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Dear Friends, 

 

     The other day in a book I was reading I 
came across this sentence: “The Fear of failure 
will cause a person never to take risks and, 
while they may avoid failing, it is an absolute 
certainty that they won’t succeed.” (Dr. C. 
Thomas Anderson, “Becoming a 
Millionaire God’s Way”) 

   I have seldom heard folks, in the 
last years of their lives, recalling 
things they wish they had never done 
but did, but I have often heard folks reflecting on things that they 
wish they had done but didn’t. And all too often the reason that folks 
didn’t do what they wish they would have was due to fear … fear of 
failure, fear of people’s reactions, fear of rejection, fear of success, 
fear of the unknown, and so on. Fear is a tool of the devil used to 
paralyze people and to prevent us from becoming and doing all that 
God created and redeemed us to be and to do. 

   Thus we need to hear the words of God in I John 4: “There is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment.” And we know that we will never be punished 
because the perfect love of God sent His son Jesus to bear the 
punishment of our sins for us. Thus because of Jesus, and his 
sacrifice, there is nothing for us to fear, for we are perfectly loved by 
God. And nothing in this world — not failure, nor rejection, nor 
anything else in all of creation can separate us from God’s love which 
is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

   May we thus live courageous lives through Christ our Lord. 

 

Have a blessed month,      
            

 —    Pastor John 
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Stay connected  
 

You can now watch videos of 
Pastor John's messages from the 
previous Sunday online!  
(visuals added in) Our website links 
to YouTube to help us stay 
connected to Jesus throughout the 
week. 
 

As always, regularly check our 
website (www.christaustin.org) and 
follow us on Facebook (look for 
“Christ Austin 78704”) or Twitter 
(@ChristATX78704) to get the 
latest information. 
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—   Alan Werchan 

    

   On April 22nd, a voters’ meeting with a potluck lunch was 
held following the late service. In addition to the usual reports, the main 
order of business included adopting a formal policy on weddings held at 
Christ Lutheran. At the request of Pastor John, the  Council reviewed a 
number of resources and recommended a policy outlining use of our 
facilities for weddings by members and non members — who can be 
married at the church, who can conduct the services, and who can decide 
what is part of a service. It is my hope that at the next voters’ meeting we 
might tackle a larger policy covering additional rites of the church, 
including baptisms and funerals. Many of us have an idea of how we 
operate, but in many cases it has not been written down anywhere. 

   The City of Austin has recently adopted a Sick and Safe Leave ordinance 
which will go into effect this fall. While we are still evaluating the extent to 
which this impacts us, it brings to the forefront that our own human 
resources policies are old and in need of review. To that end, I will put 
together a committee, led by Albert Carrion, tasked with reviewing our 
existing policies and making recommendations for revisions. 

   With respect to facilities, the Council has authorized the Trustees to 
acquire a new phone system. Our current system is hopelessly out of date, 
and this should help us immensely. The Trustees continue to review 
options on a new air handler for the narthex. As you may have noticed this 
past winter, the heater portion has failed. Replacement of the unit is not 
straightforward as most available replacement units won’t fit the existing 
space. The good news is that the air conditioner portion still works, so we 
do have some time. 

   Finally, regularly check our website (www.christaustin.org) and follow 
us on Facebook (look for “Christ Austin 78704) or Twitter 
(@ChristATX78704) to get the latest information. 

 Letter from the President 

May 2018 Christ Lutheran Church 

 

Dear Pastor Stennfeld, 
 

Griff and I would like to thank you and 
your congregation for welcoming us each 
time we attended church. We would 
especially like to thank Frank and 
Katherine Richter, who treated us like 
old friends after our initial meeting. It has 
been a pleasure attending a joy-filled 
church with a pastor who leads his 
congregation in rejoicing in Our Lord. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Griff & Pat Pritchard 

After a large request for this recipe from Thursday weekly activities: 
 

Strawberry Jell-O Cake 
 

1 Box Betty Crocker French Vanilla Cake Mix 

1 Large Box Instant Strawberry Jell-O 

1 Container of Fresh Strawberries 

1 Large Container Cool Whip 

 

Preheat oven to 350° 

Follow directions on cake mix (eggs, water, oil). Bake cake in a 13x9” pan 
for 30 minutes. Cool cake on wire rack in the pan. Poke holes in the cake 
approximately 2” apart. Mix Strawberry Jell-O with only 1/2 water required. 
(Boil and let cool.)  

