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Dear Friends, 

 

   A s  w e  e n t e r  i n t o 

November we also enter into 

the final Sundays of the 

church year. Our attention is 

turned to the end times, to the 

final days of this sinful world, 

and to the return of our Savior 

Jesus. 

   In Acts 1, the  2 angels who 

appeared to the disciples at Jesus’ ascension said: “ This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 

will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 

heaven” And then in I Thessalonians 4 St. Paul wrote 

that Jesus would “come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 

trumpet call of God.” And in John 14 Jesus said: “In 

my Father’s house are many rooms: I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 

for you I will come back and take you to be with me.” 

   As we go through the days of this month, and the days 

of our lives...as we face challenges and setbacks...as we 

experience both joys and sorrows, may our focus and our 

faith always look to that day of Christ’s return.   

                                                      Have a Blessed month 

Whats Inside  

The People of Christ Sharing the Love of Christ. 

November 2018 

Christ Lutheran Church 

-Pastor John 

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD 



 

300 E. Monroe Street, Austin, TX 78704, (512) 442-5844, www.christaustin.org                              2 

Eunice Guild Announcement 

There will be NO Eunice Guild gathering in November or 
December.  Instead, we will spend our together time in Christian 
fellowship at the R&R activities for those months – Pilgrim Stew and 
a movie in November and the always fun Christmas Party in 
December.  Hope to see everyone there! 

 

Stay connected  
 

   Videos of Pastor John's 
messages are available each 
week online! (visuals added in) 

Our website links to 
YouTube to help us stay 
connected to Jesus 
throughout the week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay connected with our 
social media pages to get the 
latest information. 

 
Website                  
www.christaustin.org  
Facebook     
look for  
“Christ Austin 78704” 

Twitter                    
@ChristATX78704 

November 2018       Christ Lutheran Church 

 Letter from the President 
 Although we do things year ‘round, it seems like the months of  
October and November are when we really put our collective best foot  
forward to let our neighbors experience the love of Christ. As I write this, 
we are near wrapping up our Fourth Annual Pumpkin Patch. Thanks to all 
who decorated, unloaded the truck, braved the weather, sold pumpkins, 
shared info on social media, or even just bought a pumpkin. We had lots of 
volunteers who helped make this work. Thanks also to the organizers of 
our German meal and to the food preparers and servers. Thanks to those 
who are leading and attending our Financial Peace sessions which will be 
wrapping up mid-November. I continue to hear positive feedback.  
 Finally, thanks in advance to those who will help with our third  
opportunity to meet our neighbors through the Travis Heights Art Trail on 
November 3rd and 4th . Although it is a month away, on Saturday,  
December 1st we will be setting up our outdoor crèche and decorating the 
interior of the church and our Christmas tree. All ages and abilities are 
asked to help. In particular, the crèche is a wonderful profession of our 
faith to those who pass by. With respect to our facilities, one thing you may 
have noticed when you visited the Pumpkin Patch is that there is new 
mulch under the playscape. One other thing you may have noticed is that 
we have had a number of roof leaks with all the wet weather. Our contractor 
continues to work with us to make repairs. As of now, we still have not 
found a suitable replacement air conditioning unit for the narthex. The unit 
continues to cool, but does not heat. Last winter, we were able to rely on 
adjacent units to provide sufficient heat. For now, that continues to be our 
plan. 
 Finally, in anticipation of our December voters’ meeting the will be 
working on the 2019 budget and also filling out a slate for officers, Council 
and various boards. If asked, please prayerfully consider serving in this  
capacity. 

              -Alan Werchan 
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— with JOY in Christ!  Duannah 

Meditation  

“Thank You!” 

