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PASTOR JOHN
Dear Friends,

    I heard recently where 

Brené Brown - the well 

known sociologist, scholar, 

and speaker - said that 

‘connection’ is what gives 

meaning to our lives.  Ob-

viously we as Christians 

believe that it is God who 

gives meaning to our lives, 

for we were created to be 

in communion with Him.  

Th us the tragedy of man’s 

fall into sin is that his 

fellowship with God was 

broken, and the beauty of 

the cross is that through 

Jesus’  sacrifi ce man’s 

relationship with God is 

restored.  And so in an 

ultimate and eternal sense 

meaning in life is only to 

be found in God.

Th at being said, there is 

still Biblical truth in Brené 

Brown’s words, for God 

created us to live in com-

munion with others also.  

Th e very nature of love it-

self is that it must be given 

and shared,  which implies 

someone to give it to and 

share it with.  Th e nature 

of the Old Testament 

children of Israel, of the 

New Testament church,  

of the Lord’s Supper,  of 

worship,  of fellowship, 

and of service is tied up 

with a connection to and 

communion with oth-

ers.  Th e word ‘Koinonia’, 

which we translate fellow-

ship, etymologically means 

‘to have things in common’ 

with others, which is the 

essence of a community, 

which is all about connec-

tion.

Here then we see the 

importance of attend-

ing Sunday worship for 

the life and the growth 

of the Christian.  It is at 

and in worship that we 

fi nd meaning, as we are 

connected to God and to 

the church through the 

common experiences of 

worship - prayer, praise, 

proclamation, and recep-

tion of the Word, and 

most importantly through 

the reception of Holy 

Communion.

If connection is what gives 

meaning to our lives, then 

it stands to reason that 

Christians would live the 

most meaningful lives 

possible.  For through 

the sacrifi ce of Jesus and 

through the work of His 

Spirit, He has connected 

us, in love, to Himself and 

to others.  May we never 

take those connections for 

granted, and may we never 

neglect the opportunities 

that He gives us to meet 

and connect with Him 

and others.

Have a blessed month

Pastor John

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD

Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church

By
Way

the MAY 2015 ISSUE 

01  Pastor John

02  Around the Church

04  Christ’s Community &   

 Connections 

05   Birthdays⁄Anniversaries

06  Just for Kids  

07  Serving Schedule



2

By
Way

the

“Let us not give up meet-

ing together, as some are 

in the habit of doing, but 

let us encourage one an-

other, and all the more as 

you see the Day approach-

ing.”  Hebrews 10:25

   
R & R GROUP
RELAXED & RETIRED-

-but always “Rarin’ to Go”!!

Everyone is invited!   
Husbands, parents, children, 

grandchildren, siblings, and 

friends are all welcome to 

attend the Mother’s Day 

Luncheon on Saturday, 

May 9th at 12 noon.  The 

theme this year will be 

TEXAS.  Please share with 

us from where and how you 

or your ancestors came to 

Texas.  If you have pictures 

please bring them.  If you 

plan to attend, please let 

us know how many are in 

your party.  We need a head 

count for the food prepara-

tion.  Please contact Ellen 

Decker or Mary Karotkin 

at ehansigk@yahoo.com or 

(512) 295-2855 or to RSVP, or 

contact the church office.

Mark Your Calendar! 
The 4th of July Party, 

hosted by Roy Pietsch & 

Mary Ann Treisch will be 

on Thursday,  June 4th, 

2015.  Keep watching the 

announcements in May for 

further details.

EUNICE GUILD          

 It’s finally here!  The Eu-

nice Guild’s much awaited 

Annual Spring Luncheon 

will be held on Tuesday, 

May 19th, at 11:30 am.  ALL 

women, spouses, family, and 

friends are invited.  We will 

once again dine as a group at 

El Gallo on S. Congress, but 

this year, a per person cost of 

only $10.50 will be collected 

at the door when you arrive 

which covers a lunch plate 

selection, iced tea, chips, 

salsa, praline, tax, and gratu-

ity. NO Credit Cards will be 

accepted. Please have exact 

change, or checks made out 

to “The Eunice Guild”.  You 

will then select a plate from 

a manu prepared especially 

for us (please see the bulletin 

board between classrooms 1 

& 2 or the bulletin insert on 

May 3rd for specific menu 

choices).  The plate, iced 

tead, chips & salsa, a praline, 

tax and gratuity are included 

in the special price.  To help 

the restuarant plan accord-

ingly, please sign up on the 

list in the Narthex on the 

Sundays of May 3rd, 10th, or 

17th, and indicate the num-

ber of people in your party.  

