
 

300 E. Monroe Street, Austin, TX 78704, (512) 442-5844, www.christaustin.org                              1 

    WHAT’S INSIDE 
 

2-3  Around the Church 

4-6 Creative Communication

 and Community  

        Connections 

7   Celebrations! 

8    Serving this Month 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Dear Friends, 
           As I sit down to write these words the Coronavirus continues to spread, having now reached the 
shores of the United States. The CDC has now stated that it is no longer a matter of “if” there will be an 
outbreak here in America, but “when” there will be an outbreak. As such, both they and other health  
agencies and officials are suggesting that Americans begin to prepare.   
           But what exactly does that mean? There isn't any vaccine or cure, and they aren’t even sure how 
some of the folks contracted the disease. Many folks in various parts of the world, and even some now 
here in America, are wearing masks to filter the air that they breathe, but does that really protect a person, 
when at the same time our hands are so often touching so many surfaces that could be contaminated? 
            Obviously we should all practice good hygiene. We should: 1) wash our hands with soap and    
water, for 20-30 seconds, often throughout the day, 2) refrain from touching our eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands, 3) stay away from folks who are coughing and sneezing, and avoid contact with 
them, and 4) disinfect surfaces that are often touched by other with a product that kills viruses. Do all that 
consistently and that is about the best we can do. 
            But even then this disease is bigger than our ability to prevent it. Which reminds us 
once again of our total need to be completely reliant on God. This world and its problems are bigger than we are, but not bigger 
than our God. And thus we say along with the Psalmist in Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea...” or if a pandemic 
breaks out across our land. Because in the midst of all of it, or of any other thing this world wants to throw at us, this truth      
remains: “The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.”   
                                                      May we hang on to that truth as we face life’s storms. 
                        In Christ,  
                                                                                                                                                    Pastor John 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

March 2020 
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Letter from the President 

Souper Bowl of Caring for “Bread 
for All”: 
The church donated 259.5 pounds of 
soup for Souper Bowl of Caring to 
“Bread for All!” Thank you for your 
efforts, your donations will impact 
so many individuals.  

  The Lenten season began on February 26th. This month we will again observe 

it together through weekly Wednesday services (at Noon). Make sure that you stick 

around and enjoy the fellowship around the soup meals. I want to personally thank 

those that volunteered to provide soups to make these meals possible. On February 

16th we had an emergency congregation meeting to discuss the issues and needed 

repairs on the roof and sound system. Thank you for those that were in attendance and 

provide feedback on both items. Those in attendance gave approval on both items. 

Also, those in attendance gave approval to the council to get a loan form CEF loan for 

up to $50,000. Both of these projects are scheduled to start in April. Finally, don’t  

forget to regularly check our website or follow us on Facebook (look for “Christ   

Austin 78704”) for the latest information or to watch one of Pastor’s sermons. We are 

also on Twitter (@ChristATX78704). 

 

David Schaare 

President 

Souper Bowl of Caring for Bread for All 

Eunice Guild Announcement  
All Ladies are invited to join with other Women of Faith for a 
wonderful time of relaxed and loving fellowship.  We will 
gather on March 17, at 12:00 noon, in Rms 7/8.  We are     
generally together for about 2 hours, so please come        
whenever you can and feel free to leave whenever you 
want.  There is always about an hour of devotion/study/
sharing, followed by goodies to eat (extras are ALWAYS 
welcome!), laughter and hugs.  You - will make the time to-
gether all the better!     

Christ Lutheran Church March 2020 

The Singing Saints of St. Paul 
Lutheran High School,        
Concordia, Missouri, will be 
performing a concert at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 3501 Red 
River Street, Austin, on       
Sunday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
The choir is on their annual  
domestic tour, singing this year 
in Texas, Oklahoma, and     
Missouri. The select touring 
choir is made up of 48 students 
from the 60-voiced concert 
choir and they will be           
performing a varied program 
that included classic works by 
J. S. Bach, Anton Bruckner, and 
Orlando Gibbons, as well as 
some traditional spirituals, 
hymns, and anthems. They will 
also be singing two movements 
from a not-yet-published      
cantata by David von Kampen, 
which they helped commission 
this past summer. The      award
-winning choir is under the   
direction of Dr. Jerrode Baker 
Marsh and has sung in nearly 
all 48 continental states,      
Canada, and in 2018 they sang 
a 19-day tour throughout     
Central Europe. The concert is 
free, but donations are kindly 
requested to help cover         
expenses for their tour. For 
more information about this 
concert, please contact St. Paul 
Lutheran Church at               
512-472-8301.   
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Chicken & Squash Curry   