Wash and dice fresh strawberries and mix with two packets of Sweet-N-Low. 
Mix Strawberry Jell-O and fresh strawberries and pour over the cake, filling 
in the holes. Spread Cool Whip over the cake. Chill approximately 2 hours. 

Blessed are  
they that  

hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they 

shall be filled. 
          —   Matthew 5:6 
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May 2018 Christ Lutheran Church  

This column is lovingly sponsored by the Eunice Guild.  

God bless you as you cook “with Eunice”. 

— With Joy in Christ, Duannah 

This month, in honor of Christian parents, I am sharing excepts from a poem written by my favorite poet. I am so 

blessed to call her my dear friend, and also, to know her as my Pastor’s amazing Mother. You may also know her — 
Harriet Stennfeld. This poem is from her book, “The View From My Window. A Collection of Poetry,” and we thank 

her for allowing us to use it as our meditation (along with her delightful cookie recipe!) God be with you, Harriet.                                                 

A Mother’s Prayer      
                             by Harriet Stennfeld 

L 

ord, bless my little boy tonight —  
Tomorrow he’ll be one. 

Please keep him safe till morning dawns, 
       My precious baby son. 

And thru the years that lie ahead, 
       Be Thou his daily guide. 

Be with him, Lord, throughout his life, 
       Walk ever at his side. 

Thru baby days of bumps and bangs, 
       When every new found skill 

Thru tears and trials bring triumph, and 

       For both our hearts a thrill.  

 

T 

hru years that spell for growing boys 

Scarred knees and dirty jeans, 

Plus climbing trees and puppy love —  
       Then thru those hot rod teens. 

And if he goes to college, Lord, 
       Or off to fight a war, 

Be Thou his constant source of strength, 
       Whate’er life holds in store. 

And yes, too, in that far off day 

       When he shall take a wife, 

Give me to know I am no more 

       The ‘first girl’ in his life. 
 

F 

or him to be a rich man, Lord, 

No, this is not my plea, 
But that he be a Christian, yes, 

       And choose to follow Thee. 
So many bridges to be crossed 

       In the life of just one boy, 
And the way mine meets each hurdle, Lord, 

       May that bring my heart joy. 
Oh, on Thy straight and narrow path 

       My little son please keep, 
But for tonight, I simply ask 

—  Just give him peaceful sleep. 

 
 

  Banana Drop Cookies  

Makes about 36 cookies 

1/2 c. margarine  2 c. flour 

1 c. sugar   1 1/2 tsp. baking powder 

2 eggs    1/4 tsp. baking soda 

1/2 tsp vanilla   1/2 tsp. cinnamon 

1 c. mashed bananas  1/4 tsp salt 

    (about 1 1/2 large bananas) 

Preheat oven to 375° 

In large mixing bowl, beat margarine about 30 seconds. 
Add sugar and beat until fluffy. Add eggs and vanilla, 
and beat until well mixed. Stir in the mashed banana.  

In a separate bowl, mix the flour, baking powder, baking 
soda, cinnamon and salt until well combined. Stir this 
into the wet ingredients. (The dough will be slightly 
loose.)  

Scoop about 1 Tbsp. amounts of dough onto parchment 
lined baking sheets. Bake for 10-12 minutes.  
 

When cool, top with icing. 

  Banana Icing  

(do NOT skip the icing!) 

1/4 c. mashed bananas  (about 1/2 large banana) 

1 Tbsp. margarine, room temp. 

1/2 tsp. vanilla 

1-2 c. powdered sugar 
 

Beat together the banana, margarine and vanilla. Add 
enough powdered sugar to reach ‘spreading’ consistency. 
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Christ Lutheran Church May 2018 

JORDAN BOESSLING 

Minister of Creative  

Communication  

& 

Community  

Connections 

   Please contact Jordan for 
more  

information on any of the  
activities on pages 4-5.  

Just a reminder that we often 
take photos, and at  
times, video, of  

ministry events to put up 
around Church on the screen 

on  
Sundays and to post to the 
web that publicizes the 
worship, service,  

fellowship, and education life 
of   

Christ Lutheran.   