Direct any questions or 

concerns to Helen Karcher 

or Duannah Ashmore.  

With great food, easy access, 

and amazing Christian fel-

lowship, you cannot find a 

better deal in Austin!  

    

The Ladies of the Eunice 

Guild say a big ‘Thank You!’ 

to everyone for the tremen-

dous outpouring of love 

through the soap collection 

for Lutheran World Relief 

this past Lenten Season.  

Because of your generosity, 

your prayers, and our Lord’s 

design, over 275 bath-sized 

bars of soap will go to those 

in need throughout the 

world!  Thank you!

MEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY  

See article under Jordan’s 

Community Connections 

section.   

CONFIRMATION
Our 4 confirmands. will be 

confirmed in the 10:45am 

service on Sunday, May 

17th.  The questioning and 

reception for these four 

students will be during the 

Bible Class hour on May 

(Above) 
Eunice Guild ‘Round-up’

church
AROUND  ARO

UND  AROUND  AROUND  ARO
UND  AROUND  the
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17th in the Fellowship Hall 

beginning at 9:30am.  Please 

come and support our 

young people - Adam Wer-

chan, Katherine Werchan, 

Seth Werchan, and Aaron 

McInvale - as they profess 

their faith in Christ before 

the church. 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank 

everyone for their prayers, 

cards, calls, and visits 

during my recent back 

surgery.  Special thanks to 

God for giving doctors the 

knowledge to repair the 

broken bodies and to Pas-

tor John for all his prayers 

and visits.  All the bad 

BIBLE STICK 

COLLECTION 

On Sunday, May 24th, 

we will take up a door 

off ering to support the 

eff orts of Faith Comes By 

Hearing to distribute the 

Bible on mini-mp3 players 

to our military personnel 

stationed throughout the 

world.  Your donations go 

directly toward putting the 

word of God into the ears 

of our military.    

Testamonial: Troops are 
blessed with God’s Word

“Time and time again 

I have been thanked by 

soldiers who received the 

BibleStick, I’ve seen countless 

Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 

and Marines requesting 

these Bibles to go into their 

ruck sacks so they can listen 

while waiting to go on mis-

sions.” - Army Chaplain 

   

Learn more at http://

www.militarybiblestick.

com/

pains in my legs and back 

are gone.  Th e doctors told 

me to remember that I 

have a bad back and not 

to overdo things.  Th anks 

again!    

 - Milton Ihlo 

  
THANK 
YOU,  BODY 
OF CHRIST                                          

Thank you for your prayers, 

visits, candy, cards, and soup.  

 –  Barbara Wilson 

FEED MY LAMBS  
UPDATE
Th e sack lunch program 

handed out 25 lunches 

during the month of 

April. We continue to 

make fresh sandwiches on 

the last Th ursday of each 

month (this month’s date 

will be Th ursday,   

May 28th.)  

Our program can always 

use supplies, so please 

consider donating non-

perishable sack lunch 

items (such as chips, 

bottles of water, fruit cups, 

Vienna sausages, and tuna 

and crackers), and person-

al hygiene items.  Please 

contact the church offi  ce 

with any questions. 

(Above)

R&R at Ladybird 
Wildfl ower Center
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Church Lutheran 
Church 2015 Directory 
Th e Christ Lutheran  

Church  2015 Directory is 
now available.  Please pick 
up your copy (one per 
family  please) after Church 
in the narthex on Sundays, 
April 26 - May 10, or by 
contacting the Church 
Offi  ce.   Additional copies  
are $5 each.  