Such a great meal - versatile, quick and easy to 
prepare!  Tatume squash have a wonderful mild 
taste, and can be found in most grocery 
stores.  They are small, pale green and oblong 
shaped, and easy to grow in central Texas gar-
dens.       

1 medium onion cut into big half-slices, or large 
dice 
1 Tbsp olive oil & 1 Tbsp butter 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1 Tbsp curry powder 
1 tsp ground ginger (or 2 tsp grated fresh gin-
ger) 
2 tsp turmeric 
1/2 tsp cumin 
1/4 tsp cayenne 
1 tsp salt & 1 tsp black pepper 
1/2 - 1 jalapeno, sliced (optional) 
1 Tbsp tomato paste 
2 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, 
            cut into large bite-sized pieces 
2 or 3 tatume squash - wash, cut off stem, and 
dice 
            (or zucchini) 
1 large carrot, thinly sliced on the diagonal 
1 can chicken broth (low sodium) 
1 can coconut milk 
1 Tbsp cornstarch 
            
In a large frying pan over medium high heat, 
sweat onion in the olive oil and butter.  Stir in 
garlic, curry powder, ginger, turmeric, cumin, 
cayenne, salt & pepper, jalapeno, and tomato 
paste.  Cook until fragrant (1 or 2 minutes) 
while stirring.  Stir in chicken to coat with the 
spices and cook just until white.  Add squash 
and carrot.  Stir in broth and coconut milk.  (If 
you prefer a slightly sweet curry, add honey or 
sugar to taste.)  Add water if needed to cover 
squash.  Cover and lower heat to medium.  Cook 
until squash is soft.  Adjust seasonings to 
taste.  If a thicker sauce is desired, dissolve corn-
starch in a little water, stir it into the curry, and 
bring to a low boil.  Serve over your favorite 
cooked rice.  
  
Instead of chicken, use peeled & deveined 
shrimp.  
For a vegetable curry, substitute vegetable 
broth for the chicken broth, use 1 can chick-
peas (drained and rinsed), and a few frozen 
green peas, instead of the chicken. 

This page is sponsored by the Women of the Eunice Guild.   
 

St. Paul says in 2 Tim. 1:5, that Eunice, the mother of Timothy, was a woman 
of "sincere faith."  She loved her Lord and Savior, and she lived her faith.  It is 
our prayer that we may all be granted this same sincere faith.  God be with you 
and bless you as you spend time in Meditation and in Cooking With Eunice. 

