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Christ Lutheran Church 
300 East Monroe Street
Austin, Texas 78704-2427
Telephone: 512.442.5844
email: office@christaustin.org
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PASTOR JOHN
Dear Friends,

    In his book, “Six Hours 
One Friday,” Max Lucado 
tells of a particularly bad 
week he once had while 
serving as a missionary in 
Brazil where everything 
just seemed to go wrong - 
car troubles, caught in the 
rain, ruined equipment, 
etc.  And while he was 
busy bemoaning his horri-
ble life he was approached 
by a young, orphan, street 
boy, dirty from head to 
toe, dressed in nothing 
but a pair of ragged shorts 
who asked him for some 
spare change.  And he was 
suddenly reminded that 
all too often we “cry over 
spilled champagne.  Our 
complaints are not over 
the lack of necessities but 
the abundance of benefits.  

We bellyache over the 
frills, not the basics; over 
benefits, not essentials.  
The source of our prob-
lems is our blessings.”  

     His words struck home 
for me.  How often do we 
fail to recognize the abun-
dance of our blessings and 
fail to live in gratitude for 
all that God has given us?  
Instead we choose to get 

upset about the event that 
was ruined by the rain, the 
doctor’s office that kept 
us waiting for 30 minutes, 
the drive-thru order that 
wasn’t filled correctly.  
Most folks in the world 
would trade our problems 
for theirs any day of the 
week... but would we do 
the same?  I think not, 
and so perhaps we should 
remember that next time 
we are getting impatient 
at the grocery store when 
they fail to open another 
lane even though there 
are three people in line in 
front of us.

     Gratitude starts with 
becoming more aware 
of what we do have than 
with what we don’t have.  
I pray that we might each 
have a month filled with 
such gratitude, as we 
reflect upon the countless 

ways in which God has 
blessed us.

In Christ,
Pastor John 

   

R & R GROuP 
On May 5th, R&R will 
meet at Christ Lutheran at 
1:30pm to celebrate Cinco 
de Mayo.  Put on your 
sombrero and dress in your 
Cinco de Mayo clothes and 
join us for fellowship and 
fun playing Mexican Domi-
nos.  See the Alexanders for 
more information. 

SAVE THE DATE  
On June 9th, R&R will have 
their annual Red, White, & 
Blue - 4th of July Party at 
Noon on 9005 Deer Haven 
Rd.  BBQ Lunch will be 
offered (as well as water and 
tea) but feel free to BYOB.  
Please RSVP to Mary Ann 
Triesch at (512) 288-1865 or 
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Roy Pietsch at (512) 288-
1224.

EuNicE Guild             

It’s finally here!   
  

The Eunice Guild’s much 
awaited Annual Spring 
Luncheon will be held on 
Tuesday,  May 17th, at 11:30 
am.  All women, spouses, 
family, and friends are 
invited!   

We will once again dine 
as a group at El Gallo on 
S. Congress.  The price is 
only $10.00 a person, which 
will be collected at the door 
when you arrive.  No Credit 
Cards will be accepted.  
Please have exact change, 
or checks made out to “The 

Eunice Guild”.  You will 
then select a plate from the 
menu prepared especially 
for us (the menu is posted 
at the sign up sheet).  The 
plate, iced tea, chips, & salsa, 
a praline, tax and gratuity 
are included in this special 
price.   

To help the restaurant plan 
accordingly, please sign the 
list in the Narthex on the 
Sundays of May 1st, 8th, or 
15th, and indicate the num-
ber in your party.  Direct 
any questions or concerns 
to Helen Karcher (512) 327-
2009 or Duannah Ashmore 

(512) 243-9615.  

With the great food, an 
amazing price, easy access, 
and super Christian fel-
lowship, you cannot find a 
better deal in Austin!

Quilting Group -   All are 
welcome; no experience is 
needed.  Join us on Thurs-
day, May 12th & 26th. 
All types of materi-
als and trims can be 
reused for our quilting.  
Please contact Kath-
erine Richter with 
questions. 