Capital Area Food 
Bank

Volunteer  on Saturday, 
May 2  from 9 am - 12 
noon  at the Capital Area 
Food Bank (8201 South 
Congress Ave., 78745) . 
We will help in the Food 
Bank’s Product Recovery 
warehouse to inspect, 
clean, sort, box, and make   
donations ready for distri-
bution to the Food Bank’s 
Partner Agencies and the 
families they serve. Volun-
teers must be 8 and older; 
maximum of 15 volunteers.  
Serve at the  Capital Area 
Food Bank  and help  nour-
ish hungry people and lead 
the community in fi ght-
ing hunger.  Please contact 
Jordan for details and to 
sign up to serve. 

their Christian faith, and 
stay tuned for details about 
Rally Day and our annual 
beginning and celebra-
tion of a new Christian 
Education year among our 
Church Family.

Th ailand Trek
Th is summer’s Vacation 

Bible School program at 
Christ will be an unique 
opportunity to learn more 
about Christianity in 
the country of Th ailand 
and how we as a Church 
support the Th ailand 
Children’s Mission.  Cross 
Culture Th ailand Trek  Va-
cation Bible School will be 
a world of fun for children 
age 3 - Grade 5 during the 
9:30-10:30 am Christian 
Education hour on Sun-
days this summer starting 
May 31. Th ey will explore 
Th ai culture, experience 
God’s love for all people, 
and get excited about 
their walk with Jesus.  Th e 
Bible-based, faith-igniting 
crafts, drama, games, mis-
sions, music, and snacks  
at Th ailand Trek will help 
children discover that the 
God of this universe is real, 
love, forgiving, and forever.

(Con’t on Page 5)

a worship service led by 
Pastor John with music 
from the H.I.S. Band, and  
prepare and serve  a  meal 
for  about 60-70 of their  
neighbors.  Serve at  Trinity 
Center  and help  serve the 
spiritual, emotional, and 
physical needs of people 
experiencing homeless-
ness and poverty in Austin, 
Texas.   Please contact 
Jordan for details and to 
sign up to serve. 

Christian Education
Th ank you to our music 

leaders, puppeteers, shep-
herds, and teachers for year 
after year, Sunday after 
Sunday, making Kingdom 
Quest and Youth Bible 
Study memorable and 
meaningful for our chil-
dren and youth. Th ank you 
parents and grandparents 
for partnering with our 
Church to give your fami-
lies opportunities at Christ 
Lutheran to experience the 
love of the risen Christ and 
to read His Word, pray in 
His name, and serve oth-
ers. Please plan to support 
our Confi rmands on Sun-
day, May 17 as they confess 

Men’s Bible Study
Th e fi nal First Tuesday 

of the month Men’s Bible 
Study until September 
will be on Tuesday, May 5 
at 7:30 pm.  Please join us 
in the Christ’s Workshop 
for fellowship around 
God’s Word as we fi nish 
up our “Battle Ready” se-
ries and start to talk about 
what our topic will be for 
the fall. 

Trinity Center
Volunteer on Sunday,   

May 31  from 2:00 - 4:30 
pm    at Trinity Center (304 
East 7th Street, 78701 ). We 
will help with the Sundays 
Trinity Streets program 
and set up the center for 

JORDAN BOESSLING 
Minister of Creative Communica-
tions & Community Connections

By
Way

the

(Below)

Easter Sunday at 
Christ Lutheran
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MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIESMAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Julian Campos 5/2a    
Mark Herber 5/6a   
Betty Shaw 5/6a   
Katherine Richter 5/7a 

Carl Mensing 5/8a
Kasey Hentschke 5/13a
Jena Carpenter Cazzola 5/14a
John Mitchell 5/14a
Taylor Harrison 5/15a   
Norma Nanyes 5/15a 
Christine Stivers 5/15a 
Jami Eckhoff  5/18a 
Justin Vail 5/18a 

Pastor John 5/19a  
Jimmy Westfall 5/22a 
Robert & Yogi Strait 5/23/20090 
Ron & Jo Kautz 5/25/19850 
Don & Terry Kirby 5/27/19780 
Jean Linderman 5/27a 
Fran Ross 5/27a 
Monroe & Helen Karcher 5/28/19490 
Olivia Trueper 5/28a 
Milton & Linda Ihlo 5/29/19650    
Joe & Maria Calvo 5/29/19600 
 

(Th ailand Trek: 
Con’t from Page 4)

 Th e youth will once 
again help with various 
aspects of the VBS ac-
tivities during their Bible 
Study of Th e Story. 

