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The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ 

Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 
 

 In the month of July I have the opportunity to serve  

the future of our church and the synod of our church both in  

the same month. I will be chaperoning a group of youth from  

Christ to the National Youth Gathering of the LCMS up in  

Minneapolis, MN from July 10-16. Then I will be serving as  

the pastoral delegate for circit 21 of the Texas District of the  

LCMS to the National Convention of our synod  

in Tampa, FL from July 19-25. I am honored to 

serve in both capacities, but recognize that such service calls me to be away from Austin and 

from serving here at Christ Lutheran during those days. Thankfully we have many qualified 

servant leaders who can take the reigns, so to speak, while I am serving elsewhere. Please feel 

free to contact Maria or Jordan in the church office, or one of our elders, if a pastoral need 

should arise in my absence.  

 May God keep you, and us, safe in His care while we are apart. Have a Blessed 

month. 
 

                  In Christ, 
                    

     Pastor John 

 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 

Letter from the President 

    Later this month Pastor John will attend the 67th Regular Convention of The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Tampa, Florida, as a pastoral delegate from our 

circuit. The theme of the convention is “Joy: Fully Lutheran – Rejoice. Pray. Give 

Thanks.” based on 1st Thessalonians 5:16-18. In anticipation of the convention, both 

Pastor John and I cast ballots on behalf of our congregation in the synod’s presidential 

election, which has been won once again by our incumbent President, Matthew  

Harrison . If you have questions about how I voted and why, feel free to ask me when 

you see me. 

 Elections and conventions often highlight debate and disagreement within 

            (continued on p. 2) 
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Letter from the President 
(ctd. from p. 1) 

Christ Lutheran Church JULY 2019 

Lutheran World Relief 

our church body, yet behind it all the convention worship times are powerful examples 

of our unity and the awesomeness of our God. As brothers and sisters in Christ we 

ought to pray for Pastor John in particular as he fulfills his duties as our representative 

and also for the entire convention that God’s kingdom is advanced. 

 The Trustees have had a setback on replacing our three air conditioning units. 

Our contractor has withdrawn their proposal, citing shortages of qualified labor and 

competing contracts. Phil Etter, our Trustee Chair, has begun the process of contacting 

other contractors. Fortunately, our main issue is heat-related and is not a problem  

during the summer months. 

 As always, stay up on the latest activities or hear a sermon through our  

website (www.christaustin.org) or by following us on Facebook (look for “Christ  

Austin 78704”) or Twitter (@ChristATX78704). 

             — Alan Werchan 

Sunday Mornings this June,  
July, and August 9:30 am  

Discipleship Hour for Kids/
Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Find out more on page 5! 

“Dear Mr. Stennfeld, 

 I cannot thank you enough for your gift. You make it possible for families 

around the world to cope with poverty and disaster. Thanks to you, lives are being 

changed. Thank you for seeing the importance of helping those most in need.  

 

     Blessings,  

     Paul Marsh 

     Regional Representative, Donor Advisor” 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(This is from our monetary gift to pay for the shipping of the quilts.) 
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This page is sponsored by the Women of the Eunice Guild.   
 

St. Paul says in 2 Tim. 1:5, that Eunice, the mother of Timothy, was a woman of 
"sincere faith."  She loved her Lord and Savior, and she lived her faith.  It is our  
prayer that we may all be granted this same sincere faith.  God be with you and bless 
you as you spend time in Meditation and in Cooking With Eunice. 

 

             Banana Delight 

 
 
The perfect banana pudding to take to your 
4th of July picnic!  This recipe is from the 
Spring 2010 "Sweet Blessings" booklet 
compiled by the Ladies of the Christ  
Lutheran Eunice Guild.  The Bible verse 
assigned to the dessert is from Psalm 
119:143,  
"But Your commands are my delight."  
 