Since my high school days, I've wanted a tattoo - a small butterfly perched on my 
shoulder or a few musical notes dancing around my wrist - a remembrance of things I 
love.  Shortly after my last series of spine surgeries, the idea crept back into my 
thoughts.  Afterall, it seemed everyone was getting "tatted."  When I told my husband, 
he shook his head, rolled his eyes, and because we were struggling to pay my medical 
bills, said:  "You just got a million-dollar tattoo running from the back of your head, 
down to your rear."  He was right.  And, I began to wonder how it would look among 
my developing wrinkles!  So much for wanting a "tat."  Did you know that God has a 
tattoo, of sorts?  It states in Isaiah 49:16, "See, I have engraved you on the palms of 
My hands."  “Engrave” here means to inscribe or cut into. Sounds   permanent.  Just 
before that verse, God said: "I will not forget you!" (vs 15).  Yes, in my Bible, it is 
followed with an exclamation point!  Isn't that beautiful?  But it didn't stop there, so 
please let me take you through the rest of my little study.  My Bible's notes led me to 
Exodus 28 where I read about a garment called an ephod which was "a sleeveless 
vestment worn by the high priests."  On each shoulder strap was a stone upon which 
the names of six of the Jewish tribes were engraved.  They served "as memorial 
stones" (vs 12) signifying, and reminding the priest to keep in mind, that he represent-
ed all of Israel before God.  So then, in Isaiah 49:15-16, the Lord was saying to Israel, 
and to us, that we as believers, are etched into His Hands and He will "keep in mind" 
His covenant - His promise to save us.  Thinking about all of this, I read a bit more in 
Exodus.  In Chapter 21, I read about the laws concerning Hebrew slaves.  Israelites 
who became slaves were referred to as "servants" and were to be provided for and 
treated humanely.  The standard price of a servant during this time was 30 shekels of 
silver, and after six years of service, they were to be set free.    However, if the servant 
loved the master and his family, and wanted to stay with them, then the servant's ear 
was to be pierced with an awl while standing against a door or post!  Willingly suffer-
ing this pain and being marked a servant for life, testified to their love.  The "30 pieces 
of silver," the painful piercing with a nail-like tool, the willingness to serve and suffer 
out of love for someone - a picture of my Savior was emerging.  I remembered that 
Jesus is also called "the Servant of the Lord," and my Bible dictionary led me to He-
brews 10:5, 7: "when Christ came into the world, He said:  . . . 'Here I am . . . I have 
come to do Your Will, O God'."  Jesus told His        disciples in Gethsemane, "My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death" (Matt. 26:38), and then kneel-
ing in prayer to His Father, He said, "Yet not as I will, but as You will" (vs 39).  With 
that, I was led to Isaiah 42:1 where the Lord said, "Here is My Servant, Whom I up-
hold; My chosen One in Whom I delight," and to Isaiah 53:5, "He was pierced for our 
transgressions!"  There was one more              revelation.  In Isaiah 44:6, I read: "still 
another will write on his hand, 'The Lord's!'."  My Savior, in His great Love for His 
Father, and for me, willingly placed His open hands against a post - a wooden cross - 
to be pierced with nails, because of my sins.  I have the only tattoo I will ever want - 
or rather, need.  It is the imprint of those Hands in my mind and on my heart.  Alt-
hough not visible, it shouts out, "The Lord's!"  This Lenten Season, I will look at my 
open hands in prayer as I repent and give thanks, and - I will remember.           With 
Joy in Christ!  

Meditation — “My Tattoo” 

Cooking With Eunice 

March 2020 Christ Lutheran Church 



 

300 E. Monroe Street, Austin, TX 78704, (512) 442-5844, www.christaustin.org                              4 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication 

and  
Community  
Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for more  
information on any of the  

activities on pages 4-5.  
 

Just a reminder that we often  
take photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen on  

Sundays and to post to the web that 
publicizes the worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life of   

Christ Lutheran.   

 

Christ Lutheran Church 

RELEVANT EDUCATION 

 Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am  

on Sunday Mornings 
Pastor’s Class – Mark 

Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
      Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.   

March 2020 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Our Lifelight Bible Study on the book of Judges (that meets at 10 am on Thursday 
mornings in Room 7 & 8) concludes on March 12th. Our fellowship before and after 
each session, our chapter by chapter study to better understand how these stories 
point us to Jesus, and our discussions that ensue from the workbook "homework" 
questions, continues to be a great blessing to me. “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to 
His purpose.” Romans 8:28 

-Jordan 
Men's Discipleship Study 
We will continue a study for 2019-2020 led by Tim Ristow and based on the book 
"Navigate Your Faith: A Christian's Field Guide to Not Getting Lost" (by Ron Pratt) 
on Tuesday, March 3, at 7:30 P.M in the Christ's Workshop. Please contact Tim, or 
Jordan, for information.   

LOVING SERVICE 
Volunteer with Marbridge Ranch 
Opportunities to Learn, Experience, and Achieve a Whole New Life 
Saturdays, March 7 and 28 
9:45-11:15 am 
2310 Bliss Spillar Road, Manchaca, TX 78652 
Spend time engaging the residents in arts and crafts 
www.marbridge.org 
Please contact Jordan for details and to sign up to serve   
 
Braille Bible Workers 
For almost 40 years, the Braille Bible Workers from Christ have met up monthly to 
help produce Braille Bibles for the blind. For almost a decade now, a group gets  
together in a fellowship room at Hope Lutheran Church (6414 N Hampton Dr,   
Austin, TX 78723) on the third Tuesday of the month at 9 am to continue their   
faithful volunteer commitment to providing the Word of God freely to people who 
are blind or visually impaired. 
 
