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The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John 

Dear Members of Christ, 
 

 

   With the arrival of January I am re-
minded of my yearly anniversary here at 
Christ. On January 16, I will be cele-
brating completion of my 17th year here 
as your pastor. That sounds like a long 
time, and yet I don’t feel like it has been 
that long at all. But then I see my 
younger face on the photo in the Nar-
thex hallway and I am reminded what 
17 years looks like. If I were to describe 
those years in a word, that word would 
be “blessed”. I, and my family, have 
been blessed by our years here at Christ, 
and here in Austin, and here with you. 
We are so thankful for the ways that you 
have continued to care for us, and pray 
for us, and provide for us.  

And so as we begin our 18th year here in 
Austin, and with you at Christ, we do so 
looking forward to many more years to-
gether as the people of Christ sharing the 
love of Christ. To God be the Glory. 
 

          Have a blessed January, and 2017, 
 Pastor John 

 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

Letter from the President 

   Happy New Year!  As we begin another year, let us all give thanks for the blessings we received in 2016 and anticipate the 
possibilities of 2017. 
   We held our final voters’ assembly of 2016 on December 4th. At that meeting, the 2017 budget and officers were approved.    
Based on the reports from our treasurer, it looks like we will finish 2016 with our general fund close to breaking even.  That  
is good news and is in large part to the extra offerings received to pay for facilities issues and to efforts by the Church Council, 
Trustees, Pastor John and Jordan to do things more efficiently and to manage costs. The budget for 2017 will be $361,408 
which is down 5.2% from 2016’s total and reflects those same efforts. Thank you for the confidence you continue to show in 
the congregation’s leadership. 
   At the voters’ assembly, Pastor John remarked that our attendance has been down slightly. Our membership hasn’t really 
changed so it seems that people may be missing a few more Sundays than before. We miss people when they are absent. A 
great New Year’s resolution for all of us would be to make being in Sunday worship a priority. It is through the Word and  
sacraments in congregational worship that we especially are fed the spiritual food that we need. 
   The Trustees continue to address issues. They are contracting with a new company for pest control and exclusion, are  
moving forward on the Workshop roof, and are addressing the city’s new mandatory recycling program. The recycling pro-
gram will require changes in the way we operate -- particularly in how we separate waste in the office and for events. More 
details will be forthcoming.  
   I look forward to a new year of all of us connecting people to Jesus through inspirational worship, loving service, caring  
fellowship, and relevant education. Thanks to each of you for the part you play in Christ Lutheran.    — Alan Werchan 

               

Christ Lutheran Church 

January 2017  
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Upbring Angel Tree Project 

 

 

 

 

Pastor John on  
Vacation 

 

Pastor John will be out of the office 
the week after Christmas,  
December 26 – January 2.  

 

Please contact one of the elders if 
you have any pastoral needs. 

    Once again this year the love of Christ Jesus was on display at 

Christ Lutheran Church as we participated in the Angel Tree gift drive of Upbring  

service agency. Members of Christ went above and beyond in their purchasing of gifts 

for the foster children being served by Upbring. I am so proud of you, and so thankful 

for  your  willingness to  help  these  children have  some  of  their  Christmas  wishes   

granted. May God bless you as you have blessed these children. 

                                             In Christ, 

                                             Pastor John 

Feed My Lambs Update 

   The sack lunch program handed out 15 lunch-

es during the month of November, and approxi-

mately 20 lunches during December. In these 

cold winter months, the gloves, hats and socks 

you kindly made and/or donated have been  

eagerly accepted alongside the lunches.  
    
   We continue to make fresh sandwiches on the 

last Thursday of each month. Please contact the 

church office with any questions. 

Thank You 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

    On behalf of myself, and the other staff members here at Christ, I would like to 

thank all of you for your Christmas gifts to us. We are humbled and grateful for your 

very generous gifts and your loving and prayerful support. May God continue to bless 

you as you have been a blessing to us. 

                                             In Christ, 

                                             Pastor John 

Warmest Thanks 

Classes will resume January 5th. 
See you in the New Year! 