Mix together:    
 2 small pkgs vanilla instant pudding 
            3 cups milk 
 
 
Stir in:              
 1 can sweetened condensed milk 
            9 oz. Cool Whip 
 
 
In a serving bowl, layer the above with va-
nilla wafers and sliced bananas, and refrig-
erate until ready to ENJOY! 
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You know those days - days when you seem to "take one step forward and two steps 
back," when there are too many futile, or pointless mountains to climb, and the stress 
and effort leave you feeling downright out of breath.  Yep!  You feel like a Sisyphus - 
right?  Remember him from your Greek Mythology studies?  No, neither do I.  Well, 
Sisyphus was a greedy and scheming King who enjoyed killing.  He "was condemned 
for his sins to roll a boulder uphill for all eternity," but, the rock had a charm placed 
on it so that each time it neared the top of the hill, it rolled back down.  Today, tasks 
and responsibilities that are overwhelming and feel meaningless, are sometimes    
described as Sisyphean.  If only we could just catch a second wind, the strength for 
one last push to get our boulders up and over the hill.  But, even if we succeed in 
completing some of our more arduous tasks, tomorrow we start all over with the same 
endless chores.  Every morning, I tackle one of my most grueling tasks - I dress    
myself.  With limited use of my arms, you can probably imagine how this can be a bit 
of - well, a lot of a challenge.  Sometimes I think, "What's the use?  Is it worth 
it?  Tonight, I'll just take everything off only to start again in the                            
morning!  Ugh!"  But the answer is always the same: "It is absolutely so worth 
it!"  So, I grab my dressing stick and go to work.  I'm usually beat by the time I have 
everything on, but with God's help, I accomplish it!  One boulder over the 
hill!  Yea!  We all have our Sisyphean "boulders" whose weight wears on us and 
takes every breath we can muster.  It may be something physical or emotional -      
having to do with relationships or finances or - whatever makes up your                
boulder.  Take for instance mowing the lawn.  In about 2 weeks, you'll have to go 
through all the hassle again.  Folding the laundry, fixing one appliance only to have 
two others go out, completing those same useless reports at work!  As believers, we 
know our boulders are in no way punishment as Christ suffered the punishment for 
our sins once and for always!  So then, why does so much in life still seem so        
wearisome and meaningless?  I found my answer in the book of Ecclesiastes where 
the author wrote about this very topic.  He began with: "Everything is                   
meaningless.  What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the 
sun?" (1:2-3).  "What has been done will be done again" (vs 9).  But, he says, "A man 
can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.  This 
too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without Him, who can eat or find                 
enjoyment?" (2:24-25).  My Bible introduction to Ecclesiastes says:  "So believers 
strive to do their best in their various roles, letting God crown their efforts with     
success when, where and how He sees fit.  Even their apparent failures are God's 
successes, used by Him for His good purposes."  WOW!  A Christ-centered life -   
doing our best to just live in faith - it's never in vain!  It is God who gives our         
everyday tasks meaning, and only in Him can we find true satisfaction and joy in 
life.  He wants us "to rejoice and do good while [we] live" (3:12), knowing our toil 
"is the gift of God" (3:13)!  Okay, but from where do I get that second wind I will 
need?  From Christ!  All I need do is fix my eyes on Him as He toils, battered and 
bloody, to carry His cross to Calvary.  His "boulder" was more than I can ever       
imagine, yet Jesus found His "second wind" in His boundless love for me, and - He 
completed the task His Father asked of Him.  How can I ever do anything less than to 
joyfully, and with sincere love for my Savior, daily see to the tasks my loving Lord 
asks of me!   

Meditation — “Boulders” 

Cooking With Eunice 
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Rally Day 

Christ Lutheran Church JULY 2019 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Creative  
Communication 

and  
Community  

Connections  

   Please contact Jordan for more  
information on any of the  

activities on pages 4-5.  
 

Just a reminder that we often  
take photos, and at times,  

video, of ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen on  

Sundays and to post to the web that 
publicizes the worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life of   

Christ Lutheran.   

