” to the Prayer.  Some-
what like for her kindergarten children, the prayer was difficult.  It saddened me, but I was happy that she still wanted 
to pray.  One day, I remembered her little prayer of “Aber, lieber Vater.  Amen.”  As I stumbled through the German 
words, her eyes lit up and she smiled in recognition, and so this became the prayer my sister and I shared with Mom 
in the few weeks until she died.  How many thousand times during her life must Mom have said her Lord’s Prayer, the 
prayer she loved so much, and yet, the very last words we prayed, were in a simple, yet perfect child’s prayer.  Like 
her kindergarteners though, could she even grasp the meaning or was she merely “going through the motions”?  Did 
her Heavenly Father still hear her prayer?  I don’t know the answer to the first question, but I have absolutely no 
doubt about the second.  Because of her Savior Jesus, the Father most certainly heard her simple prayer, and He heard 
it as a fervent prayer!  Long ago in Mom’s baptism, she was clothed in Christ and made an heir of God with “the full 
rights of sons” (Gal. 4:5).  Her Savior gave her the right to pray.  Sin and the devil through dementia, took away her 
ability but were powerless against her God-given right.  Mom had a power team working for her in the Holy Spirit 
that “helps us in our weakness” and “intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” (Rom. 8:26); and in 
Jesus who “speaks to the Father in our defense” (1 John 2:1) through His death and resurrection, and promises “I am 
with you always” (Matt. 28:20).  I do not know God’s mind, but I do know His promises for all of His children – 
promises that will never be compromised nor broken!  

 
Oktoberfest Stew 
1 Tbsp. olive oil     2 cloves garlic, minced 

1 (14 oz.) smoked sausage, diced   1 cup lager beer (Shiner Bock) 
1 small onion, sliced thin     2 russet potatoes, peeled and cubed 

½ small head of cabbage, cored and thinly sliced 2 ½ cups chicken broth 

½ tsp. black pepper     1 Tbsp. butter 

In a large pot over medium high heat, add olive oil.  Add sausage and brown (about 5 minutes). 
Add onion, cabbage, celery, salt and pepper.  Stir and cook a few minutes to soften vegetables. 
Stir in the garlic.  Add the beer and allow to reduce (5 to 7 minutes).  Stir in the potatoes, 
chicken broth and butter.  Bring to a boil, and cover (but allow steam to escape).  Reduce heat 
to low and simmer for 30 minutes.  Remove from heat and stir in the apple cider vinegar and 

parsley.  Add additional seasonings to taste. 

This column is lovingly sponsored by the Eunice Guild.  
God bless you as you cook “with Eunice”.  
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JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we 
often take photos, and at  

times, video, of  
ministry events to put up 

around Church on the screen 
on  

Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life 

of   
Christ Lutheran.   

 

Travis Heights                 
Art Trail 

 

Saturday and Sunday 
November 3&4 

11am-5pm 
 

Contact Donn Trautner or              
Jordan to get involved. 

 advertising and decorating our 4th 
annual pumpkin patch 

 bringing things, like hay and 
wheelbarrows, we can borrow for it 

 unloading the truck on Saturday, 
October 13 at 8 am 

 sitting out at the patch during shifts 
to greet our guests and to help us 
sell hundreds of pumpkins. 

Dates and Hours of Operation:  
   October 13th—31st  
            Monday—Friday: 11am—7pm 
 Saturday: 10am—7pm 
 Sunday: 12 noon—7pm 
 
Our profits this year will be donated to two wonderful ministries  
1) Water to Thrive (www.watertothrive.org), and  
2) 2) CWEFT-Concordia Welfare & Education Foundation of Thailand 

(www.cwefthailand.org). 
 

Please talk with Jordan, or Deborah Bynum, for details, and to get  
involved in this opportunity for loving service.  

Pumpkin Patch 

Pumpkin Patch - Sign up in the Narthex to help with: 
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Pastor’s Class – II Timothy 
Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.          

Bread for All Food Pantry  - The Bread for All Food Pantry is in need of egg cartons (1 doz. Size) and 
newspaper plastic sleeves. Can you help?  Please place these in the Narthex next to the barrel.    

Travis Heights Art Trail - Enjoy a neighborhood art show by and for the professional artists of Travis 
Heights that is free to the public: 

 Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4, from 11:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 www.travisheightsarttrail.org 
 Visit our artist location inside of our Fellowship Hall, and in front of it along Monroe Street. 
 Our site will display both handmade quilts that are made by the ladies of our congregation for distribution in 

global relief efforts, and various pieces of art that were created by the children of our community at 
our summer art camps.  

 We plan to showcase artwork from local non-profits produced by artists as part of their art studio 
programs. Complimentary refreshments will also be available. 

 
Please contact Donn Trautner, or Jordan, for details, and to get involved in this opportunity for loving service. 

 

Be sure to check out Pastor John’s class, where the Bible becomes relevant as we study the New Testament 

book of II Timothy. Our nursery room is available for families throughout Sunday mornings. 

Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am on Sunday Mornings 

R & R (Relaxed & Retired) Group 

The R & R Group will meet on Thursday, October 4, following the Thursday Morning Bible Class.  Bring a sack 
lunch. Dessert will be provided.  At 11:30 we will have a presentation about the Comfort Dog Ministry and meet a 
Comfort Dog.  Monetary contributions for the Comfort Dog Ministry of Lutheran Church Charities will be appreciat-
ed.  There will be a short ‘fun quiz’ afterward about things we all know. Questions? Call Dorothy Traugott or Sophie 
Werchan.  See you there!             

Christ Lutheran Church October 2018 

Lutheran World Relief Quilters - Can you sew a straight seam, cut a fabric square or tie a knot? We 
would love to have you join the quilters group. The group meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 11:00 
am. (Some work, like cutting and/or sewing squares, can be done at home.) Come help put the finishing touches on 
some beautiful quilts and send them out into the world to be a blessing in someone’s life. If you are looking for an 
opportunity to fellowship and do great works, come join us. Donations of fabric pieces and “gently used” sheets are 
appreciated. Please contact Katherine for more details and to get involved. 
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Sharing the Love of Christ 

The wonderful ladies of                

Eunice Guild. 

Rev. Ziehr’s Bible Study 

Rally Day Festivities 

Family, Food & Cute Pets—what 

more could you ask for?! 

Christ Lutheran Church October 2018 
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Ellen Decker  10/1 
Louise Stuenkel   10/2 
Seth Mendoza  10/4 
Chandler Mitchell 10/5 
Sarah Egge  10/7 
Shelbi Hentschke 10/9 
Richard Ziehr  10/12 
Monroe Karcher  10/13 
Mark Carrion  10/14 
Mary Ann Triesch 10/20 
Albert Aguilera  10/27 

LeMorris  Randy Galbreath  10/1 
Bryan  Ronnie Richter   10/3 
Lisa  Jared Castille               10/6 
Debbie Eric Harrison           10/10 
Phil Sue Etter                       10/14 
Tim  Tracy Ristow                 10/14 
Kevin Barbara Craig             10/21 

Stewardship 

Word for the 

Month 

 
 
“For we are 
God's  
workmanship,  
created in 
Christ Jesus to 
do good 
works, which 
God  
prepared in 
advance for us 
to do.” 
 
 

Ephesians 
2:10  
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In September we prayed for…  
 

Diane Emmert and Carl Mensing’s families as they mourn the loss of their loved one. 
 

Fred Frieling – blood clot  
Tommy Nanyes—Surgery for mass in his brain 
Wayne Corley—brother in law of Donald and Gwendolyn Lewis, leg amputation 
Alex martin—son of Bill Martin, surgery 
Richard Eaton—knee surgery (Lucille Herrera’s daughter’s co-worker) 
Henry Gonzalez—recovering from head injury (Lucille Herrera’s brother) 
John Mitchell—Chemotherapy 
Jeff Stuenkel—healing from surgery (Bert and Louise Stuenkel’s son) 
Liz Barber—(Lucille Herrera’s daughter’s co-worker) 
Lindsey Sermons—teaching overseas 
Sarah (& Brett) Egge — pregnancy 

Flowers: Zieschang, in memory of 
 Christine Hoppe 

Tellers: C. Kanetzky/V. Kanetzky  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte:    Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:    Divina Stennfeld 

 Acolyte:    Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild                                                       
 8:15 am     Alex & Christine Stivers 

 10:45 am  Jared Juszczak 

Fellowship:   

If you cannot serve as scheduled,                                      

it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.                                                            

If a problem arises Sunday morning,                                   

please call the church to let Pastor know.  
* Flowers will be donated 

Oct 7  Oct 21 

Oct 14 Oct 28 
Flowers:   Mary Karotkin                                                          
  

Tellers: P. Hamil/J. Wiley  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Alex Stivers 

 Acolyte:   

10:45am: Lector:    Jane Carrion 

 Acolyte:   Emily Richter 

Communion Guild  8:15 am     LeMorris Galbreath 

            10:45 am   

Fellowship:   

Flowers:  Phil and Sue Etter                   

Tellers:  A. Werchan/P. Mitchell 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Gracie Cano 

 Acolyte:    

10:45am: Lector:   MaryLou Moore 

 Acolyte:   Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild  8:15 am                       
   Kimberely & Benjamin Shaare 

                 10:45 am  Trinity Stennfeld 

Fellowship:   

Flowers:  In Honor of    
 Kevin and Barbara Craig’s  
 29th anniversary  

Tellers:  A. Werchan/P. Mitchell  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Mark Herber 

 Acolyte:    Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:    Phil Etter 

 Acolyte:   Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild   

  8:15 am   Felix & Louise Alexander 

 10:45 am Douglas & Deborah Bynum 

Fellowship:   

 

Elders:  8:15 am:  Roy Pietsch  
       10:45 am: Tommie Craig 

Christ Lutheran Church October 2018 


