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Christ Lutheran Church
300 East Monroe Street

Austin, Texas 78704-2427

Telephone: 512.442.5844

email: offi  ce@christaustin.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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PASTOR JOHN
Dear Friends,

    I read the other day 

about some of the Chris-

tians in northern Iraq 

villages who were being 

murdered, many of them 

beheaded, by ISIS (the 

Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria) and many of them 

also children.  It is hard to 

read something like this 

and then to read Paul’s 

words in Ephesians 6:12.  

“For our struggle is not 

against fl esh and blood, 

but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, 

against the powers of this 

dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly realms.”  

Because for those of us 

who feel threatened, 

and for those Christian 

parents whose children 

were ripped from their 

arms and beheaded, it 

seems very evident who 

the enemy is... namely the 

jihadists of ISIS.

But it’s not, not really.  

Th ey may be the enemy of 

America, but they are not 

the enemy of Christ.  To 

the contrary, they are the 

victims of the enemy, who 

is Satan himself.  Th ey are 

ones who need our prayers 

because their eternal fate is 

in danger of eternal dam-

nation.  But as long as we 

consider the people, those 

who are fl esh and blood, 

to be our enemies, there is 

little chance that we will 

pray for them, and even 

littler chance that we will 

risk our lives and sacrifi ce 

our money to reach them 

with the Gospel.

Paul reminded us that 

our struggle is not against 

fl esh and blood: our 

enemy is not people, even 

if those people behead 

children.  Our enemy is 

Satan, the father of lies, 

who tricks us into believ-

ing that the one’s who 

most need saving are the 

one’s that we should most 

stay away from and hate.

As we pray for those 

Christians who are being 

persecuted for their faith, 

may we also remember 

to pray for the persecu-

tors... just as Jesus did: (as 

Stephen did too) “Father, 

forgive them, for they 

don’t know what they are 

doing.”

Have a prayer-fi lled 

month,

Pastor John

    
R & R GROUP
It’s approaching time for the 

R&R “October Fun Fest” 

- come and join us!  This 

takes place on Thursday, 

October 2, in the Church 

Fellowship Hall, about 11:15 

AM, following Rev. Ziehr’s 

Bible Class.  Please bring 

your own box/bag lunch 

-- tea and dessert provided.  

RSVP to Dorothy Traugott, 

512/442-8052 or Doreen 

Bohrer, 512/847-8758 by 

September 28.

Come and celebrate Ger-

PASTOR JOHN STENNFELD

Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church

By
Way

the OCTOBER 2014 ISSUE 

01  Pastor John

02  Around the Church

04  Christ’s Community &   

 Connections 

05   Birthdays⁄Anniversaries

06  Just for Kids  

07  Serving Schedule



2

By
Way

the

man style!  Invite friends, 

bring a STEIN to enter in 

the display contest.  Each 

person is also asked to bring 

three quarters (money) and 

to wear your lederhosen/

suspenders or dirndl or any 

other Deutschland attire.  

Join us on October 2 for fun 

and frolic -- “Ein Prozit”!

EUNICE GUILD 
QUEENS FOR A DAY!   

All ladies are invited to 

gather as a Eunice Guild 

and become “Queens for a 

Day! (or at least an hour!)” 

on Tuesday, October 21st, 

2014 at noon in rooms 7 & 

8 for about an hour or so.  If 

you like, bring that favorite 

crown or tiara you’ve been 

looking for an excuse to 

wear.  Fellowship with other 

royalty, be showered with 

riches found in God’s Holy 

Word, and discover what 

it takes to have a successful 

reign.  God has so richly 

blessed us with this time to 

be together as Women of 

Faith!  

QUILTING GROUP - All 

are welcome; no experience 

is needed.  Join us on Thurs-

days, Sept. 25th and Oct. 

9th, following Rev. Ziehr’s 

Bible study class. All types 

of materials and trims can 

be reused for our quilting.  