I love trivia, so here goes:  when and where was North America’s first Thanksgiving celebrated?  That’s cor-
rect!  It was a Catholic Thanksgiving Mass held in Texas’ Palo Duro Canyon, May 29, 1541, by the Spanish 
conquistador Coronado, and his band of 1500 tired and hungry explorers after they found food and water in 
the canyon and help from local Indians.  Of course, there were the Pilgrims who held a 3-day festival in the 
fall of 1621 to celebrate their first harvest; however, their actual Thanksgiving Day, ordered by their Gover-
nor, was on Nov. 29, 1623.  They were to give thanks to God for His many blessings including the freedom of 
worship.  Now, the day seems to often lack the “thanks” giving part.  I do love the holiday – the church ser-
vice, family, food, and football, but I’ve often thought how odd that we have to be told, and need a day off, to 
“give thanks.”  Especially as a child of God, why would I ever need to be told to “give thanks”?  Yet, 
throughout the Bible, my Heavenly Father repeatedly commands me to tell Him “Thank You” and to praise 
Him.  Why is it so important to God?  Perhaps, it’s because God loves me and in His great wisdom knows 
how very important, and necessary, it is for me.  One of the first things I remember my Dad saying to me, 
over and over, is “What do you say!” whenever someone gave me something.  It was always a command ra-
ther than a question, and I learned I had better say a quick “Thank you.”  I’m sure it was mostly about teach-
ing me good manners, but in so doing, Dad was helping me to grow up to hopefully be humble, caring, gra-
cious, happy.  (I read that a lack of thankfulness in life can lead to feelings of entitlement, and cause arro-
gance, self-centeredness, and bitterness.)  Dad knew what was best for me.  It was important for him to hear 
me give thanks, and it made him happy, because in so doing, I was developing the characteristics he wanted 
for me.  To say “thank you” is to “acknowledge” someone.  It turns my focus from me and toward the one I 
am thanking.  In 1 Thess. 5:18, Paul says, “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.”  It is not an option – it’s God’s command.  Jesus knew this and obeyed His Father - thanking 
Him before He fed the 5,000, before He raised Lazarus, even before what He knew was His Last Supper.  I 
must be thankful in all circumstances because I “know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him” (Rom. 8:28), and, He is conforming me “to the likeness of His Son” (vs 29).  Wow!  It’s more 
than just me saying “Thank You.”  God is at work in me.  And, He wants my entire life to reflect thankful-
ness.  I do this by saying the words, but by also thankfully serving God in joyfully serving others.  As Dad 
was preparing me for earthly life, my Heavenly Father is preparing me for eternal life in heaven.  It’s all about 
my Savior and the ever life I enjoy with Him through His death and resurrection.  That’s how I live in thank-
fulness always!  There is a truth I know well:  God is Good.  In all things, God is Good!  Living in the joy of 
thankfulness to my Lord and Savior, feels so wonderful.  How much more wonderful will it be to sing eternal 
joyful thanksgivings and praises to my God someday in heaven!     

With THANK-filled JOY in Christ!  Duannah         

Caramel Apple Cookies 
1 ½ cups flour  
1 ½ cups old fashioned oatmeal (not instant) 
1 tsp. baking powder 
½ tsp. baking soda 
½ tsp. sea salt 
1 cup unsalted butter at room temperature 
¾ cup sugar in the raw 
¾ cup brown sugar 

 
2 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 large egg 
¾ cup dried apple slices, chopped 
¾ cup Ghirardelli caramel flavored chips* 
Flakey sea salt 
 
Add LOTS OF LOVE 

Combine flour, oats, baking powder, baking soda, and salt in a bowl; stir well. Place butter and sugars 
in a large bowl and beat with a mixer at medium speed until light and fluffy. Add vanilla and egg; beat 
well. Gradually add flour mixture; beating at low speed until just combined. Fold in apple and 
Ghirardelli caramel flavored chips. Drop by tablespoons of dough 2 inches apart onto parchment lined 
baking sheets. Flatten very slightly and sprinkle tops with the flakey sea salt. Bake at 350⁰ for 9 
minutes. Cool on pans for 3 minutes. Remove from pans onto wood cutting board or wire rack. 
SHARE WITH EVERYONE! * Kraft Caramel Bits melt quickly in baking, but if this is all you can find, 
rather than the flavored chips, chop them into smaller pieces and freeze prior to stirring into the dough 
and baking. 

This column is lovingly sponsored by the Eunice Guild.  
God bless you as you cook “with Eunice”.  

(This cookie is so delicious and every bite brings happy thoughts of Fall Fairs and Festivals! I thank a sweet friend, Terre, for sharing it with us and for deliver-
ing a big tub of these welcome cookies on a day the love was so needed.) 
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JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we 
often take photos, and at  

times, video, of  
ministry events to put up 

around Church on the screen 
on  

Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service,  
fellowship, and education life 

of   
Christ Lutheran.   