    As mentioned at the voters' meeting in 

December  and  in  the  recent  bulletin  

announcements,  we  will  start  a  new  

recycling program this year and we will 

be  paying  for  this  service.  Please  

recycle what you can at home.  Per City 

regulations,  we  will  need  to  start  a 

recycling program by February 1.    
    
   Items required  to be recycled include  

paper, cardboard, numbered  plastics, 

soda cans, and glass jars.   
    
   More information will be shared as we 

set  up  the procedures.  We will need to 

separate recyclables from trash; our cus-

todial service will take items to the ap-

propriate bin.  

Rev. Ziehr’s  
Bible Class 
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SHEPHERD’S PIE 

 

1 ½ lbs. ground beef  

4 c. mashed potatoes, hot 

2 tsp. minced garlic  

½ c. sour cream 

2 Tbsp. flour  

1 egg yolk  

1 can, 14.5 oz., diced tomatoes  

3 oz. cream cheese 

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 

½ tsp salt 

½ tsp. black pepper 

1 ½ c. frozen mixed vegetables, thawed 

1 ½ c. grated cheddar cheese  

1 c. dark beer 

3 green onions, chopped, separate  

   green tops  

1 beef bouillon cube  

½ tsp. black pepper 

dash cayenne 

     

   She was born a Jew, and had learned well the Old Testament Scripture taught to 
her by her mother, Lois. Both women were God-fearing and believed the promise 
of a Messiah. When it was time to marry, she followed in the tradition of her fam-
ily by marrying a Greek -- and a heathen. She and her husband did not share a 
faith in God. Yet, their son, Timothy, became the protégé and a co-laborer of the 
Apostle Paul, and one of history’s greatest teachers of the Gospel. His mother’s 
name was Eunice. 
 

   The names of Eunice, and her mother, Lois, are only mentioned once in the  
Bible. Paul loved Timothy as a son, and his last letter to him, written from prison, 
is recorded in the Book of 2 Timothy. In his letter, Paul says, “I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.” This one sentence for-
ever placed these women into recorded history, and their existence became in-
spired teaching from God’s Holy Word. 
 

   Eunice and Lois were simply a mother and a grandmother who had learned  
Holy Scripture, and when they heard the Good News of their Savior, Jesus, they 
believed. They loved and diligently studied God’s Word, and faithfully taught it 
to their son and grandson, Timothy, from an early age. Most importantly, they 
lived God’s Word. It was their comfort and strength, guiding them in their daily 
lives. These were the qualities of “sincere faith” passed on to Timothy, which pre-
pared him for the task of following in St. Paul’s footsteps.   
 

   Many years ago at Christ Lutheran Church, when a Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary League group was formed, the ladies chose the name of “Eunice” for their 
guild. Like Eunice, they loved God’s Word and prayed that God’s Holy Spirit 
would lead them to also become women of “sincere faith.” The name, Eunice, so 
long ago recorded by St. Paul in 2 Timothy, remains an endearing part of our 
church’s history, and continues to welcome all women to be a part of it’s legacy. 

 

Relaxed & Retired -  
but always "Rarin' to Go"!! 

 

The Planning Meeting for 2017 will be 
on January 12 following Pastor Ziehr's  
Bible Class.   
 

Bring a lunch and IDEAS  
for activities in 2017! 

 

R&R Group 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

Cooking with Eunice 

A Name Forever in History 

   All women are invited to gather on Tues-
day, January 17, 2017, at 12:00 noon in Rms 
7/8 for a time of fellowship and devotion 
sponsored by the Eunice Guild. In anticipa-
tion of the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-
mation in October 2017, we will continue to 
learn and talk about topics related to that 
important event in history. Our Heavenly 
Father lovingly continues to bless us with 
this time to be together, and our prayer is 
that we will see YOU there!  

† Meditation from John 10:22, 23, 27-28: 
“It was winter, and Jesus was in the tem-
ple area walking.” Jesus said, “My sheep 
listen to My voice; I know them, and they 
follow Me. I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one can snatch 
them out of My hand.” 