The group is also consider-

ing going out to a late lunch 

following the meeting, 

details TBD.  Please call 

Katherine Richter at (512) 

442-7724 with questions.

BIBLE STUDY 
CLASS   
The Thursday Morning 

Bible Study have resumed 

its meetings at 10:00 AM.  

The one-hour sessions, led 

by Rev. Ziehr, are exploring 

the Book of Hebrews.  Last 

season the class studied the 

entire Old Testament; the 

Book of Hebrews will take 

us back to the OT and fill 

some gaps of some subjects 

which were touched only 

briefly in last year’s study.  

At the same time Hebrews 

has a sense of urgency look-

ing forward to the Day of 

the Lord.  Come and join 

us in this challenging study 

– especially if you’ve never 

studied Hebrews! 

MEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY  

Tim Ristow will lead us 

through the theme of be-

ing “Battle Ready”.  We’ll 

explore what it means to 

be men of God, living 

under the enemy fi re of 

sin.  We’ll explore how we 

can recognize and prepare 

ourselves for the chal-

lenges that attack us daily 

in our spiritual lives.  We’ll 

learn to look to God as 

our Rock and commander 

and seek His Word as 

our battle plan through 

the spiritual wars against 

sin that encumbers of our 

earthly lives.

We’ll begin each study 

with a “battle-themed” 

video clip (varying be-

tween war, sports, west-

ern, psychological, and 

other fi lm genres) that 

will lead-in to our topic 

of study for that month.  

Utilizing material from 

the book “Battle Ready” 

by Steve Farrar from the 

Bold Men of God series 

we will examine the lives 

of Joshua and Caleb.  We 

will also be using material 

from Mark Atteberry’s 

book, “Th e Solomon 

Seduction” to examine 

what we can learn from 

the ‘wisest fool in the 

Bible’: King Solomon.  

Th roughout the course of 

the study we’ll be digging 

into various books of the 

Bible, including Joshua, 

Numbers, 1 and 2 Kings, 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

among others.

(Below) 
Quilting Group
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We will resume our 

normal schedule of class 

on the fi rst Tuesday of 

every month at 7:30pm 

in Christ’s Workshop 

starting in October on the 

7th.  If you have questions 

about the study contact 

either Tim Ristow at 

tim.ristow@me.com or 

(512) 799-0450, or Jordan 

through the church.   God 

Bless and we look forward 

to seeing you there!

    

offi  ce with any questions 

regarding the Feed My 

Lambs program. 

Our program can always 

use supplies, so please 

consider donating non-

perishable sack lunch 

items, clothing, and 

personal hygiene items.  

Please contact the church 

offi  ce with any questions 

regarding the Feed My 

Lambs program.   
  

NEW MEMBER 

CLASS
Th ere will be a new 

member/information 

class off ered on Saturday 

morning, October 4th, 

from 9am-12pm.  All 

those interested in joining 

Christ Lutheran should 

speak with Pastor John 

and plan on attending this 

session.   

FEED MY LAMBS  
UPDATE
Th e sack lunch program 

handed out 27 lunches 

during the month of Sep-

tember. We continue to 

make fresh sandwiches on 

the last Th ursday of each 

month (this month’s date 

will be October 30th.)   

Please contact the church 

(Above) Rally Day 2014

 (Below) Rally Day 2014
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Rally Day 
Th anks all for attend-

ing Rally Day in support 
of Christian Education at 
Christ, for bringing items, 
and for collaborating to 
prepare the BBQ meal 
and to pull the strings on 
the carnival fun. Every 
year Rally Day at Christ 
is a rah-rah event that 
pumps us up for a new 
year of studies and classes 
at Christ. We’d love to see 
you every Sunday here at 
Christ to “be discipled” in 
Christ and to go therefore 
“discipling” in His name. 
Th ank you to Jane Car-
rion and Mark Herber, our 
Christian Education com-
mittee, 
for all 
they did 
to get 
things 
ready 
for Rally 
Day and 
to rally 
folks to 
partici-
pate and 
play a 
role to 
keep this 
tradition 
going 
strong in 
2014.

