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Dear Friends, 
 

   Happy New Year! It’s hard to 

believe that 2017 is behind us, 

and with it, another year of our 

lives on this earth is gone. We 

now have even less time to 

complete those tasks on our bucket 

list … one less year to hike the grand canyon, see the great wall, or go 

on a safari. I don’t know about you, but the older I get the more I have 

a sense of urgency to “get it (whatever it is) while the getting is good.” 

   Do we feel that same way about the spreading of God’s word? Paul 

states in I Cor. 7 that our time here “is short … for this world in its 

present form is passing away.” That being said, our time to reach the 

lost for Jesus and to save them from hell is short and our opportunities 

are few. And thus Paul states that we should live each day with the 

singularity of purpose that such a time as this deserves; we should live 

in a “right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.” 

   What will 2018 bring? Will it be a good year or a bad year … a year 

of joyful beginnings or sorrowful farewells? I don’t know, but one 

thing is certain, being here affords us one more opportunity to live 

devoted to the Lord. May we make use of every day that God grants us 

in this life to love and honor Him. 

Have a blessed month and year! 

  Pastor John 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 
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—   Alan Werchan 

   Happy New Year! We held our final voters’ assembly of 
2017 on December 10th. At that meeting, the 2018 budget and 
officers were approved. The budget for 2018 will be $367,605 which is up 1.9% 
from 2017. Based on the written report from our treasurer, it looks like we will 
finish 2017 with our general fund “in the black”. This will happen for the first time 
in several years and is, in large part, due to the extra offerings received to pay for 
facilities issues outside the general fund. Thank you for the confidence you 
continue to show in the congregation’s leadership.  

   Also at the voters’ assembly, a decision was reached to offer communion in 
every Sunday morning service rather than our current alternating schedule. With 
some details still to finalize, Pastor John informed the assembly that he expects 
this to begin in February. It is likely that we will need to have properly trained 
communion assistants providing assistance to Pastor, in addition to our Elders. If 
this is something you would be interested in doing, stay tuned for more details and/
or speak to an Elder, Pastor John or me. 

   One way to keep current on upcoming events at Christ Lutheran is to regularly 
check our website (www.christaustin.org). Jordan does his best to keep this up to 
date. In addition to the web, did you know that Christ Lutheran is on social media? 
You can follow us on Facebook (look for “Christ Austin 78704”) or Twitter 
(@ChristATX78704). 

   As we embark on 2018, I am confident that Christ Lutheran will continue 
connecting people to Jesus through inspirational worship, loving service, caring 
fellowship, and relevant education. Thanks to each of you for the continuing part 
you play. It is my prayer that God continue to bless each of you this Christmas 
season and always.   

Letter from the President 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2018 

 

The sack lunch program 
handed out  20 lunches in 

November and 31 lunches in 
December. We continue to 

make fresh  sandwiches on the 
last Thursday of each month. 
Please contact the church 
office with any questions. 

Feed My Lambs  

Thank You   

As we begin a new year here at 
Christ Lutheran Church we also 
begin our 19th year together as 
pastor and people.  My family and 
I have been truly blessed to have 
been a part of this community of 
faith for so long, and we look 
forward to our future here 
together also. Among the many 
blessings that we have received 
from you here at Christ is the 
wonderful congregational gift we 
receive each year.  We are most 
grateful for your generosity.  We 
pray that you might be as blessed 
in your lives here at Christ as we 
have been blessed by you.   

In Christ's love, Pastor John 

Christmas Card from SAAM 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

   On behalf of South Austin Assistance Ministry (SAAM), I would like to thank 
you for your 2017 donations to support this outreach to our neighbors in need in 
South Austin. This ministry provides individuals and families with help to take 
care of rent, utilities and prescription medicines, that would otherwise not be 
available. Our partners at Travis County are the “helping hands” through which 
this support is distributed. We thank you for your faithful generosity over the 
years. Together, we have blessed the lives of so many in our community. Thank 
you also for providing the meeting space for the SAAM board. We also are so 
appreciative of the space to host the Spring 2017 Reception! Also, we wish to 
thank Ron Kautz for his tireless work at Treasurer for SAAM! Thank you again 
for being such an important part of this vital ministry. God bless you for your 
ongoing participation in SAAM.                                       — Sincerely, Lisa Neal 

Women Together in Faith 

   All women are warmly invited to a time of Devotion and fellowship with other 
Women of Faith, sponsored by our Eunice Guild, on January 16, 2018 at 12:00 
noon. We will gather in classrooms 7/8. This is a wonderful gift from our Lord – 
a time to grow in faith and hope while in a loving environment. Whether you can 
stay a few minutes or an hour or so, whether you come early or late, everyone is 
welcome!  
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This column is This column is This column is This column is 

lovingly sponsored lovingly sponsored lovingly sponsored lovingly sponsored 

by the Eunice Guild. by the Eunice Guild. by the Eunice Guild. by the Eunice Guild. 