Eunice Guild 

   Preheat oven to 350°. Brown meat in 10 

inch oven-proof skillet. Pour off any 

grease and return meat to skillet. Stir into 

meat (on medium heat): green onions 

(tops reserved) and garlic, cooking until 

slightly softened. Sprinkle flour over meat 

and stir well. Add: tomatoes with juice, 

Worcestershire sauce, mixed vegetables, 

dark beer, beef bouillon, black pepper and 

cayenne (optional).  

   Stir to mix well. Bring to a low boil and 

cook until thickened and veggies are done. 

(The alcohol and beer “taste” will cook 

out, leaving only added great flavor.) 

While this cooks, stir egg yolk into sour 

cream. Add this to the hot mashed pota-

toes along with the cream cheese, salt, 

pepper, and ½ c. grated cheddar cheese 

(reserve 1 c. cheddar for topping), stirring 

to melt cheeses. Adjust seasonings to 

taste, and fold in the green onion tops.  

   You may add a little milk to thin if nec-

essary. Set aside. When beef/vegetable 

mixture is thickened, take skillet off of the 

stove, and top with the mashed cheesy 

potatoes. Cover the meat completely, seal-

ing to the edges of the pan. Cover lightly 

with foil, and place in 350° oven for 15 

minutes.  

   Remove foil, cover pie with the remain-

ing 1 c. grated cheddar cheese, a little 

chopped parsley, and paprika, and return 

to oven, uncovered, for 15 minutes. (You 

may assemble the pie and refrigerate until 

ready to use. If so, bring to room tempera-

ture, bake covered with foil for 30 

minutes. Top with cheese, parsley and 

paprika, and bake uncovered 15 minutes.) 

*You may prepare in any large skillet, and 

then assemble in an oven-proof casserole, 

or even, individual-serving sized casse-

roles. Great with a hunk of cornbread! 
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Marbridge House  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister of 

Creative Communication & 

Community Connections 

Men's Discipleship Class  
   On Tuesday, January 3 at 7:30 pm in the Christ's 

Workshop, we will begin the new year as brothers in 

Christ, led by Tim Ristow, reading through the book of 

Ecclesiastes and reflecting on what these wise words 

mean to our lives in Christ.   

Breast Ultrasounds 

   On Saturday, January 28, Stroke Scan, Inc. will return to the Fellowship Hall, this 

time to offer a new program, My Scan, and to provide breast ultrasound medical  

services.        
    
   On Sunday, January 22, Stroke Scan, Inc. will be at the Church to register for the 
event. More details to follow, including regarding cost and time. 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication 

and  
Community  
Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for more  
information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

 

Just a reminder that we often take  
photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen on  

Sundays and to post to the web that  
publicizes the worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life of   

Christ Lutheran.   

 

Men and Boys Retreat  
   On Friday & Saturday, January 6 & 7, we will gathering at Camp Lone Star (2016 

Camp Lone Star Road, La Grange, 78945) for our Men and Boys Retreat. We really 

pack a lot into what's about a twenty-four getaway, but leave room in the schedule for 

spontaneity. The cost is $47 for adults and $27 for children 12 and under. 
    
   We'll cookout hamburgers and hot dogs on Friday, then gather around the campfire 

for songs and s'mores. Then, there's breakfast and Bible time on Saturday morning, 

recreational activities like archery and rumble pit before lunch, and team-building at 

the challenge course before finishing up at the trading post. Please contact Jordan 

by Sunday, January 1 for details and to sign up.  

   On Saturday, January 14, we will volunteer at  

Marbridge House (2310 Bliss Spillar Road, 78652) 

from 9 - 11 am. We'll get to work with Marbridge's 

staff and spend time with their residents and help 

with an activity to start the new year.  
    
   Marbridge House is a community where adults 

with intellectual disabilities learn, experience, and 

achieve A Whole New Life!  
    
   Please contact Jordan for details and to sign up to 

serve. 
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  Save the date of Sunday, February 5 for our annual fellow-

ship with our Church Family at Christ around food and  

football.     
    