Bread for All
Th e opportunity that 

Christ Lutheran had in 
September to bring bags of 
food for the Bread for All 
Food Drive (sponsored by 
Th rivent Arbors Com-
munity) was presented to 
us thanks to Jean Linder-
man. As we enter the 
holiday season, there are 
two ways to get connected 
to contributing toward the 
eff orts of this food pantry 
ministry that mobilizes 
on Monday evenings at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church on 1711 East Oltorf 
St. and serves the 78741 zip 
code. 1) Bring non-perish-
able (and not expired) food 
items to the food barrel in 
the narthex on Sundays. 
2) Be available to help on 
a Monday to pick up and 
unload food, set up the 
serving line, be a translator, 
and distribute items.

Creative 
Communications

Th is fall and winter 
we will be fi lming and 
interviewing folks for our 
fourth and fi nal Mission 
Statement video for the 
Web - “Caring Fellow-
ship.” Our CLC Web 
Site at www.christaustin.
org is regularly updated 
with fresh content like 
these and Th e Adventures 
of Gordy videos, and in 
conjunction with Paul 
Kern, we constantly review 
how it can best relay to our 
guests and members alike 
how to get involved in 

 (continued on Page 5)

community, they have 
constructed a Mini-Farm 
in the heart of the Com-
munity First! Village (9301 
Hog Eye Road, Austin, 
TX, 78724). Th ey have 120 
fruit trees, 40 chickens, 12 
community garden beds, 
and over 4000 square 
feet of organic vegetable 
production. On Saturday, 
October 25, from 8:30-11:30 
am, we’ll return to Genesis 
Garden to build just a 
little more of this beautiful, 
creative, and edible food 
forest.  

Eunice Guild
A thank you to Duannah 

Ashmore and the women 
of the Eunice Guild for 
the blessings that they 
sprinkle upon others in the 
name of Jesus, from 78704 
to the four corners of the 
world. At their September 
end-of-summer ice cream 
social, they rallied together 
to talk about and sup-
port each other in shared 
community connections 
projects that their team 
takes on through Christ 
Lutheran. Th ey namely 
write to shut-ins and send 
sympathy cards, collect 
mites and stamps for mis-
sions, print Braille Bibles, 
make quilts, and most 
recently help with the 
Bread for All Food Pantry/ 
Drive. Th ank you Eunice 
Guild for being the people 
of Christ sharing the love 
of Christ through loving 
service.

Genesis Gardens
Volunteer to help 

with Mobile Loaves & 
Fishes’ Genesis Gardens 
program. With the help 
of the homeless of our 

JORDAN BOESSLING 
Minister of Creative Communica-
tions & Community Connections
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(Below) 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIESOCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Ellen Decker 10/1a
LeMorris & Randy Galbreath 10/1/19760 
Louise Stuenkel 10/2a  
Bryan & Ronnie Richter 10/3/20030 
Olivia Ziehr 10/4a 
Chandler Mitchell 10/5a  
Sarah Ally 10/7a
Shelby Hentschke 10/9a 
Debra & Eric Harrison 10/10/19920 
Richard Ziehr 10/12a 

William Ashmore 10/13a 

Monroe Karcher 10/13a
Mark Carrion 10/14a
Phil & Sue Etter 10/14/19890 
Anna Mae Miller 10/14a
Tim & Tracy Ristow 10/14/20000   
Gilda Dominguez 10/15a
Kevin & Barbara Craig 10/21/19890 
Jesse & Michelle Bennight 10/23/19930 
Albert Aguilera 10/27a

(Con’t from Page 4)

our mission and min-
istry. Room 5&6 is being 
re-purposed into a Youth 
Room with activities 
and artwork to appeal to 
the youth of Christ to 
be interested, involved, 
and engaged in their life 
in Christ. On Sunday, De-
cember 21 during the 10:45 
service, our children and 
youth at Christ will pres-
ent our annual Christmas 
Program. Please watch for 
more information from 
our Christmas Program 
team regarding this year’s 
production about the 
“stars” of the fi rst Christ-
mas.