Travis Heights Art Trail 

Our Church will again be an artist location on the Travis Heights Art Trail. This 
year's event will be Saturday and Sunday, November 3 & 4, 2018 from 11:00 
am to 5:00 pm. We encourage all to be a part of this wonderful event, especially 
if you have not yet experienced our neighborhood's annual art walk. 
 
Our involvement in the Art Trail for the 3rd year will help our congregation to 
be more visible in and engaged with the community as we express a “ministry 
of presence.”  Those two days will give us an opportunity to also open up our 
building and give our guests the opportunity to get a sense for some of the min-
istries that happen here, including that of our Quilters, and our summer Art 
Camps. 
 
We will also be able to help support some local non-profits who will  
showcase artwork produced by artists as part of their art studio  
programs. There will be displays from Art from the Streets and Kairos Creative 
Arts Center on both Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Folks who stop at our site will be able to enjoy a sweet or salty treat and a drink 
graciously provided through a grant from Thrivent Financial.  
 
What can you do to help? 

-Stop by the fellowship hall and enjoy works of art created around the 
greater Austin community that impact lives here and around the world 

 -Walk (or drive) part of the Art Walk using a booklet that will  give 
descriptions of what you will find at each location 

-Volunteer to help with the serving and greeting at our location in 
front of the building along Monroe. 

   
For further information, talk to either Donn Trautner, or Jordan, and for  
further information about the Art Trail go to travisheightsarttrail.org 
         

Pumpkin Patch Thank You 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” These were the words of 
the master in Jesus’ parable of the talents, and I believe these are 
Jesus’ words to us concerning the pumpkin patch also. In spite of 
the rain and cold weather, yet our people of Christ were out at the 
patch faithfully tending to the pumpkins that had been entrusted to 
us. And by God’s grace, we sold more than ever before, so much 
so that we going to be able to give over $1,600 to both Water to 
Thrive and CWEFT (Concordia Welfare and Education Foundation 
of Thailand). So thank you, thank you, and thank you. Well done, 
good and faithful servants. To God be the Glory! 
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Pastor’s Class – II Timothy 
Discipleship Classes for All Ages 
Our Nursery Room is available throughout the morning.          

Bread for All Food Pantry  - The Bread for All Food Pantry is in need of egg cartons (1 doz. Size) and 
newspaper plastic sleeves. Can you help?  Please place these in the Narthex next to the barrel.    

Be sure to check out Pastor John’s class, where the Bible becomes relevant as we study the New 

Testament book of II Timothy. Our nursery room is available for families throughout Sunday mornings. 

Discipleship Classes at 9:30 am on Sunday Mornings 

Christ Lutheran Church November 2018 

Lutheran World Relief Quilters - Can you sew a straight seam, cut a fabric square or tie a knot? We 
would love to have you join the quilters group. The group meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 11:00 
am. (Some work, like cutting and/or sewing squares, can be done at home.) Come help put the finishing touches on 
some beautiful quilts and send them out into the world to be a blessing in someone’s life. If you are looking for an 

Operation Blue Santa 
On Wednesday, November 28, from 6:30-8:00 pm, we have a group opportunity to help with Austin Police Operation 
Blue Santa (4101 S Industrial Dr #260, Austin, Texas, 78744). Shifts at Santa's Workshop involve wrapping presents, 
sorting toys, and preparing packages for families. No children under 6 years old. Only 20 volunteer spots available. 
When we are finished with this service project those who would like to will grab a bite to eat somewhere together. 
Please contact Jordan, or Pastor John, for details, and if you are able to commit to serving during that day/time to 
serve. 
 

Angel Tree Project 
We get to partner with Upbring, the new LSS, once again on the Angel Tree Project. This is a tradition at Christ 
where are given the chance to buy Angel Tree gifts for the children served by Upbring living in foster homes. During 
November, if you are interested in sponsoring a child and buying him or her a gift or two from their wish list, please 
take an ornament from the Christmas tree in the narthex - groups can even form to collectively buy a more expensive 
gift for a child.  
 