 

 

Church Pictorial Directory  
 
Church Pictorial Directories are available for pick up by contacting the Church Office. 
Additional copies are $5 each.  

 Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am  

on Sunday Mornings 
Pastor’s Class – Mark 

Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
      Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.   

Volunteer to build a wheelchair ramp for the homebound with Texas Ramp Project 
(www.texasramps.org) on Saturday, July 27 from 8:00 am to 12 noon or so. Location 
TBD. It is useful, but not required, to bring a drill. No experience necessary.        
Volunteers must be 16 or older. Please contact Jordan for details, and to sign up to 
serve.  

Texas Ramp Project 

Travis Heights Art Trail 
Join us on Saturday and Sunday, November 2nd and 3rd from 11 am—5 pm for this 
annual art show by and for the professional artists of our neighborhood. Here is 
what we are making plans toward for our artist location on the Art Trail: 
Enjoy complimentary refreshments and examine a display of handmade quilts that 
are made by the Quilting Group of our congregation for distribution in global relief 
efforts. 
Experience various pieces of art produced by artists from: 
 + Art From the Streets, an organization that encourages the gift of  
 self-esteem and financial support directly to the homeless and formerly 
 homeless of Austin who created it.  www.artfromthestreets.org 
   + Down Home Ranch, a working ranch located just outside of Austin, that 
 fosters community, fuels social enterprise and inspires joy for people living 
 with IDD. The mission comes to life through day program, summer camp, 
 respite and various styles of residential homes. www.downhomeranch.org 
 + Marbridge, a non-profit residential community that offers transitional and 
 lifetime care to adults with a wide range of cognitive abilities and—through 
 compassion and faith—provides them opportunities to learn, experience and 
 achieve a whole new life. www.marbridge.org 
 
 Please contact Donn Trautner, or Jordan, for more information.    

Loving Service Opportunities  

Mark your calendars to be a part of this tradition of with us, tentatively scheduled for 

Sunday, September 15. 

 Marbridge 

We will be volunteering again at The Ranch (assisted living) of Marbridge 
(www.marbridge.org) on Saturday, August 3rd from 9:45am—to 11:15am to lead/
help with arts and crafts, spend time with the residents, and prepare for the Art Trail. 
Marbridge is located at 2310 Bliss Spillar Road, Manchaca, TX 78652.  

                           Please contact Jordan for information, and to sign up to serve.  

http://www.texasramps.org/
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Pumpkin Patch 
 

Fifth Annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch at Christ! 

Backyard of the Christ's Workshop 

 

Help continue to provide something that our neighbors in Travis Heights, Bouldin Creek, and beyond, have come to count on 

from us each Fall. We will be receiving a shipment of pumpkins (40 percent of a truck load) on  

Thursday, October 10th at 6 pm. 

 

Opportunities to be a part of this labor of loving service include: 

 letting others know that we are going to host a pumpkin patch again at Christ, 

 decorating the patch in a welcoming way & bringing in wheelbarrows for us to borrow, 

 baking and cooking light food, and arranging things, for an unloading event, 

 joining in the line brigade to unload the pumpkins from the truck, 

 placing the pumpkins on palettes & arranging displays of minis and gourds, etc.  

 lending a hand to keep the pumpkins dry (after there is inclement weather) 

 sitting/standing out at the patch to greet our guests & to sell the pumpkins! 

 

For information please contact Jordan, or Deborah Bynum.  

Christ Lutheran Church JULY 2019 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to connect  

people to Jesus through: 

Inspirational Worship Loving Service   

Caring Fellowship Relevant Education 

 

 So that they may know, and grow in, his love. 