Visual Arts Camp
Sign up to draw, sculpt, 

paint, and collaborate 
at this summer’s Visual 
Arts Camp at Christ. July 
6-10 is CREATE Week 
1 ( Just Finishing K-5th 
Grade) and  July 27-31 is  
EXPRESS Week 2   ( Just 
Finishing 4th-8th Grade).  
Each week of art camp 
is Monday-Friday from 
9:00 am - 12 noon at the 
Christ’s Workshop.  

“We Are the Chorus”
Th e “We  Are Th e Cho-

rus” Adult Choir of Arm-
strong Community Music 
School will be  presenting 
their spring  musical   for the 
community in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Sunday, May 
1 7 at 3 pm with a reception 
to follow. Th is local choral 
group , which rents space 
at Christ,  is comprised of 
adults with developmental 
disabilities and their bud-
dies. 

Media
Just a reminder that we 

often take photos, and at 
times, video, of ministry 
events to put up around 
Church on the screen on 
Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 
worship, service, fellow-
ship, and education life of 
Christ Lutheran. 

General
Please contact Jordan 

with questions about any 
of these announcements. 
Be sure to check out the 
Sunday Mornings Chris-
tian Education as well 
as Community Con-

nections bulletin boards 
for more information 
on what’s happen-
ing in these ministries. 
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Serving in May 2015
     8:15     10:45
Elders         Sonny Mitchell                     Tim Ristow
Usher Capt.       Freddie Richter          TBD

May 3rd
Flowers: Given in honor of Betty Shaw‘s 

Birthday, given by her children
 Tellers: P. Bost/M. Moore

Communion Guild: 
           8:15 am      Acolyte:  
                              Lector:    Lucille Herrera
 10:45 am     Acolyte:   Adam Werchan
        Lector:     Phil Etter

May 10th
Altar Flowers: Given in memory of our mothers, 
Ruby Decker & Else Hansigk, by Ellen & Gerald 

Decker
Pulpit Flowers: In honor of Lois Taylor (mom), 

given by Linda.
Tellers: P. Bost/M. Moore

Communion Guild: P. Hamil/ Liz C.
           8:15 am      Acolyte: 
               Lector:    Bill Ashmore
          10:45 am     Acolyte:   Micah Stennfeld
             Lector:    Norma Nanyes

May 17th
Flowers: Given in honor of Confi rmation for: 
Adam, Katherine, and Seth Werchan, and 

Aaron McInvale
Tellers: C. Kanetzky/V. Kanetzky
Communion Guild: Alexander‘s

          8:15 am       Acolyte: Ben Schaare
                              Lector:    Charles Kanetzky
          10:45 am     Acolyte: Samuel Chapman
                Lector:   Alan Werchan

May 24th
Flowers: Given in honor of Ron & Jo Kautz‘s 

Anniversary
Tellers:  C. Kanetzky/V. Kanetzky

Communion Guild: 
         8:15 am        Acolyte: 
                              Lector:     Mark Herber
         10:45 am      Acolyte:   Jeremy Faulkner                                 
                              Lector:    Gary Lippe

May 31st
Flowers: Given in honor of Milton & Linda Ihlo‘s 

50th Anniversary
Tellers: A. Werchan/P. Mitchell

Communion Guild: 8:15am L. Galbreath
10:45am Wiley

          8:15 am        Acolyte: 
                               Lector:    Clayton Pillack
          10:45 am      Acolyte:  Aaron McInvale
                  Lector:   Alana Rock

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR 
responsibility to fi nd a replacement.  If you know 
a schedule change before 9:00 am on Thursday 
of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the 
church offi ce (442-5844) to inform the secretary 
of the change for the Sunday bulletin.  If a 
problem arises on Sunday morning, please call 
the offi ce and leave a message