God bless you as you God bless you as you God bless you as you God bless you as you 

cook cook cook cook ““““with Eunicewith Eunicewith Eunicewith Eunice”.”.”.”.    

 

         Peanut Butter Smores Bars 
 

1 1/2 sticks butter, room temp.        1 1/2 c brown sugar 
1/2 c granulated sugar                      1/2 c creamy peanut butter 

                                     2 eggs                                               1 Tbsp vanilla 

                                     1 1/2 c flour                                      3/4 c graham cracker crumbs 
                                     1 c old fashioned oats                       1 Tbsp cornstarch 

                                     2 1/2 tsp baking powder                   1/2 tsp salt 
                                     1/2 c peanut butter chips                  5 full-sized Hershey bars, broken 

                                     7 oz marshmallow fluff                    3/4 c chopped Reese’s peanut butter cups  

Line a 9X13 pan with parchment paper leaving it up 2 sides for ease in removing the bars.  Cream butter and 
sugars in a large bowl.  Add the peanut butter and mix well.  Add the eggs, one at a time, mixing well after each. 
Add vanilla. In a smaller mixing bowl, combine the flour, graham cracker crumbs, old fashioned oats, cornstarch, 
baking powder and salt. Stir this dry mixture into the butter mixture, mixing well. Add the peanut butter 
chips. Refrigerate the dough for 30 minutes. Preheat oven to 350°. After the 30 minutes, remove dough from 
refrigerator, and spread 2/3 of it into the parchment lined pan. Top it with the broken Hershey bars. Top this with 
the marshmallow fluff by dropping small spoonfuls of it and spreading gently. Stir the chopped Reese’s cups into 
the remaining 1/3 dough, and crumble, or drop by teaspoons on top of the fluff. Bake for 25 to 30 minutes until 
lightly browned.  Cool and cut into bars.  Enjoy with a cup of hot chocolate. Oh my!! 

*Meditation for while you cook: 
 

“A Star will come out of Jacob”  (Num. 24:17) 

   Merry Christmas!  One of our favorite TV shows is the old “Gunsmoke” with Marshall Dillon and Chester 
resolving Old West conflicts. In one episode, a man from the hills of Missouri arrives in Dodge City and asks 
where to find a man from another hill clan, and his wife, who now live in the area.  Marshall Dillon tells him 
where they live, and then learns that there is a long running feud between the two clans. Long story short, no one 
gets shot; however, there’s an unusual ending. The Marshall and Chester hurry to where the people live to try to 
prevent any bloodshed only to find the three folks enjoying a meal together. They had decided there is no reason 
to continue the feud, and instead, invite the Marshall and Chester to return in a few days to celebrate Christmas 
with them. Well, Chester explains that Christmas Day was a few days earlier, but he’s told in no uncertain terms 
that Christmas is NOT until after Twelfth Night.  

   “Twelfth Night” has many traditions,  but generally, it’s the end celebration of the 12 days of Christmas and the 
night before Epiphany, January 6th.  Epiphany is the day Christians celebrate the news that Jesus was born to be 
the Savior of all people who believe, and this is shown in Holy Scripture with the arrival of the Magi in the story 
of the Nativity.  The Magi were Gentiles, the first people other than Jews, who the Bible records came to worship 
the new born King. 

   Sometimes, it seems to me we spend weeks preparing for Christmas, but only a few hours actually celebrating 
Christmas.  Even our Nativity scenes depict the entire event as if it happened in one night and can be fully 
appreciated in one quick viewing.  But, when you read the Gospels, you find there is so much more.  For instance, 
the eighth day after Jesus’ birth, He was circumcised and named.  After 40 days, Joseph and Mary took Him to 
Jerusalem (about 6 miles) to be dedicated to the Lord.  Sometime after returning to their house in Bethlehem, men 
from the East (Magi) showed up at their door unannounced to worship their child.  Maybe continuing Christmas in 
our homes through Twelfth Night and Epiphany is the right idea.  Instead of “putting away” Christmas the day 
after, we could use the 12 Days of Christmas to read and reread the accounts of the Nativity and reflect on God’s 
tremendous love for us. 