Miraculous Mission! Vacation Bible School 

Lift off on an intergalactic adventure to learn about God's plan of salvation from creation to the cross, and to study Jesus'  

miracles on Sunday Mornings this June, July, and August during the 9:30 am Discipleship Hour for Kids/Youth. The   

Bible Activities are based on John 3:16 centered around an arts and craft project each Sunday. Offerings from our 2019 Vacation 

Bible School to be designated to Concordia Welfare & Education Foundation  
 (Thailand Children's Mission; www.cwefthailand.org).  

On Sundays, July 7, 14, 21, we will celebrate Christmas in July, and learn more about Jesus the Savior being Born, and how He 
came from heaven to earth for us. On Sundays, July 28 & August 4 & 11, we will engage with the Easter message mid-summer 

and learn more about Jesus the Savior being Risen, and how He did miracles, and went to the cross and rose from the grave to save 
us. On Sundays, August 18 & 25, we will participate in activities about the Ascension, and learn more about Jesus the Savior 

Reigning, and how He is coming back for us. 

May we continue at Christ to give families opportunities to grow in Christ Jesus throughout the year!  

Please contact Jordan for details.  
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Sharing the Love of Christ 

Caring Fellowship 

Marbridge Miraculous Mission! VBS 

Lutheran Braille Workers 
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July Birthdays 

Patty Brodbeck  7/6 

Linda Mitchell  7/6 

Douglas Bynum  7/10 

Earnest David Sermons 7/11 

Jared Juszczak  7/12 

Annette Batts   7/13 

Susan Sermons  7/14 

Madeline Robb  7/16 

Micah Stennfeld  7/17 

George Whitehurst  7/21 

Harold Derenberger  7/26 

Ben Ristow   7/28 

Mary Carrion  7/29 

 

July 
 

Anniversaries  
 

Franklin & Katherine Richter 
7/5/1958 

 
Gerald & Ellen Decker 

7/5/1958 
 

Jeremy & Dana McGruder 
7/8/2006 

 
John & Dolores Dunn 

7/12/1955 
 

Steve & Cynthia Bailey 
7/12/1984 

 
Donn & Phyllis Trautner 

7/26/1975 
 

Bill & Christina Martin 
7/26/2014 

Stewardship 
1 Corinthians 

7:23-24 
 

You were bought at a 
price; do not become 

slaves of 
men. Brothers, each 
man, as responsible 

to God, should  
remain in the  

situation God called 
him to.    
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ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  Sonny Mitchell 
10:45am: Kevin Craig 

 

JULY 21 
 

 

Flowers: Don and Phyllis Trautner  
 

Tellers:   

8:15am:  Lector: Clayton Pillack 

 Acolyte:  

10:45am: Lector: Alan Werchan 
 Acolyte: Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Kimberly and Benjamin Schaare 
10:45am: Donald and Gwendy Lewis  

Christ Lutheran Church JULY 2019 

JULY 7 
 

 

Flowers: Douglas and Deborah Bynum in 
 honor of Douglas’ birthday 
  

Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Paul Kern 
 Acolyte:  

10:45am: Lector: Divina Stennfeld 

 Acolyte: Emily Richter 

Communion Guild: 
8:15am: Felix and Louise Alexander 

10:45am Belinda Reveles 

JULY 28 
 
Flowers: Cindy Zieschang in honor of 
 Zachary’s birthday  

Tellers:   

8:15am:  Lector: Alex Stivers  
 Acolyte: Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector: Marylou Moore 
 Acolyte: Adam Werchan 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Bob and Jean Wiley 

If you cannot serve as scheduled,                                      

it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.                                                            

If a problem arises Sunday morning,                                   

please call the church to let Pastor know.  

* Flowers will be donated 

JULY 14 
 

 

Flowers: Roy Pietsch and Maryann 
 Triesch in memory of Judy   
Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore 

8:15am:  Lector: Jessica Engs 
 Acolyte:  

10:45am: Lector: Bob Wiley 
 Acolyte: Katherine Werchan 
 
Communion Guild: 
8:15am:  
10:45am: Daniel Albers 