 

   If you are interested in giving your time before, during, or after art camp toward 
the teamwork necessary to make this art camp a loving service for our community, 
please contact Jordan for more information. 

Visual Arts Camp 

   Our summer community art camp for 2018 will be June 25-29 for children  
just finishing K-5th Grade. Participant spots are full. Registration is closed.         
The schedule for the week will be 9 am—12 noon  daily at the CLC Workshop. 
 

Monday   *   Tuesday   *   Wednesday   *      Thursday   *    Friday  

    DrawDrawDrawDraw                                        SculptSculptSculptSculpt                                                PaintPaintPaintPaint                                                TeamworkTeamworkTeamworkTeamwork                    FinaleFinaleFinaleFinale 

Feed My Lambs  
The sack lunch program 
handed out  8 lunches in 
March and 3 in April. We 
continue to make fresh  
sandwiches on the last 
Thursday of each month. 
Please contact the church 
office with any questions. 

 

Men’s Discipleship Group 

   On Tuesday,  May 1, at 7:30 pm in the Christ’s Workshop, we will finish the   
2017-2018 schedule of our monthly Men’s Discipleship Class, led by Tim Ristow. 
We are concluding our topic of “Every Man’s Story,” and nearing the completion of 
the process of writing and sharing personal devotions based on a theme Bible verse 
or passage.  For more information contact Tim or Jordan . 

Eunice Guild Annual Spring Luncheon 

   It’s finally here! The Annual Spring Luncheon, sponsored by the Eunice Guild, 
will be held on Tuesday, May 15, at 11:00 am. All women, your spouse, family and 
friends are invited! We will dine as a group at Olive Garden Restaurant located at the 
Brodie Oaks Shopping Center on S. Lamar. Everyone will order from the 
restaurant’s ample Pronto Lunch Menu and pay individually. 

   To help the restaurant plan for our group, please sign the list located in the Narthex 
by May 6 and indicate the number in your party.   Direct any questions to Jean 
Linderman (512) 280-5024 or Sophie Werchan (512) 442-7120. Please join us for a 
wonderful time of Christian fellowship. 

 

 

R & R Gathering 

Thursday, May 3 at 1:00 pm 
We will be watching: 

 

Christian comedian    Michael Jr.  
 

Join us for a few laughs, fellowship and snacks.  
For questions contact the Alexander’s at (512) 288-2003. 

 

Thrivent ‘Night at the Ballpark’ 
   The Thrivent Community — Arbors Group is hosting a night 
at the ballpark, complete with parking, admission, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and all the fixins! To top it off you can even take a dip 
in the private pool or hot tub. It’s reserved just for you. Tickets 
are $15 per person ($45 value). RSVP quickly, there are only 50 
spots available. All proceeds from ticket sales will benefit Bread 
For All Food Pantry and we will assemble hygiene kits for the pantry during the 
event. Tickets may be purchased at https://arbors-rrexpress.eventbrite.com The 
Round Rock Express will be hosting the New Orleans Baby Cakes! Batter Up! 
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Christ Lutheran Church May 2018 

 

Pumpkin Patch 

   We are looking forward to hosting our fourth annual SoCo Pumpkin Patch at Christ, and to provide something that our 
neighbors in Travis Heights, Bouldin Creek, and beyond, have come to count on from us each Fall. A shipment of 
pumpkins will tentatively arrive on Thursday evening (October 11 at 6pm), or Saturday morning (October 13 at 
8am). Confirmation of the exact day/time of an unloading fellowship event will come closer to autumn.   
   Spread the word that we are going to have the pumpkin patch again in the backyard of the Christ's Workshop. Start 
planning now to help as we spend time serving together, getting to know our guests, and being the people of Christ sharing 
the love of Christ. Some activities to help with include: placing the pumpkins on palettes, decorating the patch, baking and 
cooking items for the festivities, and selling the pumpkinsselling the pumpkinsselling the pumpkinsselling the pumpkins!  For information contact Jordan, or Deborah Bynum.  
 

Sunday Morning Discipleship Hour 
 

 During Kingdom for Kids, we have been learning how: 

♦ God created the heavens and the earth, and started to carry out  
       His plan of salvation through His chosen people Israel. 