The Braille Bible Workers partner with a ministry called Lutheran Bible Workers 
(www.lbwinc.org/) to print, and send, Braille Bibles to places around the world, and 
to show the love of God to people with visual disabilities and bring them into a 
growing relationship with Him. For more information on how to help with the     
production process and to be a part of the team's rotation, please contact Mildred 
Westfall, or Jordan. 
 
Down Home Ranch 
In February, a group from Christ formed an assembly line from greenhouse to 
greenhouse to plant flowers (around 2,400) in pots for the spring, before taking a 
tour of Down Home Ranch. Please consider blessing Down Home Ranch through 
their Wish List at https://www.downhomeranch.org/ways-to-give/wish-list/, in     
support of their mission of empowering the lives of people with intellectual and  
developmental disabilities through social, education, residential and vocational    
opportunities. 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

 
Community Events 

Concordia High School 
#iwillprayforCHS is a 40-day prayer movement for the future of Concordia High School. Instructions from CHS: 

"Text PRAYCHS (all capital letters, no spaces) to 844-901-1659. Every day during Lent, you will receive a text 

message with a unique prayer and a reminder to pray for CHS in a specific way. Your number will only be used for 

this prayer effort."  

https://chsaustin.org/   

 

Concordia Crossing 
Come celebrate all things Concordia at Concordia Crossing with various activities taking place from March 4-8 at 

11400 Concordia University Dr, Austin, Texas, 78726, and around Austin, including at Christ for Concordia     

Sunday during Worship Services on the 8th. This weekend celebration will include specialized programming for 

alumni, clergy, families, friends, and current and prospective students.  

www.Concordia.edu/Crossing 

 

The Easter Triumph 
A live passion play depicting the events surrounding the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

Admission is Free 

Performances at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.  

Saturday, April 4, 2020 

Concordia High School, 1201 S. Heatherwilde, Pflugerville, TX, 78660 

www.eastertriumph.org/   

March 2020 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Easter Sunday festivities for families (from toddlers through 5th Grade) 
Easter Sunday, April 12 at Christ at 9:30 am  
Begins in the Fellowship Hall - Arts and Crafts; Devotion; Instructions 
Then will walk on over to the Workshop to search for treasures and treats around the 
yard (weather-permitting); or stay inside the Building for the event. 
Sign-up starting Sunday, March 22, and by Palm Sunday, April 5, to secure spots for 
your child(ren)/grandchild(ren) to be a part of our Easter Egg-stravaganza. This 
helps us prepare for the activities accordingly. Please contact Jordan for more infor-
mation, and to sign up to participate.   

Pastor John's Sermons 
Go to https://www.christaustin.org/listen-to-messages/    
to listen to Pastor John's Sermons Categorized by... 
 Books of The Bible (Old & New Testaments) 
 Church Year (Chronologically) 
 Series 
 *Advent & Christmas 
 *Lent & Holy Week & Easter 
 *Various Themes 
The feature of being able to find one or more of Pastor 
John's sermons from a book of The Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation may be particularly helpful if there is a 
certain Bible passage that we come across in personal 
study or conversation with someone, in a devotional 
booklet or discipleship class, or wherever we are.  May 
this be a relevant, and reliable, resource to explore as 
we seek to learn more about what God's Word has to 
say about a specific subject and His whole counsel, and 
as we strive to live as Christ’s disciples who seek to 
show both grace and truth. 

Christ’s Friends (Adult Event)   
Day/Date: Saturday, March 21, 2020  

Time: 6:30pm  Location:  Dart Bowl* 
Pricing: $15.00 per person includes two hours of bowling 

and shoe rental 
 
*5700 Grover Ave, Austin, TX 78756  (Dart Bowl is 
about 9 miles/20 minutes North from Christ Lutheran 
Church.) https://dartbowl.com/ 
 
The first round of appetizers for the group will be        
arranged. Drinks and additional food is available for     
purchase onsite at the Dart Bowl Café. 
  