   We’ll huddle together in the Fellowship Hall at 5 pm for 
some snacks and to get good seats for kick-off. 
    
   Please stay tuned at Church in mid-January for how to get 
involved in competing in our chili-cookoff contest.  

Super Bowl-of-Chili Cookoff  

Kingdom Quest 
Lutheranism 101 

Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive 

   Each year on the Sundays leading up to the big pro football game, our children 
support the Souper Bowl of Caring in service learning during Kingdom Quest.  
    

   It's a congregational wide effort to collect cans and containers of soup for the  
Bread for All Food Pantry, and to serve the residents living in the nearby 78741 
zip code. Bread for All meets on Mondays at Prince of Peace Lutheran on Oltorf. 
    
   Chip in during the four "quarters" of our food drive:  
1st - January 15, 2nd - January 22, 3rd - January 29, 4th - February 5.   

Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

   Our discipleship classes resume for 
2017 on Sunday, January 8 with  
stories, arts and crafts, games,  
and object lessons for our  
Kingdom Quest Kids.  

 

Our kids are learning about the  
miracles and parables and teachings 

of Jesus.  
 

Our teens continue to talk through 
the topic of what does it mean  

to be Lutheran.  

9:30 am Discipleship Hour 

Merry Christmas 
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Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

Christmas Crèche Crew 

Christmas  
Decorating Day 

R&R Eunice Guild  
Christmas Party 

Preparing for  
Building Blocks of Faith 
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Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

Lauren Chapman 1/1 

Sam Chapman 1/1 

Bill Martin 1/1 
Tommie Craig 1/3 

John Dunn 1/4 
Phyllis Trautner 1/6 

Doreen Bohrer 1/8 

Phyllis Mitchell 1/8 

Brody Richter 1/9 

Chloe Calvo 1/13 

Emily Richter 1/17 

Isaiah Martinez 1/19 

Donald Kirby 1/20 

Helen Pillack 1/21 

Tommy Nanyes 1/23 

Connor Mitchell 1/24 

Dorothy Richter 1/26 

Geneva Mensing 1/29 

Tommie Craig 1/30 

Louise Alexander 1/31 

 

 

     
Felix & Louise Alexander 

1/6/1963 

 

       LeeRoy and Susan Anderson 

1/17/1970 

  

         John and Linda Mitchell 
 1/27/2002 

Celebrations! 
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ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:   Roy Pietsch  
10:45am: Tim Ristow 

 January 22 
 

 

Flowers:  

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky/V. Kantetzky 

8:15am:  Lector: Alana Rock 

 Acolyte: 

10:45am: Lector: Jane Carrion 

 Acolyte: Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild 

10:45am: Debbie Harrison 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2017 

January 8 

 

 

Flowers: Given by Kevin and Barbara Craig, 
in  memory  of  Gail  Craig’s  birthday  and  in  
honor of Tommie Craig’s birthday. 
 

Tellers:  P. Bost/M. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Mark Herber 

 Acolyte: 

10:45am: Lector: Gary Lippe 

 Acolyte: Adam Werchan 

Communion Guild 

10:45am:  

January 29 

 

 

Flowers: Given by the Decker family 

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky/V. Kantetzky 

8:15am:  Lector: Alex Stivers 

 Acolyte: 

10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan 

 Acolyte: Adam Werchan 

Communion Guild 

8:15am: LeMorris Galbreath 

 

January 15 

 

 

Flowers:  

Tellers:  P. Bost/M. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte: 

10:45am: Lector: Mary Lou Moore 

 Acolyte: Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild 

8:15am: Alex & Christine Stivers 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.  If you know a schedule change  

before 9:00 am on Thursday of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the church office (442-5844) to inform the 

secretary of the change.  If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and leave a message. 

* Flowers will be donated 

January 1 

 

 

 

Flowers:  

Tellers:  P. Hamil/J. Wiley 

10:00am:  Lector: Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte: 

Communion Guild 

10:00am: Felix & Louise Alexander 