EASTER  
BREAkfAST & 
BliNd AucTiON 
THANk YOu 
Thanks to everyone who 
came out for the Easter 
Breakfast and those who 

supported the blind auction.  
With just the generosity of 
those who donated through 
the free will offering last 
Sunday and Thrivent 
Financial, a total of $894 was 
raised to support our youth 
who are traveling to the Na-
tional Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans this summer. 

THAi SPRiNG 
ROll ORdERS 
On May 1st & 8th the 
youth will be taking orders 
for Pach’s Thai spring rolls.  
They will be sold in frozen 
packets: $10/dozen, or $5/

(Below) 
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half dozen.  Orders can be 
picked up on the follow-
ing Sunday.  All proceeds 
support our youth as they 
go to the National Youth (such as chips, bottles of 

water, fruit cups, granola 
bars, Vienna sausages, and 
tuna and crackers), and 
personal hygiene items.  
Please contact the church 
office with any questions. 

Gathering in New Orleans 
this summer. 
   
fEEd mY lAmBS  
uPdATE 
The sack lunch program 
handed out 33 lunches 
during the month of 
April. We continue to 

make fresh sandwiches on 
the last Thursday of each 
month (this month’s date 
will be Thursday, May 
26th.)  
Our program can always 
use supplies, so please con-
sider donating non-per-
ishable sack lunch items 

(above)
Holy Week & 

easter sunday

(Below)
Natinal Youth 

Gathering 
Fellowship Meal
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Expedition Norway
Last summer for Vaca-

tion Bible School our 
children and youth trav-
eled through Thailand, 
and this one are going to 
take another cross-cul-
ture trip - now to Nor-
way and to the tip-top of 
the world. Discover the 
sights, sounds, smells, 
and tastes of this country 

with a chilly climate, and 
experience how God is 
good all the time. Walk 
through majestic fjords 
and run with reindeer 
on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 am starting on May 
29. Please contact Jordan 
for more information on 
how to get your family 
involved in this Bible-
based, faith-igniting, 
service-learning adven-
ture.

Men’s Discipleship 
Class

Our final Men Dis-
cipleship Class for the 
spring is the first Tues-
day in May, the 3rd, 
at 7:30 pm. Join us for 
some food and fellow-
ship around the table as 
we talk about the topic 
of “How God Makes 
Men.” We’ll review 
what we have learned 
from the lives of the ten 
mighty men of antiquity 
we’ve studied since Sep-
tember 2015, and reflect 
on what their stories and 
suffering have say to our 
lives today.

Visual Arts Camp
We have plenty of 

possibilities at Christ 
to strategically tap into 
the resources within 
our community and to 
reach it for Christ. Art is 
one of those avenues by 
which we acquaint with 
our neighbors and build 
bridges of connectivity. 
We’ve got plenty of ways 
for our Church Family 
to get involved someway 
in arranging for aspiring 
artists to draw, sculpt, 
paint, and collaborate 
June 27 - July 1 and July 
25-29. It’s an opportu-
nity to be the people of 
Christ, and to love and 
serve, and to give young 
people the opportunity 
to have fun with art and 
get better it, to be cre-
ative and expressive.

daily nutrition and earn 
income for life’s basic 
needs. Our partnership 
with Heifer’s Animal 
Crackers program will 
help us see ourselves as 
part of the global family 
and gain a deeper ap-
preciation of the ways 
in which Heifer helps 
people, animals, and 
plants live in harmony as 
God’s good creation.

Genesis Gardens
Mobile Loaves and 

Fishes provides food and 
clothing and promotes 
dignity for our brothers 
and sisters, and one of 
their programs, Genesis 
Gardens, cultivates com-
munity through sustain-
able agriculture. We’ll re-
turn to the gardens (9301 
Hog Eye Road, 78724) 
on Saturday, May 14 
from 9 am - 12 noon and 
build just a little more of 
this beautiful, creative, 
and edible food forest. 
Only 10 volunteer spots; 
deadline for this family-
friendly servant event is 
Sunday, May 1. Please 
contact Jordan for details 
and to sign up to serve.