♦ God protected His people in Egypt and during the Exodus and throughout the wilderness  
       and into the Promised Land. 
♦ God provided judges, and kings, to prepare His people for, and to point us to, the Savior, Jesus.  

This month, our children will be learning how God worked through prophets and kings. This will get us ready to learn 
in fall 2018 about the New Testament narrative of Jesus' birth, life, death, and resurrection, and our Heavenly Father, 
sending us the gift of the Holy Spirit on our way homeward waiting for Jesus to return. Our youth are reviewing the 
Lutheranism 101 book chapter-by-chapter.  

This summer's theme verse for our sports-themed Vacation Bible School from Lifeway will be 2 Peter 1:3             
"His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called 
us by his own glory and goodness." The motto is Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On! 

Through a game plan of crafts, drama, games, missions, music, and snacks, we'll discover that: 

• Jesus cares for us, and calls us to be on His team. 

• Jesus gives us hope, and trains us to place our trust in Him, and His promises. 

• Jesus helps us believe, and gives us faith to see how He is our Savior, and the source of our strength. 

• Jesus loves us, and coaches us on how we are to encourage each other to gear up for life's big game. 

• Jesus gives us joy, and challenges us and cheers us on, to go for the goal, toward the eternal life He's won for us. 

There are opportunities for youth to help with activities this June, July, and August.  

Please contact Jordan for details and to get involved.    

Blunn Creek Preserve 

   On Saturday, May 5, the South River 
City Citizens Neighborhood Association is 
volunteering from 8:30 am - 12 noon to do 
some planting, and moving of branches 
and log chipping, as part of their ongoing 
work to take care of the Blunn Creek 
Preserve in our Church's neighborhood of 
Travis Heights. We will meet in the 
southwest corner of the Preserve at the 
start of the trail located at 1000 St. 
Edwards Drive, 78704.  

Gloves and tools are provided.  

Contact Jordan for details and to help. 

Be sure to check out Pastor John’s 

class, where the Bible becomes 

relevant as we study the New 

Testament book of  I Timothy. 

Our nursery room is available for 

families throughout Sunday 

mornings. 

 

Camp Lone Star Work Weekend 

   On Friday-Sunday, May 25-27 at Camp Lone Star  (2016 Camp Lone 
Star Road, La Grange, 78945),  
 join others in Christian fellowship while preparing Camp Lone Star for 
the arrival of over 2,000 children and adults for summer programs at 
CLS.  

   Entire families are welcome to join in service, fellowship, fun and 
recreation that weekend. CLS staff will lead the youth and children in 
age-appropriate service projects and recreational activities. The weekend 
kicks off Friday evening and lasts through worship on Sunday, join CLS 
for any part of the weekend as your schedule allows.  

   With limited housing space available, housing will be awarded in order 
of registrations received. Please visit www.lomt.com for details, and to 
register. Please let Jordan know if you register with CLS to attend. 
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Christ Lutheran Church May 2018 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

In April we prayed for… 

Lucille Herrera — broken shoulder and vision complications 

Family and friends of Anna Mae Miller – as they mourn her passing 

Arliss Shefstad — at the death of her son 

For the leadership of our nation — President Trump, Governor Abbott, 
Mayor Adler, and all our leaders in the city, state, and country 

Easter Sunday at Christ 
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Christ Lutheran Church May 2018 

The Lutheran Women’s Quilting will resume on May 10 

   Can you sew a straight seam, cut a fabric square or tie a knot? We would love to have you join the quilters group. 
We will resume  on May 10th at 11:00 am, and will meet every second and fourth Thursday of the month. (Some 
work can be done at home.) Donations of fabric pieces and “gently used” sheets are appreciated. 

New Prayer group at CLC 
 

Christ Austin Prays  
(Google Group)  

will be replacing the  current 
prayer group.  You MUST  send a 
request to be added.  Please send 
an email to aran@christaustin.org         

at the church office. 

Stewardship Word for the 
Month 

    

I Corinthians 6:19-20 
 

Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You 

are not your own; you were 
bought at a price. Therefore 
honor God with your body.  