   Almost 1500 years before the birth of Jesus, Moses wrote in Numbers 24:17, “a star shall come out of Jacob”  -
  and He did!  Our Savior was born!  The Shepherds and the Magi (following a star) saw and worshipped Him.  He 
died on a cross and rose again.  Mary Magdalene, the Disciples and many others witnessed it.  In the final chapter 
to our Lord’s Holy Word, Jesus, Himself, tells us, “I am the bright Morning Star.  . . . Yes, I am coming 
soon.”  (Rev. 22:16, 20).  We can count on it, and ever look forward to it with the Joy-filled Hope of Christmas! 
   It’s not too late.  On January 6, 2018, wish someone a very Merry Christmas!  And, be sure to tell them 

why.  He’s the Savior of all people who believe.    With Joy in Christ!    — Duannah  

Christ Lutheran January 2018 

Cooking with Eunice 
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Christ Lutheran Church January 2018 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we often 
take photos, and at  
times, video, of  

ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen 

on  
Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life 

of   
Christ Lutheran.   R&R Meeting 

R&R—Relaxed and Retired  
— but  “Always Rarin’ to Go!”  
Our Planning Meeting for 2018 will be on January 11th 
at 11 am. Bring your  lunch and IDEAS for activities 
and the MONTH you would like to host. February 1st 
will be our “Mardi Gras” celebration hosted by the 
Kanetzkys. 

 

 

“Thank You” 
To my family in and of Christ, 
 

   Thank you for your sweet outpouring of love upon the death of my Bill. That 
includes not only your cards, phone calls, gifts to the church, and prayers, 
but, also your being with us and the kindness you showed toward my entire 
little family—and your tears. As I heard and read your  messages of faith, and 
looked into your eyes, your sincere caring and love were so evident. My Bill 
truly loved his Savior, the gift of his faith, his church, and his church family—

all of you—and so do I. Thank you. God be with you and remain with you, 
always.  

Christmas at Christ Thank You 

• Thanks for helping Austin Police Operation Blue Santa to wrap presents, sort 
toys, and prepare packages for the less fortunate residents of our city. 

• Thanks for decorating both the inside and outside of our Church for the season. 
• Thanks for donating Angel Tree Project gifts for 40 children and youth served by 

Upbring living in foster homes. 
• Thanks for collecting healthy non-perishable food items for Bread for All Food 

Pantry. 
• Thanks for presenting, and attending, this year’s Christmas Program (“The Real 

Tree of Christmas”), and for bringing hors d’oeuvers and desserts to share for our 
fellowship reception. 

• Thanks for singing Christmas carols for, and with our very own Fred Frieling on 
Christmas Day. 

• Thanks for your continued support of, and prayers for, Creative Communications 
and Community Connections projects, and the call I have to serve with you at our 
church. 

Duannah 

 ----    JordanJordanJordanJordan 

Marbridge House 

 

Volunteer with Marbridge House (2310 Bliss Spillar Road, 78652) on Saturday, 
January 6 from 9:00—11:00 am. We will help the Marbridge staff provide some fun 
activities for the residents at the Villa, perhaps interacting through arts and crafts, and 
something with sports. Marbridge House is a community where adults with 
intellectual disabilities learn, experience, and achieve A Whole New Life! Please 
contact Jordan for details, and to sign up to serve. 
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Christ Lutheran Church January 2018 

Kingdom Quest & Lutheranism 101  
Sunday Morning Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am 

 

Kingdom Quest for Kids 

→  “The Bible in One Year” Art Mural Project 

→     Large Group & Shepherd Groups  

                For Age 3-K & Grades 1-5   

→     Know, Love, and Follow Jesus 

Lutheranism 101 for Teens 

→ A Book Study of the Foundations of the Christian Faith 

                  For Middle School and High School Students 

→     The Bible Comes Alive at Church 

Thursday Bible Study 

   With the New Year we will begin a study of the Book of Daniel. The first session will be on January 4, starting at 
10:00 am with Richard Ziehr leading the class. 