Please be sure to write on the Angel Tree Ornament sheet 1) your name and contact information 2) the names and ag-
es of the children you signed up to sponsor. Please bring all gifts in plastic bags (w/ ornaments attached) to Church 
and set under the Christmas tree by Sunday, December 2. Please contact Jordan with questions. Thanks for your sup-
port! 
 

Christmas Program 
Our children and youth at Christ will present our annual Christmas Program on Sunday, December 16 during 10:45 
am worship, with a reception to follow. We begin to practice songs and motions, and lines, for the program as part 
of discipleship class activities in November, and will have a rehearsal on Saturday morning, December 15. 
 

Decorating Fellowship 

 

Our annual Christmas decorating will take place on Saturday morning December 1, at 9:00 am. We will be decorating 

both the inside and outside of our Church, and thus will need lots of hands. Join us for this fun morning of decorating 

and fellowship, and maybe a few Christmas snacks too! 
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Sharing the Love of Christ 

Christ Lutheran Church November 2018 

Caring Fellowship 

Pumpkin Patch Fun! 

Pastor Rolling Through The Patch 

Comfort Dog Ministries  

Reformation Sunday 
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Dorothy Traugott  11/1 
Bryan Richter  11/4 
Yolanda Faulkner  11/6 
Veronica Martinez 11/6 
Roy Cano   11/8 
Berrick Juszczak  11/8 
Andy Hentschke  11/9 
Linda Ihlo   11/9 
Steve Bailey  11/12 
Mildred Westfall  11/12 
Ron Kautz   11/16 
Christy Juszczak  11/17 
Liz Chapman  11/18 
Felix Alexander  11/20 
Alice Werchan  11/20 
David Cano   11/23 
Brenda Steinhauser 11/23 
Ronnie Richter  11/25 
Marco Campagna 11/26 
Forrest Johnston  11/28 
Preston Johnston  11/29 

Stewardship 

Word for 

the Month 

 

 

Luke 17:10 

 
 So you also, 

when you have 
done  

everything you 
were told to do, 
should say, ‘We 

are  
unworthy  

servants; we have 
only done our 

duty.’”  
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In October we prayed for…  
 

 

Fred Frieling – blood clot  
Tommy Nanyes—cancer 
Rosa Williams— cataract surgery and oral surgery 
Richard Eaton—knee surgery recovery (Lucille Herrera’s daughter’s co-worker) 
Lindsey Sermons—teaching overseas 
Sarah (& Brett) Egge — pregnancy 

Flowers: 

Tellers: P. Hamil/ J. Wiley  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Alex Stivers 

 Acolyte:     

10:45am: Lector:    Norma Nanyes 

 Acolyte:     

Communion Guild                                                       
 8:15 am     Kim and Ben Schaare 

 10:45 am  Divina Stennfeld 

Fellowship:  Don and Gwendy Lewis 

If you cannot serve as scheduled,                                      

it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement.                                                            

If a problem arises Sunday morning,                                   

please call the church to let Pastor know.  

* Flowers will be donated 

Nov 4 Nov 18 

Nov 11 Nov 25 
Flowers:   In Honor of Betty Shaw,  

 Given by her children   

Tellers: M. Moore/ A.Moore   

  8:15am:  Lector:   Mark Herber 

 Acolyte:   

10:45am: Lector:    Marylou Moore 

 Acolyte:    

Communion Guild  8:15 am      

            10:45 am  Daniel Albers 

Fellowship:   

Flowers:  Duannah in memory of Bill                                                
and in Glory to God 

Tellers:  P. Brodbeck 

  8:15am:  Lector:   Charles Kanetzky  

 Acolyte:    

10:45am: Lector:   Connie Ziehr 

 Acolyte:    

Communion Guild  8:15 am  

                                          Felix & Louise Alexander
                 10:45 am  Jean Linderman 

Fellowship:   

Flowers:  Dorothy Traugott 

Tellers:  P. Brodbeck  

  8:15am:  Lector:   Gracie Cano 

 Acolyte:     

10:45am: Lector:    Alan Werchan 

 Acolyte:    

Communion Guild   

  8:15 am   LeMorris Galbreath 

 10:45 am Yolanda Faulkner 

Fellowship:  Ellen Decker 

Elders:  8:15 am:  Sonny Mitchell
  
       10:45 am: Kevin Craig 

Christ Lutheran Church November 2018 