Lutheran World Relief Quilts   54 Delivered & Shipped 

Lutheran Braille Workers “I was eyes to the blind” — (Job 29:15)   

Lutheran Braille Workers 

   Lutheran Braille Workers (www.lbwinc.org) exists to show the love of God to people with 
visual disabilities and to bring them into a growing relationship with God. For around 38 years, a 
group from Christ has gone once a month to produce Braille Bibles for the blind. Currently, a 
team of four is recruited to drive over to Hope Lutheran Church (6414 North Hampton Drive, 

78723), and to set up a work space, where they volunteer at 9 am on the third Tuesday right before Eunice Guild 
meets back at Christ starting at 12 noon.  

   The team works together to place a blank piece of paper within a metal pre-punched plate, and a hard-covered 
jacket, that they then roll through a special machine to print the Braille on both sides of the paper. They then bind the 
paper into a book, double-checking that the pages are in the correct numerical order, with a runner serving to keep the 
assembly line going. In April, our Braille workers printed copies of the Book of Isaiah (in two volumes) to be shipped 
free of charge to Bangladesh, Malawi, and Nigeria.  

   For more information contact Mildred Westfall, or Jordan.  
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* Flowers will be donated 

 

May 2018 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement. If you know a schedule change  before 9:00 am on Thursday of the week  you’re  scheduled, 

please contact the church office (512-442-5844) to inform  the secretary of the change.  If a problem arises Sunday morning, please call the office and leave a message.   
Christ Lutheran Church 

ELDERS:     
               

8:15am:  
Sonny Mitchell 
10:45am:  

Tim Ristow 

Flowers: In honor of Betty Shaw, 
 given by her children 

Tellers:  M. Moore / A. Moore 

  8:15am:  Lector:     Charles Kanetzky 

 Acolyte:     

10:45am: Lector:     Norma Nanyes 

 Acolyte:    Emily Richter 

Communion Guild    

 8:15 am     LeMorris Galbreath    

 10:45 am  Daniel Albers 

Fellowship:  vacant 

May 6 

Flowers: Ron & Jo Kautz, 

 In celebration of anniversary 

Tellers:  A. Werchan / P. Mitchell 

  8:15am:  Lector:    Lucille Herrera 

 Acolyte:    

10:45am: Lector:    Phil Etter  

 Acolyte:   Katherine Werchan 

Communion Guild    

 8:15 am Kimberly & Benjamin Schaare    

 10:45 am   Debbie & Eric Harrison 

Fellowship:  vacant 

May 27 

Flowers:  Karotkin family 

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky / V. Kanetzky 

  8:15am:  Lector:  Clayton Pillack 

 Acolyte:  Justin Medina 

10:45am: Lector:    Lindsey Sermons 

 Acolyte:  Seth Werchan 

Communion Guild    

 8:15 am      Alex & Christine Stivers   

 10:45 am   Bob & Jean Wiley 

Fellowship:  vacant 

May 20 

Robert & Yogi Strait 
5/23/2009 

Ron & Jo Kautz 

5/25/1985 

Donald & Teresa Kirby 

5/27/1978 

Monroe & Helen Karcher 
5/28/1949 

Milton & Linda Ihlo 

5/29/1965 

Joe & Maria Calvo 

5/29/1960 

 

Flowers: Decker family 

Tellers:  C. Kanetzky / V. Kanetzky 

  8:15am:  Lector:     Mark Herber 

 Acolyte:    Katy Herber 

10:45am: Lector:     Connie Ziehr 

 Acolyte:    Ben Ristow 

Communion Guild    

 8:15 am     LeMorris Galbreath    

 10:45 am  Donald & Gwen Lewis 

Fellowship:  Sue Etter 

May 13 

Julian Campos 5/2 

Mark Herber 5/6 

Teresa Kirby 5/6 

Betty Shaw 5/6 

Katherine Richter 5/7 

Carl Mensing 5/8 

Kasey Hentschke 5/13 

Jena Cazzola 5/14 

John Mitchell 5/14 

Taylor Harrison 5/15 

Norma Nanyes 5/15 

Christine Stivers 5/15 

Justin Vail 5/18 

John Stennfeld 5/19 

Jimmy Westfall 5/22 

Jean Linderman 5/27 

Fran Ross 5/27 

Olivia Trueper 5/28 
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