Daniel is familiar from Sunday School stories, but it is much more since it was written in a time of great turmoil and 
uncertainty, making it relevant for our time as well. Its theme is “ The Most High God rules the kingdom of 
men” (5:21), namely, a message of comfort and reassurance. 

Daniel is a fascinating book; written in two languages, half of it narrative and half of it prophetic. The Book has 12 
chapters, the ideal outline for 12 weekly sessions. Always wanted to study Daniel? Here’s your opportunity. Come 
and join us. 

   Each year on the Sundays leading up to the big pro football game, our children support the Souper Bowl of Caring in 
service learning during Kingdom Quest. It’s a congregational wide effort to collect cans and containers of soup for the 
Bread for All Food Pantry, and to serve the residents living in the nearby 78741 zip code. Chip in during the four 
“quarters” of our food drive: 1st Quarter—January 14; 2nd Quarter—January 21; 3rd Quarter—January 28; 4th 
Quarter—February 4. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

 

Super Bowl-of-Chili Cookoff 
   Save the date of Sunday, February 4 for our annual fellowship with our Church family at Christ around food and 
football. We’ll huddle together in the Fellowship Hall at 5 pm for some snacks and to get good seats for kick-off. 
Please stay tuned at Church in mid-January for how to get involved in competing in our chili-cookoff contest. 

Men’s Discipleship Group 

   Another session of “Every Man’s Story” meets on Tuesday, January 2 at 7:30 pm in Christ’s Workshop. We’re 
looking for ways to improve how we share His (Jesus’) story through our own stories (i.e.—our lives). For more 
information contact Tim Ristow  at (512) 799-0450 or Jordan Boessling.  
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Christ Lutheran Church January 2018 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

Christmas at Christ 
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January  Birthdays 

Christ Lutheran Church January 2018 

In December       

   we prayed for… 

Anna Mae Miller – 
hospitalized (twice) for 
pacemaker implant, 
Jeff Stuenkel –  
son of Bert & Louise 
Stuenkel, hospitalized 
for kidney infection 
and liver issues,  
Joe Campos and 
family—at the passing 
of Josephine (Joki) 
Gonzalez. 

Lauren Chapman 1/1 

Sam Chapman 1/1 

Bill Martin 1/1 

Tommie Craig 1/3 

John Dunn 1/4 

Phyllis Trautner 1/6 

Doreen Bohrer 1/8 

Phyllis Mitchell 1/8 

Brody Richter 1/9 

Chloe Calvo 1/13 

Emily Richter 1/17 

Isaiah Martinez 1/19 

Donald Kirby 1/20 

Helen Pillack 1/21 

Tommy Nanyes 1/23 

Connor Mitchell 1/24 

Dorothy Richter 1/26 

Geneva Mensing 1/29 

Thomas Craig 1/30 

Louise Alexander 1/31 

Felix & Louise Alexander 
1/6/1963 

John & Linda Mitchell 
1/27/2002 

January Anniversaries 
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January 2018 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement. If you know a schedule change  

before 9:00 am on Thursday of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the church office (512-442-5844) to inform the 

secretary of the change. If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and leave a message.  

* Flowers will be donated 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 

ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  
Roy Pietsch 

 

10:45am:  
Tim Ristow 

2018 

Flowers: vacant 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte:  Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:   MaryLou Moore 

 Acolyte:  Adam Werchan 

Communion Guild   8:15am:   Felix & Louise Alexander   

Fellowship:  vacant 
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Flowers: vacant 
  8:15am:  Lector:    Mark Herber 

 Acolyte:   Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:     Lindsey Sermons 

 Acolyte:   Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild 10:45am:   Debbie & Eric Harrison   

Fellowship:  Decker family J
a
n
u
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y
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Flowers: In honor of Helen Pillack’s 90th birthday, 
  given by her children:  
 Clayton, Norene, and Betty Joyce 

  8:15am:  Lector:   

 Acolyte:  Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:    Jane Carrion 

 Acolyte:  Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild   8:15am:   LeMorris Galbreath   

Fellowship:  Clayton, Norene & Betty Joyce 
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Flowers:  vacant 

  8:15am:  Lector:   

 Acolyte:  Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:    Connie Ziehr 

 Acolyte:  Emily Richter 

Communion Guild 10:45am:   Bob & Jean Wiley   

Fellowship:  vacant J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 1
4
 