Heifer 
International

This summer our 
service learning during 
Vacation Bible School is 
helping Heifer Interna-
tional provide livestock 
and training to strug-
gling families around 
the world. The offerings 
brought in by the chil-
dren during the VBS 
hour will be designated 
toward Heifer’s work to 
walk with these fami-
lies to improve their 

JORDAN BOESSLING  
Minister of Creative Communica-
tions & Community Connections
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May birthdays and anniversaries

(Below)
r & r Group

Julian Campos 5/2a    
Mark Herber 5/6a   
Betty Shaw 5/6a   
Katherine Richter 5/7a  
Carl Mensing 5/8a Kasey Hentschke 5/13a Jena Carpenter Cazzola 5/14a John Mitchell 5/14a Taylor Harrison 5/15a   
Norma Nanyes 5/15a 
Christine Stivers 5/15a 
Jami Eckhoff 5/18a 

Justin Vail 5/18a 
Pastor John 5/19a  
Jimmy Westfall 5/22a 
Robert & Yogi Strait 5/23/20090 
Ron & Jo Kautz 5/25/19850 
Don & Terry Kirby 5/27/19780 
Jean Linderman 5/27a 
Fran Ross 5/27a 
Monroe & Helen Karcher 5/28/19490 
Olivia Trueper 5/28a 
Milton & Linda Ihlo 5/29/19650    
Joe & Maria Calvo 5/29/19600 
 

Media
Just a reminder that 

we often take photos, 
and at times, video, of 
ministry events to put 
up around Church on 
the screen on Sundays 
and to post to the web 
that publicizes the wor-
ship, service, fellowship, 
and education life of 
Christ Lutheran. 

General
Please contact Jordan 

with questions about any 
of these announcements. 
Be sure to check out 
the Sunday Mornings 
Christian Education 
as well as Community 
Connections bulletin 
boards for more in-
formation on what’s 
happening in these 
ministries. 
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Serving in May 2016
     8:15     10:45
Elders                              Sonny Mitchell                                    Tim Ristow

May 1st
Flowers: Given by Jena & Chuck Cazzola

 Tellers: A. Werchan/P. Mitchell
Communion Guild: 

           8:15 am      Acolyte:  Ben Schaare
                              Lector:   Clayton Pillack
          10:45 am     Acolyte: Samuel Chapman
        Lector:   Norma Nanyes

May 8th
*Flowers: Given in honor of Betty Shaw‘s 

Birthday, by her children
Tellers: A. Werchan/P. Mitchell

Communion Guild: E. Decker & Karotkin
          8:15 am       Acolyte: Katy Herber
                              Lector:   Mark Herber
          10:45 am     Acolyte: Adam Werchan
                Lector:   MaryLou Moore

May 15th 
Flowers: Given by Dorothy Traugott

Tellers: P. Hamil/J. Wiley
Communion Guild: 

         8:15 am        Acolyte:  
                              Lector:   Charles Kanetzky
         10:45 am      Acolyte:  Ben Ristow
                              Lector:   Jane Carrion

May 22nd
Flowers: Given by Ron & Jo Kautz

Tellers: P. Hamil/J. Wiley
Communion Guild: Pam Hamil & Liz C

          8:15 am      Acolyte:  
                              Lector:  Lucille Herrera  
         10:45 am      Acolyte: Samuel Chapman
                              Lector:   Phil Etter

May 29th 
Flowers: Given in honor of Monroe & Helen 

Karcher‘s Wedding Anniversary
Tellers: P. Bost/M. Moore

Communion Guild 8:15am L. Galbreath 
10:45am Wiley

         8:15 am        Acolyte:  
                              Lector:   Alana Rock
         10:45 am      Acolyte:  Jeremy Faulkner
                              Lector:   Mark Bacon

          * Denotes donated flower arrangements

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR 
responsibility to find a replacement.  If you know 
a schedule change before 9:00 am on Thursday 
of the week you’re scheduled, please contact the 
church office (442-5844) to inform the secretary 
of the change for the Sunday bulletin.  If a 
problem arises on Sunday morning, please call 
the office and leave a message.