Men’s Bible Study
Every fi rst Tuesday of 

the month from 7:30-8:30 
pm at Christ’s Workshop, 
Tim Ristow leads us in a 
Bible-based discussion-
driven about being Battle 
Ready, to put on the full 
armor of God and to take 

a stand for Jesus in turbu-
lent and trying times. Th e 
Men of Christ will gather 
again for conversation and 
community on October 7, 
November 4, and Decem-
ber 2.

Marbridge House
In August we volun-

teered at Marbridge House 
(2310 Bliss Spillar Road, 
Manchaca, 78652), a non-
profi t residential commu-
nity that off ers transitional 
and lifetime care to adults 
with a wide range of 
cognitive abilities and - 
through compassion and 
faith - provides them op-
portunities to learn, experi-
ence, and achieve a whole 
new life. Marbridge has 
upcoming JAM sessions 
on the second Th ursday of 
the month from 9:30-10:30 
am, to fi nd individuals who 
can relate to Marbridge’s 
mission or have a need 
for  Marbridge’s  services. 
Th e next scheduled JAM 
sessions are on October 9, 

November 13, and 
December 11.

Music Eventy
Th e “We are the 

Chorus” Adult 
Choir of Arm-
strong Commu-
nity Music School 
will be putting on 
a fall concert for 
the community 
in the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, 
November 2 at 3 pm with a 
reception to follow. Please 
feel free to attend and en-
joy the musical selections 
they will perform. Th is lo-
cal choral group of ACMS 
is comprised of adults with 
developmental disabilities 
and their buddies. 

Media
Just a reminder that we 

often take photos, and at 
times, video, of ministry 
events to put up around 
Church on the screen on 
Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 

worship, service, fellow-
ship, and education life of 
Christ Lutheran. 

General
Please contact Jordan 

with questions about any 
of these announcements. 
Be sure to check out the 
Sunday Mornings Chris-
tian Education as well as 
Community Connections 
bulletin boards for more 
information on what’s 
happening in these min-
istries.  
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Serving in October 2014
     8:15     10:45
Elders       Roy Pietsch                      Jesse Bennight
Usher Capt.     Freddie Richter          TBD

October 5th
Flowers: Given by Phil & Sue Etter

Tellers: A. Werchan/P. Mitchell
Communion Guild: L. Galbreath

          8:15 am      Acolyte: Ben Schaare
       Lector: Lucille Herrera
         10:45 am     Acolyte: Lauren Chapman
       Lector: Norma Nanyes

October12th
Altar Flowers: Given by Dorothy Traugott in 

memory of her wedding anniversary
Pulpit Flowers: Given by Carol in honor of 

Monroe‘s 90th Birthday
Communion Guild: 

           8:15 am   Acolyte: 
 Lector: Mark Herber
          10:45 am  Acolyte: Micah Stennfeld
      Lector: MaryLou Moore

October 19th
Flowers: Given by Roy Pietsch and 

MaryAnn Triesch 
Tellers: P. Hamil/J. Wiley

Communion Guild: 
          8:15 am      Acolyte: Chandler Mitchell

            Lector: Clayton Pillack
          10:45 am Acolyte: Katherine Werchan

          Lector: Connie Ziehr

October 26th
Flowers: Given in honor of Kevin & Barbara 

Craig‘s Wedding Anniversary
Tellers: P. Hamil/J. Wiley

Communion Guild:P. Hamil & Liz C.
         8:15 am     Acolyte: 

    Lector: Alex Stivers
         10:45 am   Acolyte: Aaron McInvale

      Lector: Joe Campos

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR 
responsibility to fi nd a replacement.  If you know 
a schedule change before 9:00 am on Thursday 
of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the 
church offi ce (442-5844) to inform the secretary 
of the change for the Sunday bulletin.  If a 
problem arises on Sunday morning, please call 
the offi ce and leave a message