Reservation for the bowling lanes for our group needs to 
be done in advance (minimum 10 people) and provide a 
25% non-refundable deposit. Please RSVP to Toni  
Tolerico,  nyveghead@austin.rr.com, by March 6th  if 
you will join the group. Looking forward to a fun evening 
together! 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

Super Bowl-of-Chili Cook-off 

March 2020 

Eunice Guild 

Braille Bible Workers 

Down Home Ranch - Spring Planting Project 

The Quilt Group 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

October 2019 

 

March Birthdays 

 

Gary Lippe  3/1 

Jordan Boessling 3/3 

Alex Stivers  3/3 

Jane Carrion  3/6 

Nathan Emmrich 3/12 

Duannah Ashmore 3/21 

Divina Stennfeld 3/22 

Donald Lewis  3/23 

Joyce Jakobeit 3/26 

Shirley Hoes  3/27 

Pachalin Stennfeld 3/30 

 
March Anniversaries 

 
Matias & Belinda Reveles 

3/2/1996 
 

Bert & Louise Stuenkel 
3/4/1972 

 
Jared & Christina Juszczak 

3/6/2010 
 

Alex & Christine Stivers 
3/7/2015 

 
Brian & Mary Karotkin 

3/19/1990 
 

March 2020 

Stewardship 
2 Corinthians 8:13-15 

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you 
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the 

present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that 
in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there 
will be equality, as it is written: “He who gathered much 
did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not 

have too little.”  

Easter Triumph 

Lenten Soup Schedule  
All lunches will be served with a salad, cookies, and tea/water. 
 
Please consider donating cookies for the noon meals.  
Label them with, “For Lenten Soup Lunch”. 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 26th, 2020 - David and Kim Schaare Chicken Noodle 
Wednesday, March 4th, 2020 – Louise Alexander Potato Soup 
Wednesday, March 11th, 2020 – Pach Stennfeld Asian Soup 
Wednesday, March 18th, 2020 – Ellen Decker Goulash Soup  
Wednesday, March 25th, 2020 - Cindy Z Beef Stew 
Wednesday, April 1st, 2020 - Mildred Westfall Chicken Corn Chowder 
Thursday, April 9th, 2020 - Donn Trautner Sloppy Joes 

Texas Ramp Project 
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March 29th 
 

 

Flowers: Given by the Zieschang’s  
 

Tellers:  J. Carrion / A. Carrion 

8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack 

10:45am: Lector: MaryLou Moore 

 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Albert and Jane Carrion 

  

 

 

ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  Sonny Mitchell 
10:45am: Kevin Craig 

Christ Lutheran Church 

March 1st  
 

 

Flowers:   Given by Bert & Louise Stuenkel in   
honor of their anniversary   

Tellers:  P. Hamil / J. Wiley 

8:15am:  Lector: Alex Stivers 

10:45am: Lector: Kevin Craig 

 Acolyte: Matt Ristow 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Kimberly and Benjamin Schaare 

10:45am Divina Stennfeld 

 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is 

YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.  

If a problem arises Sunday morning, please 

call the church to let Pastor know.  

* Flowers will be donated 

          March 15th  

 

Flowers: Given by David & Kim Schaare in  
honor of Ben’s Baptism  

 

Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore  

8:15am:  Lector: Paul Kern 
10:45am: Lector: Taylor Harrison 
 Acolyte: Emily Richter 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am: LeMorris Galbreath 
10:45am: Pachalin Stennfeld 
 
  

Mission Statement 

The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to connect  

people to Jesus through: 

Inspirational Worship Loving Service   

Caring Fellowship Relevant Education 

 

 So that they may know, and grow in, his love. 

March 8th  
 
Flowers: Given by the Zieschang’s  
 

Tellers:  P. Hamil / J. Wiley 

8:15am:  Lector: Mark Herber 
 Acolyte: Katy Herber  
10:45am: Lector:  Norma Nanyes 

 Acolyte: Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild: 

8:15am: Felix and Louise Alexander 
10:45am: Trinity Stennfeld  
 

March 2020 

March 22nd  
 

 

Flowers: Given by Pachalin Stennfeld in 
honor of Divina’s Birthday  
 

Tellers:  M. Tolerico / T. Tolerico 

8:15am:  Lector:   

10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Jean Linderman 

Fellowship: Pachalin Stennfeld 

 


